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PNA closes King Hussein bridge crossing 

^Irt J FHdiv A > EM - —TI i c Ps ! eM ' n »B National Authority 
between the W«i W Ban C k“nd Jorton'w Pa7«tini a b " iS 
protwt at what it called Israeli misconduct. The border crossing 
"S d»“d as of Salurda >' morning until further notice PNA 
officii Ham Mhani told Reuters This is a proi«i by 
Palestinian side against (Israeli) irmrrea.meru of our citizen? and 
travel delays. Palestinians hav C long complained S? SnS 
secunty authom.cs at the bridge ov er the Jordan riv„ ffeqSy 
shout verbal abuse at Arab travellers and at times lurn some back 
»» No Israeli spokesmen were immediate- 
“ ,nmen, ■ ,V ndcr 'he Israeli- Palestinian peace 
deals. Israel maintains overall control over border crossings m the 
West Bank and Gaza. Bui in a gesture to Palestinian sensei vitics 
fmcli security personnel check documents and search baggage out 
-25 ^£ St,man rrave!lers - w ho pass through Palestinian-run 



An independent Arab political daily published by me Jordan Press Foundation 

■ t>) jJI. iLujyi — - 11 * jt 1 Jjj_Ja.‘tVU j Artj <L«^j ^u U jl 


Volume 21 Number 6155 


AMMAN SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1996, SHAWWAL 5, 1416 ' 



FasttinkWTRODUCES 

MOTOROLA 

PACKAGE 

(Rare -6200) 

Now buy the Rare (62QQ) 
and get an additional 
high capacity battery 
at no extra cost . 

Fasfti nk 

TCL OBSTEO FAX 089770 


Price: Jordan 150 Fib 


Hussein Kamel, family members murdered in Baghdad 

Official announcement says killing was carried out by clan members 

Murder takes place soon after two daughters of Saddam divorce their husbands 



SADDAM HUSSEIN FAMILY PHOTO: Undated photo showing General Hussein Kamel and his brother Saddam 
(L) Iraqi President’s daughters Raphad and Rana (C-R) Uday (C) Qusay <R) Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and 
his wife Sajeda sitting centre (Reuters file photo) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
General Hussein Kamel 
and his brother Colonel 
Saddam, both sons-in-law 
of the Iraqi president, were 
killed by members of their 
family Friday, said a televi- 
sion station run by Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son Uday. 

The two brothers and 
their wives had relumed to 
Iraq Tuesday from Jordan, 
where they had defected 
last August. 

Citing an interior ministry 
spokesman, Uday’s Youth 
Television said General 
Kamel and bis two brothers 
Saddam and Hakim were 
attacked by members of 
their family at their home in 
the Baghdad region. 

Tbe general's father also 
died in the attack, which 
claimed the lives of two of 
the assailants and two other 
unidentified people. 

A spokesman for the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman con- 
firmed tbe television report, 
saying the defectors were 
killed along with their 
father by members of their 

rlan 

The spokesman, Adel 
Ibrahim, told the 
Associated Press that the 
two defectors were killed 
when members of their clan 
stormed their residence in 
Baghdad. 

Two of the clan members 
who attacked them were 
killed in the gunbattle, said 
the spokesman, who said be 
said he was quoting a state- 
ment by the Iraqi interior 
ministi 3 . 

General Kamel’s family, 
had sentenced him to death 


after he defected to Jordan. 

The interior ministry 
spokesman said Gen. 
Kamel’s family told the 
Iraqi leader that “the 
treacherous branch of the 
family has been cut." 

“The free pardon which 
the state granted them does 
not .spare them punish- 
ment," they were reported 
as saying. 

Iraq’s official news 
agency, meanwhile, report- 
ed that “competent authori- 
ties are now investigating 
the incident." 

The television report 
came only hours after 
Uday's television station 
announced that their wives, 
the president’s daughters, 
had divorced them. 

The announcement said 
the two women bad been 
unaware of the men’s "trea- 
son.” 

“Raghad and Rana have 
filed for divorce and got it," 
the television station said. 

The general, a former 
industry minister, had 
called for President 
Saddam's overthrow at his 
only press conference in 
Amman a few days otter 
their arrival six months 
ago. 

The sisters had “asked to 
see King Hussein to 
express their disagreement 
with the contents of 
General Kamel’s press con- 
ference and asked him to 
return to Iraq, but nothing 
was done about their 
request," the television 
said. 

The women reportedly 
said they were “misled and 


did not know their hus- 
bands* intentions." 

The Iraqi television report 
described Gen. Kamel and 
his brother as “traitors who 
tricked their wives." 

The divorce has effective- 
ly isolated Gen. Kamel and 
his brother, who were 
described after their defec- 


tion as “stray dogs.’’ 

(Iraqi opposition leaders 
said on Thursday that Gen. 
Kamel had no choice to 
return given his lack of sup- 
port outside the country, 
although it is likely to cost 
the general his life. 

“It was in President 
Saddam Hussein's interests 


to try to reunite the ruling 
family, that’s why he 
agreed to pardon Hussein 
Kamel," said Hamed 
Bayati, a Shiite Muslim 
opposition figure. 

“But I'm sure he will get 
rid of him at a later date," 
said the London representa- 
tive of the Supreme 


Assembly of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SAIR1). 
contacted by telephone 
from Dubai.) 

Gen. Kamel said on 
Monday be had "no quarrel 
with the Iraqi president." 
and had asked President 
Saddam for permission to 
return. “I am ready to face a 


court, answer its questions 
and submit to a possible 
punishment,” he said. 

“I am ready to return to 
Iraq without conditions ... 
Iraq is my country, even 
though there have been dif- 
ferences of opinion. We 
will work for the good of 
our country, wherever we 
are " he told AFP. 

President Saddam himself 
approved the defectors' 
return at a meeting of the 
Revolutionary Command 
Council and the ruling 
Baath Party. 

An Iraqi government 
spokesman said on Tuesday 
that Gen. Kamel would be 
treated as “an ordinary citi- 
zen" in line with govern- 
ment policy “allowing the 
return of any defector who 
asks to be pardoned." 

The defection was seen at 
the time as a blow for 
President Saddam. Jordan 
has since distanced itself 
from Iraq, which had been a 
traditional ally. 

According to those close 
to the general, he returned 
to Iraq to protest U.S. 
Secretary of Defense 
Wiliam Peny's statement 
that Washington and 
Amman were working with 
other countries in the 
region to accelerate 
President Saddam’s fall 
from power. 

U.S. officials said Gen. 
Kamel's decision to return 
bad caused “stunned disbe- 
lief.” 

“I don’t think anyone is 
thinking that this was some 
kind of grand plot by 
Saddam," said U.S. State 


Department spokesman 
Nick Bums, adding that 
“the Iraqi president was not 
in a position to fool the 
West." 

In New York, Madeleine 
Albright, the U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United nations, 
said on Friday the killings 
of the two Iraqi defectors 
showed the brutality of the 
Iraqi government and of 
President Saddam Hussein 
himself. 

“I must say the extent of 
the bruiality of the regime 
of Saddam Hussein seems 
to know no bounds,” she 
told reporters after a 
closed-door Security 
Council session. “Saddam 
Hussein is a brutal dictator 
and his brutality knows no 
bounds." 

Gen. kamel had been - 
interviewed in Jordan by 
Rolf Ekeus, chairman of 
the U.N. special commis- 
sion in charge of ridding 
Iraq of its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Asked about the material 
given to the United 
Nations, she said, “Clearly 
it has been evident that they 
(the defectors) were most 
helpful and the material 
they provided was some- 
thing chairman Ekeus was 
able to confirm." 

“Nothing about them 
(Iraqi leaders) amazes me 
but I think that the brutality 
of this and the whole way 
that they were welcomed 
(home) and pardoned and 
murdered shows a great 
deal about the way Saddam 
Hussein deals with people," 
she said. 


Jordan had no say in 
Gen. Kamel’s decision 
to return to Baghdad 


By Sa'ad Silawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh has 
said that Jordan had not in- 
fluenced the decision by Iraqi 
General Hussein Kamel, who 
defected last year with his 
brother and their wives to 
Jordan, to return to Bagh- 
dad, nor had it facilitated his 
return. 

In an interview with MBC 
television last week. Dr. 
Khasawneh described Jor- 
dan's position vis-a-vis the 
return to Baghdad of Gen, 
Kamel as similar to that of 
the old citizens of Athens, 
whose mono was: "Our city 
is open; whoever likes to stay 
is wlecome and whoever 
wants to leave is welcome to 
do so as well.” 

Dr. Khasawneh said Jor- 
dan had not interfered direct- 
ly or indirectly in influencing 



Awn Khasawneh 


Gen. Kamel’s decision to re- 
turn home. 

"The decision was taken by 
Gen. Kamel himself, a guest 
of His Majesty King Hussein 
and Jordan, who was 
accorded hospitality in Jor- 
dan, in accordance with Arab 
traditions. 


Gen. Kamel’s return has 
raised questions about his fai- 
lure to carry out his plans to 
topple the Iraqi regime. 

In a recent statement. 
Gen. Kamel alluded to a 
conspiracy against Iraq. 

In a statement to MBC. he 
described the idea of a feder- 
ated Iraq as a crime and 
conspiracy that is more 
dangerous than changing the 
Iraqi regime. 

"Perhaps Jordan and other 
countries have a rolt in this 
conspiracy." he charged. 

Sources close to the gener- 
al, however, attributed his 
departure to the lack of suffi- 
cient support from Jordan to 
topple the Iraqi regime. 

Responding to these 
claims. Dr. Khasawneh said 
the two justifications contra- 
dict each other. 

"If Jordan had a role in a 

(Continued on page 7) 


King Fahd back in charge 
after short period of regency 


By Ashraf Fouad 

Reuter 

DUBAI — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia was back in 
charge of the world’s largest 
oil producer on Thursday 
three months after falling ill. 
ending his half-brother's 
short-lived regency and rais- 
ing fresh questions over the 
succession issue. 

The 74-year-old king, di- 
abetic. overweight and seen 
on Saudi state television hob- 
bling with a stout walking 
stick, left the affairs of state 
to Crown Prince Abdullah' 


for only seven weeks. 

“The king is back in charge 
for real but we might see a 
softer form of his style of 
complete hands-on.” a senior 
Arab diplomat in the con- 
servative desert kingdom 
said. 

King Fahd, architect of 
Saudi Arabia’s petrodollar- 
funded modernisation, 
announced his return to the 
helm in a message on 
Wednesday night to the 
slightly younger Prince 

Abdullah, who had handled 
affairs since Jan. 1. 

The king was rushed to a 


Riyadh hospital m Novem- 
ber. The official explanation 
was he needed to rest be- 
cause of overwork. An 
American medical team flew 
to the kingdom to treat the 
king and U.S. officials said ■ 
later he had suffered a 
stroke. 

He was stricken two weeks 
after u cur-bumb exploded in 
Riyadh, apparently planted 
by elements opposed to 
Western influence in the 
heartland of Islam. It killed 
five Americans and two Indi- 

(Con toured on page 3) 


Bahrain calm after 
night of violence 


Boutros Ghali says 
Iraq accepts U.N. 
oil-for-food deal 


MANAMA (R) — Suspected 
Shiite anti-government pro- 
testers in Bahrain set a local 
bank on fire on Thursday 
night, blocked a main high- 
way and exploded gas cylin- 
ders but residents said on 
Friday the violence had 
scaled down. 

Riot police patrolled Shiite 
trouble5pots in the Gulf Arab 
state overnight but no 
armoured vehicles were seen 
and security appeared more 
relaxed. 

Residents said the National 
Bank of Bahrain’s branch in 
Karzakkan, a Shiite village, 
was attacked on Thursday 
night and set on fire, causing 
damage but no injuries. 

No arrests were reported 
and a banker said no attempt 
was made to break into the 
bank's safe. 

Residents said rhey heard 
several loud blasts caused by 
gas cylinders exploding in 
open spaces, which caused 
commotion but little damage 
and have become a nightly 
feature of village protests. 

A main road was barri- 
caded briefly with burning 
dead palm trees near Adhari 
Park, close to the capital, 
which is popular with visitors 
chiefly from Saudi Arabia. 

But residents said the level 
of violence was lower than at 
the start on Tuesday of the 
three-day Eid Al Fitr feast 
when police armoured vehi- 
cles re-appeafed in several 
, locations for the first time in 
a year and violent protests 
were reporteu in Shiite vil- 
lages in the island's western 
area. 

Members of Bahrain's 
majority Shiite community 
boycotted the feast, which 
marks the end of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

in uciviiK-cr iv.m they 
launched a campaign for eco- 
nomic and political reform 
that has turned to rioting, 
arson, sabotage and bomb- 


ings. At least lb people, in- 
cluding three policemen, 
have been killed. 

Shiites are demanding bet- 
ter access to jobs, restoration 
of an elected parliament dis- 
solved in 1975. release of 
political prisoners and return 
of deported dissidents. 

The government, domin- 
ated by members of the rival 
Sunni branch of Islam, has 
responded with a tough 
security crackdown and hun- 
dreds of arresrs. 

The emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Ben Sulman Al 
Khalifa, said the support of 
the Bahrain Defence Force 
(BDF) represented a corner- 
stone against attempts to des- 
tabilise security in Bahrain 
and the Gulf region, news- 
papers reported. 

In a message to the BDF 
commander-in-chief, his son 
Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Isa Al Khalifa, the emir 
also expressed his full trust in 
the 8,500-strong force, prais- 
ing its loyalty, outstanding 
level of training and willing- 
ness to protect the country. 

The authorities on Friday 
identified four men held on 
suspicion of bombing two 
hotels. 

A spokesman for the in- 
ferior ministry identified the 
four arrested on Monday as 
Abdullah Nacuer Moham- 
mad Abdullah, 24, a PR for a 
private firm, Ali Hassan 
Abdullah 35. an accountant, 
Hamza Abdul Hassan Ibra- 
him, 25. a customs clearance 
agent and Ahmad Haidar 

Abbas, 20. an employee with 
u it ate company. 

He told the official 
Bahraini agency GNA that 
the four were members of a 
"terrorist group" and had 
"revealed in their confessions 
...the preparation of home- 
made bombs and preparing 
them for explosion in diffe- 
rent areas." 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. Security- 
General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali has told the U.N. 
Security Council that in his 
view Iraq accepts an oil-for- 
food resolution that could 
lead to Baghdad resuming oil 
exports, diplomats said Fri- 
day. 

“As a lawyer, it seems to 
me that Iraq can be said to 
have accepted resolution 986 
by replying positively to my 
invitation to start talks,” Dr. 
Ghali was quoted as telling 
the council on Thursday. 

Iraq-U.N. technical talks 
focusing on resolution 986. 
which until now Iraq has re- 
fused to implement, wound 
up here on Monday and Dr. 
Ghali said he hoped for a 
second round soon. 

The diplomats said Dr. 
Ghali also noted that Iraq 
was not required to formally 
accept a U.N. resolution, but 
should simply implement it. 

They said he made the 
comments after U.S. ambas- 
sador Madeleine Albright 
told him that 12 negotiating 
steps outlined by the United 
Nations were "back to 
from," with the political goal 
coming at the end of the 


DUMA i Agencies) — Qatar 
on Friday officially called for 
an urgent meeting of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council to dis- 
cuss the failed coup attempt 
in Doha and criticised its 
fellow GCC member states 
for failing to condemn the 
action. 

Qatar’s foreign minister. . 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 


.process rather than stated at 
the beginning. 

Diplomats said that some 
‘Security Council members, 
including the United States, 
remained sceptical about 
Iraq’s intentions after Dr. 
Ghali's intervention. 

At issue is a U.N. offer 
permitting Baghdad to sell $2 
billion worth of oil over six 
months, on a renewable 
basis, to buy food and medi- 
cine. 

Iraq’s economy has been 
crippled by tough U.N. sanc- 
tions,- including a ban on oil 
sales, since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, The oil 
sales scheme, spelled out in 
Security Council Resolution 
986, is intended to ease the 
hardship felt by ordinary Ira- 
qis and is exempted from the 
sanctions. 

"We are still at the begin- 
ning of a long process,” he 
told reporters in answer to 
questions after a briefing on 
his forthcoming trip to Brazil 
and Mexico. 

On Thursday. Dr. Ghali 
gave a 12-step programme of 
how the negotiations would 
continue, saying that five 
steps had already been 
accomplished in setting up 


Al Thani. sent a message 
requesting the special meet- 
ing to Oman's state minister 
for foreign affairs. Yousef 
Ben Alawi Abdallah, an offi- 
cial in Doha said. 

"Qatar has asked Oman, 
as president of the GCC. to 
convene and organise a spe- 
cial meeting in Muscat of the 
council to inform it of the 


the initial talks. 

His outline of these proce- 
dures were repeated to the 
press by chief U.N. spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa, who 
said "the momentum is excel- 
lent and we want to keep it 
going." 

They included selection of 
a bank to hold an escrow 
account from Iraqi oil sales, 
the appointment of indepen- 
dent oil inspection agents, 
the deployment of U.N. per- ‘ 
sonnet to monitor the dis- 
tribution of food and medi- 
cine and the submission by 
Iraq of a food distribution 
plan. 

Other requirements were 
making Iraq’s twin pipelines 
to Turkey operative. Dr. 
Ghali, according to diplo- 
mats, said the pipelines on 
Iraq's side of the border 
would take about four weeks 
to rehabilitate while the pipe- 
line to Iraq's ports on the 
Gulf would take about two 
weeks to repair. 

The last requirement be- 
fore Dr. Ghali reported to 
the Security Council on. a 
deal would be to conclude, an 
agreement with Iraq to im- 
plement the resolution. - 


circumstances of the shame- 
less plot aimed at the region’s 
stability,'' the official said. 

Meanwhile, two newspap- 
ers close to the government 
in Qatar denounced the si- 
lence of Gulf neighbours over 
the coup attempt on Feb. 17 
and warned that such actions 

(Continued on page 7) • 


Qatar calls urgent GCC meeting 




Peres maintains poll lead, prepares 
to launch election counter-offensive 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
‘ Minister Shimon Peres main- 
tained a solid lead in opinion 
polls this week in defiance of 
right-wing campaign attacks 
against him, but experts 
cautioned that the Labour 
leader and four-time election 
loser is still far from assured 
of victory in the May 29 polls. 

Surveys published Friday 
by the dailies Yediot Ahar- 
onot and Maarive both gave 
Peres 49 per cent of the vote ' 
in the race for prime minis- 
ter. compared to 34 per cent- 
for Benjamin Netanyahu, 
head of the main right-wing 
party Likud. 

In the elections. Israelis 
will for the first rime directly 
elect the prime minister at 
the same time they choose a 
new parliament, or Knesset. 

The poll results showed a 
gain of two-to-three points 
for Mr. Peres during the 
week, defying predictions by 
commentators that support 


for Labour would fall in re- 
sponse to the launch by 
Likud and Its ultra- 
nationalist ally Tsomet of an 
election campaign centred on 
personal attacks against the 
prime minister. 

They kicked off the cam- 
paign Sunday with the slogan 
“Peres will divide Jeru- 
salem,*' accusing him of plan- 
ning to hand annexed East 
Jerusalem to the Palestinians 
despite a national consensus 
that the whole city should 
remain the "eternal capital" 
of the Jewish state. Mr. Peres 
and other ministers, in an 
atmosphere Labour Party 
sources described as “panic,” 
spent most of the week de-. 
nying this and other allega- 
tions that if reelected Labour 
would offer a host of conces- 
sions to Palestinians in up- 
coming negotiations on the 
future of East Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

On Thursday, the Labour 


U.S. to compensate 
Iranians for jet 
shot down in 1988 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States agreed with 
Iran on Thursday to pay up to 
$3ClO.UOG to families of each 
of the Iranian passengers of 
an Iran Air airliner shot 
down by a U.S. warship in 
1988. the State Department 
announced. 

The department said that 
in a settlement totalling 
S13J.R million, the two deep- 
ly hostile countries "also re- 
solve a series of banking dis- 
putes stemming from the 
American hostage crisis in 
Tehran, which ended in 1981. 

Spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said that under the settle- 
ment. Iranian claims against 
the United Srates filed before 
the Hague-based Internation- 
al Court of Justice and an 
Iran-United States claims tri- 
bunal were dismissed on 
Thursday. 

The Iran Air Airbus, flying 
from Iranian port of Bandar 
Abbas to Dubai, was shot 
down in the Gulf on Julv 3. 
1988. by the TASS Vincen- 
nes. whose crew believed 
they were being attacked by 
an " Iranian warplane. The 
Iran-iraq war was raging at 
the time. 

The 290 people aboard the 
plane. 248 of whom were 
Iranians, all died. 

The State Department said 
that, in line with an offer of 
voluntary payment made at 
the time by then-president 
Ronald Reagan. $300,000 
would be paid for each wage- 
earning victim and $150,000 
for each non-wage-earning 
victim. 

Mr. Reagan's offer could 
not be put" into effect until 
now because of the legal pro- 
ceedings. it said. 

The state department said 
ihai to pay the compensation, 
the United States would de- 
posit Sol. 8 million with the 
Union Bank of Switzerland in 
Zurich in an account jointly 
held by the New York Feder- 
al Reserve Bank and Iran's 
central bank. 

Payments would be made 
upon joint instructions by the 
’Swiss embassy in Tehran, 
which represents U.S. in- 
terests in Iran, and the Ira- 
nian Bureau of International 
Legal Services. 

If more funds were re- 
quired. the United States 
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Party decided at a campaign 
strategy meeting to go on the 
counter-offensive with an 
attack campaign of its own 
. targetting Mr. Netanyahu, 
party sources said. 

After the meeting several ■ 
ministers lashed out with a 
clearly coordinated barrage 
of criticism against Mr. 
Netanyahu, playing on recent 
rifts within Likud between 
the 46-year-old politician and 
centrist rivals. 

“Even Bibi’s fellow Likud 
members now know it was a 
fatal error to entrust him with 
the party's leadership, it 
would be a far graver mistake 
to let him near the helm of 
state," said Interior Minister 
Haim Ramon, head of the 
Labour media campaign for 
• the elections, using Mr. 
Netanyahu's nickname. 

"Netanyahu and Peres are 
simply not of the same cali- 
ber,” added foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak, who is in charge 


of Peres' campaign for prime 
minister. 

"Peres is experienced and 
Bibi did not even handle the 
(election alliance) talks with 
the Tsomet all too brilliantly. 
One could hardly entrust him 
with negotiations with the 
PLO.” he said. 

But pollsters cautioned 
that despite the current 
favourable surveys, around 
12 per ceni of the electorate 
is still floating and Mr. Peres 
• is far from certain to maintain 
his lead for the 90 days re- 
maining until the election. 

Meanwhile, another poll 
showed that a majority of 
Labour Party members living 
in Jerusalem are prepared to 
yield Israeli sovereignty over 
part of the Holy City in ex- 
change for peace with Palesti- 
nians. 

The survey by the local 
Kol-Jerusalem weekly said 63 
. per cent of Labour members 
in the city would back conces- 


sions on Jerusalem, notably 
concerning sovereignty over 
Muslim holy sites. 

Thirty-four per cent 
wanted to maintain Israeli 
sovereignty over the whole 
city and the rest were unde- 
cided. 

Jerusalem's future has be- ■ 
come a central issue in cam- 
paigning for May 29 general 
elections, with the Likud Par- 
ty accusing Mr. Peres of plan- 
ning to hand East Jerusalem 
to the Arabs. 

In the survey, which ques- 
tioned a sampling of 400 of 
the 17,000 Labour Party 
members in Jerusalem, 21 
per cent said they were will- 
ing to yield sovereignty over 
much of East Jerusalem to 
the Palestinians. 

Forty-two per cent said 
they were willing to yield 
sovereignty only over holy 
sites, possibly through inter- 
nationalising Muslim and 
Christian sites. 


41 vie for Sudan presidency 
as campaign gets under way 
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would replenish the account, 
(he department said. 

Mr. Bums told the news 
briefing that the United 
States continued to believe 
that the Vincennes was tak- 
ing "appropriate defensive 
measures" when it shot down 
the Airbus. 

But. he added: “We do 
believe that, regardless of the 
cause and of the events that 
led up to the shootdown. that 
we have an obligation to 
compensate families who lost 
fathers and sons and sisters 
and mothers." 

The United States has 
already compensated families 
of non-Iranian victims of the 
incident. 

The State Department said 
that under the settlement no 
money would be paid to the 
Iranian government. 

However.- in an apparently* 
differing account, .the official,. 
Iranian news agency IRN A" 
said the United States would 
pay Iran $30 million for the 
downed A-3U0 Airbus. 

The State Department said 
that apart from the money set 
aside for the air crash fami- 
lies. a total of $70 million 
would be paid to settle bank- . 
ing disputes. 

Of this. $15 million would 
be deposited in a security 
account at the Dutch Central 
Bank to pay American 
claimants who receive awards 
from the lran-U.S. claims tri- 
bunal. The account was set 
up under the 1981 Algiers, 
accord that freed 52 U.S. 
diplomats held hostage in 
Iran for 444 days. 

The other $55 million 
would be deposited at the 
New York Federal Reserve 
Bank, to be used for deposits 
into the security account, to 
pay Iran's share of the tribun- 
al's operating expenses, or to 
pay debts owned by Iranian 
banks to U.S. nationals. 

The disputes had centred 
on Iranian charges that the 
U.S . government did not re- 
NWfi funds from certain Ira- 
nian bank accounts frozen as 
a result of the hostage crisis, 
and prevented payment of 
certain letters of credit. 

IRNA said Iran was still 
seeking compensation from 
the United States for destruc- 
tion of Iranian oil platforms 
in the Gulf by the U.S. Navy. 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary or Nazareth Church 
Swcilieh, Tel. 81M74U 
Assembles of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SI. Joseph Church Tel. 624591). 
Church of the Aomadatioa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Terrasaocta Church Tel: 62236ft 
Church of the Aaouociadan Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Chun* Td. A52K2A. 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church Td. 

662526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 

Rr*RtthM Td. K45457 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nazarene Td. 675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in. 

Amman 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied try the Depart- 
ment of Mcicorotow. 

Warm ucnihcr conditions will 
prevail with winds southerly active. 
In the afternoon, temperatures are' 
expected to drop and skies bccom- 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Forty-one candidates will vie 
for Sudan's presidency in an 
election next month that a. 
Sudanese official promised 
would be “fair ana free.” 

Sudanese go to the polls 
starting March 8 to select 275 
parliament members and 
president, although Sudan's 
military leader, Omar El 
Bashir, is widely expected to 
win the ballot. 

Mr. Bashir took power in a 
coup in 1989, overthrowing 
the elected government of 
Sadiq El Mahdi and installing 
in Islamic regime. 

The final list of the other 
presidential candidates was 
submitted Thursday to the 
election commission, official- 
ly be ginning the campaign for 
both president and parlia- 
ment. 

"My duty is to make sure 
there is freedom of express- 
ion and freedom of move- 
ment for all candidates 
irrespective of thefr 'political,, 
social, religious, racial .or 


other affiliations," said 
Abdul-Moneim Nahas, who 
heads the election commis- 
sion. 

“We have made every 
guarantee as an election- com- 
mission to see that a fair and 
free election will take place,” 
he said. 

The election — the coun- 
try’s first since 1986 — comes 
amid mounting troubles of 
Sudan's economy and 
charges that it government 
supports Islamic extremist 
groups. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment pulled out its diplomats 
earlier this month on grounds 
they were no longer safe in . 
Sudan. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, meanwhile, has deman- 
ded Sudan cooperate m the 
investigation into the assas- 
sination attempt last June on 
-Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, in ..Addis . Ababa, , 
Ethiopia. Egypt and Ethiopia 
have accused Sudan of com- 


plicity in the attack, a charge 
Sudan's government has rc- 
.peatedly denied. 

Opposition parties were 
banned in Sudan after the 
1989 coup, and all die candi- 
dates are running as indepen- 
dents. If no one wins a dear 
majority, the top two vote- 
getters will compete in a 
runoff. 

Mr. Nahas promised each 
candidate would be allowed 
to address rallies, advertise in 
local newspapers and hand 
out leaflets. 

But he added the large 
number of candidates “might 
not enable us to give each 
candidate ample time to 
make his programme and re- 
bels, who have been fighting 
since 1983 for more auton- 
omy for Christians and adhe- 
rents of tribal faiths in south- 
ern Sudan. 

. ..More than 13 million-peo- 
ple have died in the fighting- 
and in famines caused by the 
war. 



‘Farrakhan omitted Libya, Iraq, Iran 
upon announcing Middle East tour 9 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Black activist Lotus Farra- 
kahn had notified U.S. au- 
thorities of his plans to travel 
to Africa and the Middle 
East, but did not mention he 
would visit Libya, Iraq and 
Iran, a State Department 
spokesman said Thursday. 

During his month-long trip, 
to 23 countries, the con-, 
traversal leader of the Na- 
tion of Islam movement bas 
visited several nations that 
are seen by the U.S. aminis- 
tration as supporting terror- 
ism or whose human- rights 
'records have been criticised. 

- State department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said Mr. 


Farrakhan had informed the 
administration of his travel 
plans in a letter dated Jan. 9 
but “did not include” Libya, 
Iraq and Iran “in the itiner- 
ary.” 

Mr. Burns said he was not 
certain whether Mr. Far- 
rakhan had requested a spe- 
cial authorisation from the 
State Department to visit 
. Libya and Iraq. Under 
American law, such clear- 
ance is needed by all U.S. 
citizens, except for those who 
live in either country. 

- A U.S. ritizen -ibund to 
.have travelled without au- 
thorisation to Iraq or Libya 
can face a prison term,” Mr. 


Sudanese leader asks Kuwaiti minister calls Kamel’s a ‘theatrical defection’ 
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BOMBAY (AFP) — A 
prominent Sudanese opposi- 
tion leader Friday warned 
Khartoum’s ruling military 
junta of civil and military 
unrest if it did not make way 
for a transitional govern- 
ment. 

"Military action is being 
considered if civilised means 
of persuasion fail. Many 
other scenarios are being dis- 
cussed," former Finance 
Minister Bashir Omar 
Mohammad told a news con- 
ference here. 

Mr. Mohammad is garner- 
ing political support in India 
for a pro-democracy move- 
ment headed by the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), 
an umbrella organisation of 
political parties, trade un- 
ions, women's and students' 
organisations. 

Mr. Mohammad was fi- 
nance minister when the pre- 
sent military junta, in alliance 
with the fundamentalist 
National Islamic Front, 
seized power in a coup in 
June 1989. 

He said the NDA had 


uiicrcu lu cooperate in set- 
tling Sudan's economic and 
political crisis, if the junta 
stepped down in favour of a 
national transitional govern- 
ment as a prelude to demo- 
cratic polls. 

"Should they not take up 
the offer, and it looks like 
they will not, people will 
resort to other means. People 
are getting impatient. Econo- 
mic conditions are getting 
worse.” he said. Inflation is 
now more than 3,000 per cent 
and one dollar which was 
worth 10 Sudanese pounds in 
1989 is now worth 1,400 
Sudanese pounds." 

Mr. Mohammad appealed 
for international help in dis- 
lodging the junta, which, he 
said, had got Sudan black- 
listed globally as a terrorist 
state. 

"It would be incorrect for 
the civilised world to turn a 
blind eye to such a govern- 
ment. The Sudanese people 
are being subjected to terri- 
ble human rights violations. I 
appeal to all global human 
rights organisations to look 
into these," he said. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Kuwaiti government still 
feels threatened by the reg- 
ime of Iraqi strongman Sad- 
dam Hussein, according to 
Kuwaiti Information Minister 
Sheikh Saud Nasir Al Sabah. 
“Anytime Saddam clicks we 
jump,” he said here on the 
fifth anniversary of his coun- 
try's liberation from Iraqi 
occupation. "We cannot live 
in peace as long as Saddam 
Hussein is there and his 
threat continues,” he told the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Police Feb. 21. He 
maintained that Iraq has "the 
power to threaten Kuwait 
and all the region." 

Sheikh Saud, who was his 
country's ambassador in 
Washington during the Gulf 
War, is here to prepare the 
final touches on next week's 
“working" visit by Kuwaiti 
ruler Sheikh Jaber Al Sabah, 
to Washington. 

The minister said the ruler, 
who will begin his official 
visit Feb. 28, is coming here 
for discussions with President 
Bill Clinton on security and 
economic matters as well as 
"the future of the region.” 

As far as Iraq was con- 
cerned, the minister cited 


several "ongoing problems” 
his country has with its north- 
ern neighbour.- He pointed 
out that Iraq still holds 600 
prisoners of war — "de- 
tainees,” as he called them, 
and there were still the issues 
of war reparations, including 
the return of Kuwaiti 
“goods" that the Iraqi trobps 
took from his country, and . 
the elimination of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Without citing any evi- 
dence, the Kuwaiti minister 
charged that Iraq still posses- 
ses weapons of mass destruc- 
tin, saying Saddam Hussein 
"still hides them and he is still 
buying them.” 

Turning to the question of 
Lt.-Gen. Hussein, the son-in- 
law of the Iraqi strongman 
who, with is brother, re- 
turned from self-exile in Jor- 
dan to Baghdad Feb. 20. 
Sheikh Saud raised the possi- 
bility that his was "a theatric- 
al defection." He added, “I 
did not believe it was 
genuine." 

He said Gen. Kamel’s de- 
fection six months ago, which 
was then seen as a major 
blow to the Iraqi leader, also 
raises a question abo - 1 the 
reported new role of j -dan 
“in accelerating the derm, of 


the Iraqi’ regime.” 

In reply to a question, he 
maintained bis scepticism ab- 
out the Jordanian position, 
saying he needed assurances 
but if U.S. officials attest to 
the new role he would be 
ready to go along. He, never- 
theless, pointed out that the 
borders between Jordan and 
Iraq remain open to “lots of 
traffic.” He noted the Iraqi 
regime has been able to re- 
pair its MiG-29s and Russian 
tanks which were destroyed 
during the 100-day Gulf war. 

Sheikh Saud did not seem 
impressed with the Iraqi 
opposition, which he recalled 
had shunned the Iraqi defec- 
tor since he was considered 
“a war criminal.” 

“We do not have a reli- 
able, viable Iraqi opposi- 
tion,” he said, pointing out 
that the opposition is divided 
into many groups. He said for 
them to be taken more 
seriously they have to show 
the ability to operate inside 
Iraq and “not in foreign 
capitals.” 

The minister insisted that 
Kuwait is concerned about 
the plight of the Iraqi people 
“more than anyone else,” 
adding, “they are our neigh- 
bours (and) we have to live 


to 


Bums said. He would not 
say, however, whether the 
would be the case for Mr. 
Farrakhan. 

The U.S. administration 
had sharply criticised state- 
ments Mr. Farrakhan made 
in Tripoli, Baghdad and 
Tehran. 

Responding to the critic- 
ism, Mr. Farrakhan said 
Saturday in Damascus he did 
not fear being jailed as his 
duty was toward God and not 
foe United States. 

■ . *.>■ ■ . "-J- : : 
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with them.” But at another 
point he thought the worsen- 
ing conditions of the Iraqi 
people are “highly exagger- 
ated." 

He also criticised Louis 
Farrakhan, the Nation of 
Islam leader, although he did 
not identify him by name, far 
bis charges that U.N. sanc- 
tions were “a crime against 
humanity" and the U.S. was 
being “wicked" for insisting 
on maintaining the embargo. 

The Iraqi practices are a 
crime against humanity. 
Sheikh Saud stressed. “The 
wickedness lies with the prac- 
tices of the Iraqi regime, not 
the U.N. or the U.S.” 

In contrast, he told his 
audience of senior U.S. offi- 
cials and Mideast diplomats, 
Iran is an important countiy 
in the region and Kuwait 
"would rather have Iran, 
within the international 
security arrangements for the 
Gulf than outside it." 

He said his government's, 
relations with Iran have been 
improving, recalling that 
Iran's- stance during Desert 
Storm contributed to the suc- 
cess of the war effort and the 
sanctions. 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


ing cfaudy to partly cloudy. Scat- 
tered rain a expected with winds 
becoming westerly active. 

in Aqaba, winds will he souther- 
ly active and seas rough. 

Mi/ij' Max. temp. 

Amman 8/31 

Aqaha 12 1 25 

Deserts 5 1 21 

Jordan Valley 12 / 24 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 22. Aqaba 27 Humidity 
readings: Amman 19 per «m. 
Aqaba 22 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Asad 751672 

Dr. Faycz Dabhas 759155 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Dr. Mazun Nhaii 830435 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 6371)55 

Nuiroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sulum pharmacy 6367.30 

Yaeouh pharmacy #44*145 

Shmcisani pharmacy 6$766U 

Najib pharmacy 847632, 


[RBI1>: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 281741 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram. Haddad 985550 

Khali feb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Ccnlrc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63U34I 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 6211 II. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank -TO12I 

Highway Police 8434IC 

Traffic Police 8%3W1- 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605WK1 

Price Complaints 661 17h 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints X97467 

Amman Municipality 

• Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Crfh 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repain 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 77?] J J 

Radio Jordan 774 [ | l 

Water Authority oMOIOtl 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 660131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AMali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn ... 77711110 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89 161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 6U224U/SO 

Amul Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiknu Modern Hospital (IN)VWNO 
RBBk 

Princess Basra) Hospital (Q2)27MSS 

C reek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 


Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (H2J247IUI 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jnrdaniun ( RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. f/MJtfjm- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied. - 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

05 JO Jukana. Singapore (RJ) 

0MO Damascus (RJ) 

Wi00 Aqubu ( RJ l 

W-J9 New Delhi (RJ ) 

Ws55 ....: Karachi. Duhai { Rjj 

lfc®5 Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

l*r-20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 London. Berlin (RJ) 

22:15 Aqaha (odd) (RJ) 

»J0 Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 


12:40.... Muscat. Ahu Dhabi (CF I 

I4t20 Rome (AZ) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20*0 Paris. Damascus ( AR 

Larnaca(CY) 

2 2. - 35 Cairo fMSj 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:15.... London, Damascus (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marks Airport) 

21:25 Aquha(Rty) 

22:25 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights ’ 

(Terminal 1) 

00:25 Beirut (RJ) 

06:20 Aqaha (RJ) 

OMO Aqaba (odd) (RJ) 

11909 

Aqaba. Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 
11:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11:45 Madrid. Geneva (Rjj 

1 1:50 Paris. Madrid ( P 1 1 

12:05 London (Rj; 

12:15 Cairo (Rj) 

20*5 Riyadh (RJ) 

20:10 Larnaca(Rj) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (Rjj 

20J5 New Delhi (RJ ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai ( RJ) 

23:59 Dtuhran(RJ) 


07:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:30 ... Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (CF) 

15:20 Romc(AZ) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

22*5 Larnaca (CY) 

23:25 Cairo (MS).- 

23:40 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

00:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

®381S London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 
(Marka Airport) 

0*00 Aqaba (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET prices 

Uppcr/towcrpnecinnispcrkg. 

Apple 700/ 500' 

Banana „ 600/600 

Banana (Muksmnur) 520520 

Banana (importedj B20Z6SU 

Cabbage 40 

Cam* 170100 

Cauliflower 180100 

Cucumbers (large) 15W 100 

Cucumbers (small) 280/ 180 

Effiplani 200/ 150 

5" r,lc JflOfWW) 

Grape Fniii 221V120. 

400/250 

Murrow (large) 120/ 80 

Morrow (small) 230/ 120 

Onion (crccnt [-WVWU 

Onion (dry) 210/150 

° rjn P 480/380 
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Jordanians return 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Life returns to normal 
today following a six-day holiday for «ov- 
ennnent departments and public organisa- 
tions on the occasion of the Eid AJ Fitr feast 
that marked the end of the fasting month of 
Ramadan in the Kingdom. 

His Majesty King Hussein attended feast 
prayers at AJ Hashemieh Mosque on the 
first day of the feast along with royal fam- 
ily members senior government officials 
and public figures. 

After the prayers, the King met at 
Raghadan Palace with well wishers who 
included the prime minister. Cabinet mem- 
bers heads of public and private organisa- 
tions, ambassadors, beads of the Christian 
communities, the Amman mayor, presi- 
dents of universities, presidents of profes- 
sional organisations and other sectors of 
society. 

The King also visited the tombs of the 
late Kings Abdullah and Talal and the late 
Queen Zein Al Sharaf and exchanged 
tables of good wishes on the Eid Al Fitr 
with heads of Arab and Islamic countries. 

On the occasion. Her Majesty Queen 
Noor received delegations representing 
women unions in the various govemorates 
who called to express their good wishes for 
Bd Al Fitr. 


The Queen also called at the SOS chil- 
dren’s village in Tareq, near Amman, and 
distributed gifts to the orphaned children. 

Meanwhile, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) and the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD; reported reduced num- 
bers of incidents and accidents during the 
past six days as compared to previous feast 
days in Jordan. 

The PSD said that its departments in Al 
Hassa region in southern Jordan reported 
the injuiy of four persons as a result of a car 
accident and the death of two children 
while swimming in a pool in Ramtha in 
northern Jordan. 

The CDD reported an accident in Sweileh 
involving two vehicles, which resulted in 
the injury of four persons, the food poison- 
ing of two women in the Mafraq region and 
a fire in a Jabal Amman house caused by a 
gas cylinder that resulted in material but no 
human losses. 

The CDD also reported a road accident 
involving two vehicles in Sahab, near 
Amman, resulting in the injury of the two 
drivers and an accident in Qweismeh, 
involving a bus and a small car, resulting 
in the injury of a 23-year-old man who was 
treated at Al Bashir Hospital. 


to work after Eid Al Fitr holiday 

King calls Arab leaders to discuss reconcialiation 


AMMAN — (Agencies) His 
Majesty King Hussein has talked 
with the Kuwaiti emir for the first 
time since the Gulf crisis to discuss 
ways of healing the rift between 
Arab countries, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra , reported Friday. 

King Hussein telephoned the 
Kuwaiti ruler. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad AJ Sabah, and “exchanged 
with him points of view on ways 
of clearing the Arab atmosphere, 
boosting Arab solidarity and unify- 


ing the nation, an official told 
AFP news agency. 

Petra said that the King 
exchanged with Arab leaders con- 
gratulations on Eid Al Fitr and 
views on means of improving 
inter-Amb relations and achieving 
Arab solidarity. 

The King made telephone calls 
during the Eid holiday to King 
Hassan II of Morocco, Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman, Syrian President 
Hafez Assad, Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak, Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, Tunisian 
President Zein Al Abedeen Ben 
Ali, Algerian President Al Amin 
Zirwal. 

Sudanese President Omar 
'Hassan Al Bashir, Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi, 

Mauritanian President Muawiayah 
Weld Sidi Ahmad Al Taye\ 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. United Arab Emirates 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 


Sultan AI Nahyan, Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa of Bahrain. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani of Qatar, Saudi Crown 
Prince and Deputy Prime Minister 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz. 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sa’ad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabbah. and Saudi Defence 
Minister and second Deputy Prime 
Minister Sultan lbn Abdul Aziz. 
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Holiday makers enjoy 
Aqaba despite quake 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite 
a recent tremor measuring 
53 on the Richter scale, felt 
in Aqaba on Feb. 21, the sec- 
ond day of Eid AI Fitr. peo- 
ple from various parts of the 
Kingdom went to the sea 
port of Aqaba to spend their 
holidays enjoying Aqaba’s 
beautiful beaches and warm 
weather. 

Reports from the main 
holds in Aqaba, as well as 
the national camp on the 
southern shore, mentioned 
100 per cent occupancy 
rates, according to the 
Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra. 

Director of the Holiday 
Inn Hold Abdul Rahim Al 
Zarou said the hotel, which 
can accommodate 360 
MP&Pit.y&i s .fully occupied 
during^ .the . . Eid holiday. 
Director of Reservations'* at 
the Aqua Marina hotels said 


the three Aqua Marina 
hotels, which together have 
400 rooms, were also fully 
occupied. Sami Al Abbadi, 
director of the Aqaba Hotel, 
owned by the Social 
Security Department, said 
the internal tourism activity 
was extraordinary during 
the current season, noting 
that it is high time efforts 
are streamlined to organise 
tourism by implementing 
the decisions taken previ- 
ously on promoting internal 
tourism. 

Thamer Al Fayez, aciing 
governor of Aqaba, said the 
jovemment departments 
made every possible effort 
to ensure the comfort of 
Aqaba visitors. 

Wednesday Feb. 21, a 
quake measuring 5.3 on the 
Richter scale hit the south- 
ern parts of Aqaba. 
Seismological Studies 


Department sources said the 
centre of the tremor, which 
lasted for 8 seconds . was 
130 kilometres south of 
Aqaba. The sources said the 
new tremors were an after- 
shock of the recent earth- 
quake which hit the area 
late last year. 

Civil Defence sources 
said no casualties and no 
material losses were 
incurred as a result of the 
tremor. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
called Mr. Fayez to enquire 
about the people’s condi- 
tions following the tremor. 
The King expressed thanks 
and appreciation to the vari- 
ous departments in Aqaba, 
ia. addition iq. the , Aqaba 
Municipality, .for ; , their 
efforts to provide" services 
to the citizens in the^aver- 
norate. 



Clockwise, from top left 
His Majesty King 
Hussein joins worship- 
pers at Eid prayers; the 
King inspects the guards 
of honour; accepts Eid 
greetings from senior 
officials; and ordinary 
people; he also deco- 
rates Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh and 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti with Al 
Nahda Medal of the First 
Order 
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Masri: Ministry to establish 
‘comprehensive’ education 
schools throughout the country 


AMMAN (Petra) — In 
implementation of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
directives to the new gov- 
ernment and in a bid to 
reduce unemployment in 
Jordan, the Ministry of 
Education is now embark- 
ing on the creation of com- 
prehensive schools in all 
govemorates, said Minister 
of Education Munther AI 
Masri Friday. 

He said that a comprehen- 
sive school is one where 
students take academic 


courses alongside vocation- 
al training in different 
trades. He added that plans 
are laid to ensure the enrol- 
ment of at least 50 per cent 
of boys and 35 per cent of 
girls in such schools by the 
year 2000. 

Dr,. Masri said that the 
ministry’s integrated plan in 
this respect aims at dealing 
with the unemployment 
problem as called for in the 
King’s letter of appointment 
to the government and at the 
same time boost vocational 


training which opens the 
door wide for students to 
get employment after grad- 
uating from school or uni- 
versity. 

At the same time, the inte- 
grated plan, which will be 
pursued until the year 2000, 
provides for a general over- 
haul of the schools’ syl- 
labuses and textbooks and 
the training of teachers at all 
levels of school education, 
according to the minister. 

He said that the Ministry 
of Education will continue 


to encourage the private 
sector to invest in education 
through opening new pri- 
vate schools and will pursue 
efforts to update legislations 
io this regard. 

Dr. Masri said the min- 
istry will go ahead with 
plans to build new schools 
in order to end the two-shift 
system and get rid of the 
rented school buildings. It 
will also increase and 
spread computer education 
in various government 
schools, the minister added; 


King Fahd back in charge 


(Continued from page 1) 
ans at 'a U.S.-run military 
training centre. 

His handing over of day-to- 
day running of the kingdom 
had seemed formally to en- 
dorse Prince Abdullah as heir' 
apparent and to stifle spe- 
culation about the Saudi suc- 
cession. 

Diplomats and Arab offi- 
cials said the king's health 
seemed to have improved re- 
cently. He has appeared on 
television and on Monday 
read his first address to the 
nation since November. 

“He has looked a lot better 
in the last few weeks. He]s 
less wobbly, far more ani- 
mated, gesturing. He looks 
less like an invalid,” said a 
Riyadh-based Western diplo- 
mat. 

But his sudden return baf- 
fled analysts and diplomats. 

“I’m puzzled and surprised . 


at his return." said Rosemary 
Hollis, head of the Middle 
East programme at the Royal 
Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House) in 
London. 

“AH the feedback I got was 
that, despite appearances, it 
was very, very unlikely, and 
that he was not at all well.*’ 

Analysts said some in the 
kingdom did not relish the 
thought of Prince Abdullah, 
reputed to be less open to the 
West, ‘taking over complete- 
ly. 

“Abdullah was expected to 
exercise tighter control of the 
purse-strings than the current 
incumbent and he has the 
character and background to 
stand up to the religious 
establishment." one analyst 

said. . . . 

“Some of those who would 
be affected by this realised 
they couldn’t do anyrhing ab- 


out it but they weren’t look- 
ing forward to it and were 
bracing themselves with anti- 
cipation." 

A Western diplomat in 
Riyadh said the king’s return 
came as a surprise. “The 
assumption was that it was 
fairly unlikely the king would 
resume power fully." 

King Fahd serves as his. 
own prime minister but his 
younger brothers and Prince 
Abdullah often chair the 
weekly cabinet meetings, due 


■to resume on Mhrch 4. 

Strategic decisions in the 
kingdom are traditionally 
taken by consensus in con- 
sultation among senior mem- 
bers of the large Al Saud 
royal family. 

Diplomats said leadership 
changes could show differ- 
ences in style but not major 
swings in general policies, in- 
cluding oil strategies, which 
have immediate impact on 
global markets. 

The kingdom, exports ab- 
out seven million of its daily 
production of eight million 
barrels of oil. 


Israel, Hizbollah 

(Continued from page 12) 
cycle of violence.” he told 
AFP. 

In a related development 
Friday, Hizbollah -offered to 
exchange the remains of two 
Israeli soldiers for two 
Lebanese guerrilla leaders 
abducted by Israel. 


Hizbollah leader Sheikh 
Hassan Nassrallah said the 
movement would hand over 
the remains if Israel freed 
Hizbollah cleric Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid seized in 
198y and Mustapha Dirani. 
leader of the pro-Iranian 
faithful resistance taken by 
Israeli commandos in May 
IW4. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


lilllll 


♦Abstract f nlastic) art by Mirvat Emile Wahhab at the Housing Bank Complex Gallery luntil March 5.1. 
♦P^n®Wo?da3anand other Arab artiste at Alia Art Gallery ; (until March =). 

*Engravmgs^ by French artists at the French Cultural Centre (unbl Feb. 9). 


Rifai optimistic Jordan-Israel 
relations will bear fruit 


By Caroline Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
newly-appointed ambas- 
sador to Israel, Omar 
Rifai, Friday said the 
Jordanian-Israeli relations 
entered the stage of build- 
ing peace after signing all 
bilateral agreements pro- 
vided for in the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty signed 
in October 1994. 

Mr Rifai, who will be 
taking over his new 
responsibilities as the sec- 
ond Jordanian ambassador 
to Israel on March 1, said 
people have to fee! the 
results of peace through 
economic growth and 
prosperity which are 
already showing. 

Mr Rifai said he will 
pursue the work started by 
his predecessor, Marvvan 
Muasher, who was 
appointed minister of 
information in Mr 
Kabariti 's new govern- 
ment. He added that his 
first task will be to trans- 
late the bilateral agree- 
ments signed with Israel 


into reality as a prelude to 
establishing a normal rela- 
tion based on mutual 
respect. 

Mr Rifai said he will fol- 
low up on a number of 
issues, including the 
Jordanian prisoners in 
Israeli jails. Jordanian 
passports and territories. 
He stressed that be will 
spare no effort to ensure 
the restoration of all 
Jordanian rights. 

Mr. Rifai did not elimi- 
nate the possibility of fac- 
ing some obstacles during 
the implementation of the 
agreements, voicing hope 
that such obstacles will be 
minor and easy to over- 
come. 

Mr. Rifai said peace first 
starts between govern- 
ments, noting thar the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty is almost IS months 
old. In order for peace to 
be genuine and accepted 
by the people, the people 
should see its fruits, in 
terms of economic 
growth, prosperity, devel- 
opment and investment 
projects and less unem- 


ployment, he said. 

Mr Rifai added that all 
indicators are that peace 
dividends are forthcoming 
and will definitely be felt 
by the people. 

The ambassador 

expressed hope that the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, which is part of a 
comprehensive solution, 
will serve as a model for 
the peaceful Arab-lsraeli 
relations. 

Judging by the develop- 
ments on the Syrian- 
lsraeli peace track, one 
can see positive indicators 
regarding the possibility 
of reaching a comprehen- 
sive, peaceful solution, he 
said. 

Mr Rifai said the overall 
objective of the Middle 
East peace process, as 
defined during the Madrid 
peace conference, is to 
reach a just, comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in 
the region, noting that the 
timing and method differ 
from one track to another. 
Given this objective, Syria 
and Israel will eventually 
reach genuine peace, and 


so will Lebanon, Mr. Rifai 
added. 

On his expectations for 
the forthcoming Israeli 
elections, which will be 
held in May, Mr. Rifai said 
it was premature to talk 
about their results or about 
Israeli trends. He voiced 
hope that moderation will 
be the result of the elec- 
tions’ results. 

Regarding the impact of 
the elections results on the 
J onJ an i an- Israeli relations, 
Mr. Rifai said he does not 
believe the results will 
have any impact of these 
relations because they are 
based and governed by a 
joint peace treaty. 

As for his future plans to 
enhance Jordanian Israeli 
relations. Mr. Rifai said he 
will work hard to enhance 
relations with all Israeli 
communities, particularly 
the Arab community of 
1948 who constitute 
almost 20 per cent of the 
population of Israel. 


Arab pharmaceutical union 
to start seminar in Cairo 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based Arab Union 
of Pharmaceutical 

Manufacturing and Medical 
Appliances (AUPAM) 
opens its seveth seminar in 
Cairo Wednesday, with the 
participation of delegates 
from 16 Arab countries as 
well as the Arab League 
and the Council of Arab 
Economic Lenity, said union 
Chairman and Secretary 
General Nizar Jardaneh 
Friday. 

The seminar, which is 


being organised in coopera- 
tion with the Egyptian com- 
pany of pharmaceuticals 
and chemical appliances, is 
expected to review working 
papers dealing with the 
effects of the rules, of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and the Arab-lsraeli peace 
accords on the Arab drug 
markets, said Mr. Jardaneh. 

He said other papers deal 
with the implementation of 
Arab health ministers’ reso- 
lutions and recommenda- 


tions in matters related to 
the marketing of Arab 
drugs, the unification of 
Arab laws and legislations 
concerning marketing 
drugs in Arab countries, 
drug manufacturing in the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
and cooperation among 
Arab pharmaceutical firms 
iu research 

mem of the drug manufac- 
turing industry. 

Jordan. Morocco, Tunisia, 
Libya, Egypt, Sudan, 
Yemen, ihe six-member 


states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. Iraq, 
Palestine and Syria are 
attending the meeting, he 
added. 

The AUPAM, which was 
established in 19S6 as an 
Arab League agency upon 
recomendations by the 
;v .Arab health ministers, aims 
,,a ht Bbosting and organising 
drug manufacturing in the 
Arab World and promoting 
cooperation among Arab 
pharmueutical firms. 




4 World News 


Yeltsin rules out talks 


with Chechen ‘bandits’ 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin said 
Friday that he was ready for compromise to restore peace to 
Chechenya but he ruled out cutting a deal with those he 
described as “bandits”. 

Ml Yeltsin, in a televised “State of the Nation” address, 
suggested that a new Kremlin peace plan would rely on the 
region’s pro-Moscow government shouldering a far greater 
share of the burden for Cbechenya’s future. 

But be gave no details of the initiative to end the 14- 
month conflict with separatists in which thousands have 
been killed. He said two competing expert groups bad 
already submitted their proposals to him. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s chances of reelection in the June 16 presi- 
dential polls have been dealt a severe blow by the fighting 
in Chechenya which has intensified in recent weeks. 

Ml Yeltsin said Russia was not inclined to hold peace 
talks with rebel le ader Dzhokhar Dudayev or others whom 
Moscow has accused of launching a series of - terrorist 
anions in Chechenya and outside the region. 

“We are ready for talks with any political forces interest- 
ed in establishing peace in Chechenya,” he said 

“But we are not ready to make a deal with bandits, even 
less behind die backs of the legitimate government,” Mr. 
Yeltsin added referring to the Moscow-installed govern- 
ment of Dokn Zavgayev which the separatists do not recog- 
nise. 

“Today 1 can say that (the peace plan) will not contain one 
single step but will include a series of complex measures,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said 

“It will include talks as well as finalising the creation of a 
legitimate Chechen authority which wtil take up more 
responsibility for the situation in the republic.” 

In a wider written address, Mr. Yeltsin ruled out an imme- 
diate withdrawal of troops from Chechenya to avoid blood- 
shed between Chechens who collaborated with Russia and 
those who opposed it 

Mr. Yeltsin was speaking on the 52nd anniversary of the 
mass deportation by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin of all 
Chechen people from their north Caucasus land to 
Kazakhstan ami Siberia for alleged collaboration with the 
German invaders. 

In a clear bid to calm fears regularly voiced in Chechenya 
that another deportation is afoot, Mr. Yeltsin said Russia's 
military action there was not aimed against ordinary people. 

“The power of state enforcement is aimed against the ban- 
dits who possess huge stocks of weapons,” he said 
“Federal forces are helping the legitimate authorities of the 
Chechen Republic to start a normal life, guarantee security 
for its population.” 

The pro-Moscow Chechen government Friday stepped up 
security in the regional capital Grozny to prevent pro-inde- 
pendence demonstrations. 

It took Russians and pro-Moscow Chechens a week to 
break up a pro-independence protest in the capital Grozny 
earlier tin's month in which thousands of people demanded 
the withdrawal of Russian troops sent in by Mr. Yeltsin in 
December 1994. 


Reuters correspondent Lawrence Sheets reported from 
Grozny that the city, still in ruins after Russian bomb and 
artillery attacks in early 1995, looked quiet Friday with 
Chechens quietly commemorating their day of mourning 
for the 1944 deportations. 

Meanwhile saboteurs blew up a gas pipeline in 
Chechenya Thursday and leaders of neighbouring 
Ingushetia accused Moscow of trying to drag it into the 
Chechen conflict 

Russian news agencies quoted die deputy president of 
Ingushetia, Boris Agapov, as saying Russian troops entered 
two border villages Wednesday and killed two civilians. 

“The leadership of Ingushetia called on the federal forces 
to withdraw all their military units from the region.. And 
stop trying to unleash military activities on the territory of 
Ingushetia,” Interfax News Agency said. 

“The military justifies its actions by saying it has infor- 
mation there are Chechen rebels in these villages but even 
if this is the case, Ingushetia has its own security organs 
who can resolve this issue,” Echo Moskvy Radio said, quot- 
ing Mr. Agapov. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman in Moscow said be had no 
information on the allegations. 

Pro-Moscow Chechen officials blamed the pre-dawn 
attack on the gas pipeline, the second on an energy installa- 
tion in Chechenya in two days, on rebels loyal to separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

There was no immediate word from the guerrillas them- 
selves to substantiate this. 

“These are links in a single chain of provocations by Ml 
D udayev’s men who are striving to destabilise the situation 
in the republic,” Abdul Bugayev, first deputy prime minis- 
ter in the pro-Moscow regional government, told ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

The attack near Sholkovskaya, close to Cbechenya’s bor- 
der with the Dagestan region, triggered a fierce fire which 
was only put out several hours later after the pipeline was 
switched off. 

It occurred after a week of heavy fighting in the east of the 
Muslim territory and fuelled tension on the eve of a day of 
mourning to mark the 52nd anniversary of the mass depor- 
tation of Chechens to Kazakhstan. 

The Chechen Interior Ministry said it bad put 4,000 men 
on alert for Friday and reinforced checks at road-blocks in 
and around the regional capital Grozny. 

Ml Zavgayev urged people to keep calm Friday and stay 
away from mass meetings which he said could lead to a 
“sharpening of the situation.” 

TASS said rebels kept up attacks on Russian troops near 
Novogroznensky, 60 kilometres east of Grozny, despite 
claims by Defence Minister Pavel Grachev Wednesday that 
their forces had been crushed. 

It reported particularly intensive fire by guerrillas on 
Russian positions near the locality of Tsentoroy and said six 
Russian soldiers were killed there and eight wonnded in the 
48 hours up to noon Thursday. 



The Princess of Wales (right) and her friends Jemima and Imran Khan (left) enjoy a 
show pot on by patients at the Shaukat Khartum Memorial Cancer Hospital 
Thursday. The princess was in Lahore for a two-day visit (Renter photo) 


Diana visit raises $160,000 


for Imran cancer hospital 


LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) — Princess 
Diana shrugged off her reclusive image as 
she signed autographs for 35 minutes at a 
special dinner that raised $160,000 for a 
cancer hospital run by former Pakistan 
cricket star Imran Khan. 

The princess left Lahore Friday, the morn- 
ing after the dinner, the highlight of her 
two-day private visit to help the hospital. 

The princess made no speech to the 600 
guests who were served traditional 
Pakistani food at the Shaukat Khanum 
Memorial Hospital, named after Imran’s 
mother, who died from cancer 

But Princess Diana was pressed into ser- 
vice to sign autographs after Imran said 
women guests could approach. 

Ml Khan said: “I am very grateful to the 
princess for coming here and I hope she 
will visit us again ” 

He said people who attended the function 
were mostly those who had contributed to 
the hospital in the past “I hope they would 
continue to support this hospital,” he added. 

Then Mr. Khan said women guests would 
be allowed to approach the princess and 
soon after, the estranged wife of Prince 
Charles was surrounded. It took her about 
35 minutes to sign all tire books and she 
also spoke with some of the women. 

Princess Diana, again wearing Pakistani- 
style kameez shirt and shalwar baggy 
trousers, this time in off-white, arrived at 
the dinner at 9:45 p.m. and left again at 
midnight 

The dinner was also attended by Imran’s 
close family and his mother-in-law Lady 
Anabel Goldsmith. 

Businessmen, lawyers, hospital consul- 
tants and other guests paid 10,000 rupees 
($290) each. 


Princess Diana sat with Ml Khan’s wife 
Jemima, Lady Anabel and the hospital's 
chief executive Dl Nausherwan Burki. She 
did not address the guests but appeared very 
relaxed. 

It was typical Pakistani atmosphere. 
Waiters, clad in traditional Pakistani dress- 
es wore turbans. A famous Pakistani 
katthak dancer, Professor Saga, performed 
while youngsters presented folk dances. 

Imran who wore white Pakistani dress 
and a black jacket, looked very happy and 
relaxed while security outside remained 
tight 

Princess Diana left Lahore in a private jet 
owned by Anglo-French tycoon Sir James 
Goldsmith, Ml Khan's father-in-law. 

Princess Diana’s arrival Wednesday on 
what was described as a two-day humani- 
tarian trip had raised speculation that Ml 
K han had invited her to boost his political 
ambitions. 

Mr. Khan, 43, who led Pakistan to the vic- 
tory in the 1992 Cricket World Cup has fre- 
quently criticised the country’s political 
system as corrupt and declared his intention 
to lead a crusade for reforms and human 
rights. 

Popular among the country’s youth, Mr. 
Khan who has not yet formed his own party, 
is widely regarded as a potential alternative 
to Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. 

Ms. Bhutto was not invited to the dinner 
and state run televsion screened only a few 
seconds of footage showing Princess Diana 
with her friend Jemima on her arrival at the 
Lahore airport lounge. 

The princess told reporters her visit was 
to help raise funds for Mr. Khan's hospital. 
She said she would also try to raise support 
for the hospital in Britain. 


Under fire, 
Basque 
party tries 
to muster 


big election 


rally 


MADRID (AFP) — Stung 
by a government crack- 
down and public disgust 
over Basque terrorism, the 
political wing of the sepa- 
ratist group ETA will try to 
fill a stadium Saturday at 
its main rally for elections 
10 days off. 

Sources in the Hern 
Batasuna Party said the 
rally in the Basque city of 
San Sebastian was strictly 
electoral and not prompted 
by the arrest this week of 
two senior party officials. 

Still, Hem Batasuna is 
widely expected use the 
gathering at a 30,000-seat 
football stadium in that ele- 
gant seaside city to hit back 
at tire Socialist government 
of Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez. 

Facing public outrage in 
the wake of two high-pro- 
file 1 ETA murders in 
February, the government 
moved against Hern Bata- 
suna this week by arresting 
two of its leaders and 
spokesmen. 

One of them, Jon Idigo- 
ras, remains in jail near 
Madrid after being arrested 
in connection with the 
party's use of an Eta propa- 
ganda video at campaign 
rallies. 

Tire other, Floreo Aoiz, 
was detained Thursday and 
later released after ques- 
tioning. 

ETA wants to include 
Navara in die independent 
homeland it has been fight- 
ing to create since the late 
1960s in a battle that has 
left hundreds of people 
dead. ETA is a Basque ac- 
ronym for Basque Home- 
land and Freedom. 

Herri Batasuna, which 
means People United, has 
called on supporters to turn 
out en masse Saturday in a 
show of support ahead of 
the March 3 election, 
which Mr, Gonzalez’s 
Socialists are expected to 
lose. 
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Yeltsin: NATO growth is 


top foreign policy issue 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin 
said Friday Russia was worried that the 
West was ignoring its interests on the world 
stage and mad e clear the biggest problem 
was NATO’s expansion plans. 

“Russia still has quite a few foreign poli- 
cy problems,” Mr. Yeltsin said in his annu- 
al “state of tire nation” address to a joint 
session of parliament which touched only 
fieetingly on foreign affairs. 

“The possibility of geopolitical changes 
which would be unpleasant for the state has 
not disappeared, above all connected with 
the possibility of the NATO military struc- 
ture moving closer to Russian borders.” 

Russia has long argued that the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation's (NATO) 
plans to expand to include countries from 
Eastern and Central Europe threaten its 
security, but NATO has sought to ease these 
concerns. 

Ml Yeltsin’s comments suggested he was 
aware of the powerful Communist and 
nationalist lobbies’ concerns that Russia 
must defend its interests better in world 
diplomacy. 

But his speech concentrated almost 
entirely on domestic issues ahead of a pres- 
idential election on June 16. He stuck to 
familiar ground 'on foreign policy and 
declined to take the opportunity to launch 
•any fierce attacks off the WesL ,J . 

Ml Yeltsin made clear he was upset by 
opposition abroad to moves to forge closer 
ties between countries in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), which comprises 12 of the 15 former 
Soviet republics. 

The West is wary of any actions that could 
raise the prospect of the Soviet Union being 
reformed. 

Mr. Yeltsin also refereed in passing to 
resentment that Russia's voice had not been 
heard in the peace-making process in for- 
mer Yugoslavia and expressed concent that 
otter countries might not stick to the terms 
of international arms treaties. 

“We are alarmed by the calls made in a 
number of countries to ignore and directly 
contradict Russian’s legal interests in the 
CIS, in the course of regulating the 
Yugoslav crisis, in questions of the balance 
of conventional arms in Europe and observ- 
ing to the letter the ABM treaty,” be said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s unease over the future of the 
anti-ballistic missile (ABM) treaty signed 
by Moscow and Washington in 1972 
appeared to be caused by plans by 
Republican congressional leaders in the 
United States to hold hearings on the valid- 
ity of the treaty. 

President Yeltsin, taking another swipe at 
his hawkish defence minister, blasted 
Russia’s military leaders Friday for mishan- 
dling military reform and neglecting the 
interests of servicemen. 

“I do not share the opinion of some top 


U.S. to help train future Angolan army 


LUANDA (R) — A United States general 
has said his country had agreed to assist 
Angola in training soldiers in a future inte- 
grated Angolan army including former 
UNTTA guerrillas. 

General James Jamerson, a four-star gen- 
eral in the U.S. Air Force and second in 
co mmand of the U.S. European Command, 
told reporters during a two-day visit to 
Angola: 

“We are beginning the initial exploration 
of military cooperation. There is a pro- 
gramme called the International Military 
Education and Training Programme 
(IMET)... It is the right kind of programme 
to begin a military relationship. 

“My estimate is that much of this will be 
used for training and there will be plenty of 
opportunities of that with the integration of 
the two forces,” be said. 

The Angolan government and UNITA 
signed a peace pact in November 1994 to 
end two decades of fighting which began 
soon after independence from Portugal in 
1975. 

Gen. Jamerson said it would be up to the 
Angolan military to deckle on exactly what 
areas training was needed. 

“We would assist in training soldiers in a 
variety of areas...It is important to consider 
that Angola has a competent military 
now... and it would be up to the Angolan ‘ 
military to look at what is. available and see 
what types of training would be important 


to them, such as the training of non-com- 
missioned officers...” 

Angola’s army chief, General Joao De 
Matos told reporters earlier ”We are doing 
an analysis of the situation and addressing 
fundamental questions on cooperation.” 

Gen. Jamerson said bis two-day visit had 
focused on Angola’s 15-month-old peace 
process after talks with the government and 
UNITA. 

“This is a critical time for Angola and it is 
time for parties to come together to find 
peace, to not consider this as who won, who 
lost, but to consider this as Angola's future. 
My bottom line assessment would be sig- 
nificant optimism but still a very tough time 
ahead.” , 

Gen. Jamerson said he had uiged bis mil- 
itary counterparts to quickly integrate the 
two armies. 

A senior Angolan military official said a 
private U.S. -based military company, made 
up of retired officers, had also approached 
the government offering help. 

“The Military Professional Resources Inc. 
(MPRI) has approached the government on 
offering Angola’s military assistance in 
training and other areas,” he told Reuters. 

He said the first meeting between MPRI 
and senior Angolan army officers had taken 
place at the end of last year. 


Thieves steal keys 
to Windsor Castle 


LONDON (R) — Thieves 
sparked a major security 
alert when ttey stok a car 
containing 20 security 
passes and three keys to 
Windsor Castle, where 
Queen Elizabeth .spends 

much of her free time, 
British newspapers report- 
ed. Police chiefs held 
urgent meetings after fee 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin follows soldiers of the guard of honour to lay a wreath 
at the Ibmb of the Unknown Soldier next to the Kremlin wall Friday. The ceremony 
was held in connection with the Defenders of the Fatherland Day (former Soviet 


been left in a car belonging 
to a member of the royal 
family’s special protection 
team, vanished wheb the 
vehicle was stolen,.. the 
reports said. In the current 
climate, wife fee Irish 
Republican Army active on 
the mainland, it was an act 
of extreme stupidity to 
have left these things m the 
cat;” a senior police source 
told the Sun newspaper. 


1% 


Pavarotti admits 
affair with young 
secretary 


military leaders that reform is going well/ 
Mr. Yeltsin said in his annual State of the 
Nation address to parliament, clearly refer- 
ring to Defence Minister Pavel Grachev. 

“How can someone talk about success if 
fee armed forces get too little care from 
state bodies and their minimal needs are not 
met,” said Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin who has announced (dans to 
seek reelection in June, wants to win sup- 
port from millions of families of solders 
and officers as well as workers at military 
enterprises. 

The armed forces long received priority 
attention and financial backing from die 
Soviet government but have suffered severe 
hardships since the Communist superpower 
collapsed. 

Top officers complain that a lack of cash 
does not allow them to buy new weapons 
and carry out proper training for fee troops, 
while many military enterprises are about to 
dose down because of a lack of orders. 

They are also furious about low pay and 
often receive their wages months late. 

The military have openly accused 
Moscow politicians of betraying them in 
Chechenya, where the armed fences were 
sent in December 1994 to quell the rebel 
region’s independence bid. . . 

The Chechen conflict has damaged tradi- 
' tional respect fra: fee armed forces and 
fuelled military service dodging by young 
men reluctant to fight in the unpopular con- 
flict 

“Relations between the professional mili- 
tary and society and the attitude of officers 
towards the government and politicians are 
now nearly as bad as in 1917” the liberal 
newspaper Sevodnya wrote Friday, refer- 
ring to the Bolshevik Revolution. 

The success of the Communist takeover 
in 1917 was helped by support from fee 
army, exhausted by three years of World 
War I and negligence by top authorities. 

In last year’s state of the nation address, 
Mr. Yeltsin also spoke of bis discontent 
wife the pace of military reform and pro- 
nounced 1995 as a “year of mUitaiy 
reform”. But little has been done to change 
fee. situation in the armed forces. 

“The way the military reform has been 
handled so far, without any system, cannot 
be called a real reform,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
Friday. 

Geo. Grachev has rejected calls by 
Russian liberals to reject conscription and 
reduce the armed forces dramatically below 
fee planned 1.9 million. He has said a pro- 
fessional army would be too expensive fra: 
Russia now. 

Mr. Yeltsin has long defended Gen. 
Grachev, rewarding him for his personal 
loyalty. But his recent criticism suggests he 
is blaming Gen. Grachev for the failure of 
reforms as June’s presidential election 
approaches. 


‘Don’t make a 
monkey out of 
chimps’ 


SAO PAULO (R) — 
Brazil’s Environmental 
Protection Institute said it 
would try to ban television 
advertisements for beer 
;«nd soft drinks-' which 
depict chimpanzees driving 
7!|eqps and swffling“ drinks 
rfesrid bikini -clad women. 
“Driving a car and drinking 
beer or soda is not a mon- 
key’s natural habitat,” said 
Lilian Daher, a spokes- 
woman for fee govern-, 
meet’s environmental insti- 
tute Ibama. An Ibama attor- 
ney will ask a Sao Paulo 
judge to block the airing of 
all ads showing chim- 
panzees in unnatural sur- 
roundings, Ms. Daher said. 


Sicily zoo keepers 
ruffle feathers in 
pay protest 


PALERMO (R) — Six zoo 
keepers, who say they have 
not been paid for over a 
year, locked themselves in 
a cage fell of birds and 
vowed not to come out 
until they received their 
pay cheques. The six keep- 
ers moved in wife fee zoo’s 
geese and herons in the 
Sicilian capital’s famous 
D’ Orleans Park and said if 
their demands were not met 
they would also start a 
hunger strike. “The local 
authorities take care of the 
animals but don’t do any- 
thing for ns,” said one of 
the workers. The small 
Palermo zoo is owned by 
regional authorities who 
pay a private operator, 
Salvatore Laurieella, to run 
fee park. 


Argentine judge 
orders Iglesias 
ranch sold 


BUENOS AIRES. (R) — 
An Argentine judge has 
ordered feat a ranch owned 
by Spanish singer Julio 
Iglesias be auctioned on 
March 1 unless be pays a 
local songwriter $300,000 
for plagiarism, a court offi- 
cial said. Songwriter Larry 
Moreno sued Iglesias in 
1987, alleging his song 
Morrinas bore a .close 
resemblance to his ov/n 
tune Yolanda. Civil Court 
Judge Carmen Ubiedo 
ruled in 1993 that at least 
eight consecutive bars of 
the song were taken from 
Yolanda and ordered 
Iglesias to pay damages. 
Iglesias appealed and lost 
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ROME (R) —Italian tenor 
Luciano Pavarotti has 
finally admitted he is hav- 
ing an affair wife his young 
secretary, an I talian maga- 
zine said. Chi ma garinp. 
splashed photographs ac- 
ross the front cover of its 
latest edition showing the 
well-built Pavarotti and his 
26-year-old secretary Nico- 
letta Mantovani kissing in 
the sea during a recent hol- 
iday in Barbados. App- 
roached by a journalist, 60- 
year-old Pavarotti said be 
was very happy with 
Mantovani. Chi said Pava- 
rotti’s wife of 35 years, 
Adua, had already started 
divorce proceedings 
against the opera superstar 
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Seven-year-old David Mansell walks through what once was his bedroom in his family’s trailer home in Poolville, 
Texas. Over 40,000 acres of land in the North Texas region burned in a raging grass fire (Reuter photo) 

Firefighters contain huge Texas grass fires 


DALLAS (R) — Firefigh- 
ters and military helicopters 
managed to contain raging 
grass fires in north Texas 
late Thursday, but not 
before the blazes left behind 
a trail of destruction. 

The fires consumed thou- 
sands of acres of prairie 
land north of Fort Worth 
and destroyed dozens of 
homes before the emer- 
gency teams managed to 
contain most of them before 
dark. 

“It looks pretty good now. 
We have it contained and if 
the fire lines hold through 
the night, it’ll be under con- 
trol in the morning,” Fire 
Marshal Jeff Edwards said 
from the biggest, 16-kiIo- 
metres long fire in Parker 
County and Wise County. 


But Stale Forestry and 
Fire Service officials said 
smaller fires were still ignit- 
ing and they would stay on 
full alert for further blazes. 

The fires, among the 
worst in the stale's history, 
were caused by a mix of 
intense 95-degree Fahren- 
heit (35-CeJsius) heat, dry 
grass, strong winds and sus- 
pected arson from juveniles. 

“We are in an extremely 
dangerous situation ...Texas 
is a tinderbox right now," 
Governor George Bush said 
on a tour of the affected 
areas. 

He. promised families left 
homeless that they would be 
helped and said he had 
appealed to President Bill 
Clinton on Thursday to 
declare Texas a disaster 


zone and extend emergency 
aid. 

Heavy machinery as well 
as air force helicopters and 
planes were deployed 
throughout the day to dig 
firebreaks and drop thou- 
sands of gallons of water 
and chemicals onto the fires 
which began Wednesday. 

Fire officials said 16,000 
to 25,000 acres (6,464 to 
10,100 hectares) of land 
was consumed by fire over 
the last two days. Between 
50 and 80 homes and 
dozens of bams were 
wrecked. 

About 50 firefighters and 
civilians suffered smoke 
inhalation, shock or exhaus- 
tion. No deaths were report- 
ed. 

Television pictures 


showed devastated home- 
owners looking through the 
charied remains of their 
houses trying to salvage any 
belongings. 

One tearful resident of 
Parker County, Joann Page, 
said she and her husband 
arrived home to find then- 
house burned to the ground 
and their dog dead. “We 
usually take our dog with us 
but this time we left him in 
the pen," she told local tele- 
vision. 

Fire departments and vol- 
unteers from across the state 
rushed to the areas worst hit 
to help out. At the height of 
the crisis, the biggest fire 
was consuming 1,000 acres 
(404 hectares) of land every 
half hour, one fire official 
said. 


Buchanan, Alexander 


trade barbs, attack Dole 


TEMPE, Arizona (R) — 
Republican presidential 
■■■candidates Pat Buchanan 
' and Lamar Alexander 
hammered each outer 
and flayed an absent U.S. 
Senate majority leader 
Bob Dole in a televised 
debate Thursday as the 
bruising 1996 presiden- 
tial campaign came to the 
west 

Sen. Dole, still reeling 
from Mr. Buchanan’s 
victory Tuesday in the 
New Hampshire primary, 
did not show up for the 
debate, held uve days 
before the Arizona pri- 
mary, the next major test 
of the campaign. 

Four of those seeking 
the Republican nomina- 
tion to face U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in 
November entered the 
debate: Mr. Buchanan, 
who is leading a populist 
revolt against the 
Republican establish- 
ment; Mr. Alexander, a 
former education secre- 
tary and governor of 
Tennessee; millionaire 
publisher Steve Forbes, 
and California 

Representative Bob 
Denman, who has won 
only a handful of votes in 
the race so far. 

Arizona newspapers, 
radio and television sta- 
tions took Sen. Dole's 
absence as a snub to the 
state and political opera- 
tives. Even some from 
the Sole camp said it was 
a major mistake that 
risked another defeat. 

Sen. Dole, campaign- 
ing in Colorado, dis- 
missed the criticism. “We 
don’t let other people 
determine our schedule. 
We determine our own 
schedule. We want to win 
the nomination. I debate 
every day in the Senate. 
These guys don't know 
how to debate," he said. 

Mr. Alexander, who 
was narrowly behind 
Sen. Dole in New 
Hampshire, came out 
swinging against the 72- 
year-old Senate majority 
leader. “Senator Dole 
should be here tonight if 
he wants to be the 
Republican nominee for 
president,” he said. 

“Arizona is an important 
state and this is an idea con- 
test and our nominee can’t 
on negative ads. 


endorsements and ducking 
idea contests like tonight,” 
be said. 

Mr. Alexander then turned 
around to attack Mr. 
Buchanan. “Pat, I’m not 
going to let you hijack our 
party ... Buchananism is 
wrong for our country, 
wrong for ofir party,” he 
declared, accusing Mr. 
Buchanan of trying to build 
a wall around the country 
and adopt a policy of isola- 
tionism. 

Mr. Buchanan, never one 
to shy away from a brawl, 
said he represented a new 
kind of bold, unapologetic 
conservatism that spoke for 
people with no voice and 
for unborn children. 

“I would say to the former 
secretary of education, you 
need a little education, 
Lamar," be said. 

Polls show Arizona 
Republicans largely unde- 
cided about who to vote for 
to face Mr. Clinton, who is 
unopposed for the 
Democratic nomination. 

But the spotlight was on 
Mr. Buchanan, who 
emerged from New 
Hampshire with tremen- 
dous momentum for his 
anti-free trade, anti-big 
business crusade. His sud- 
den rise has scared many 
Republicans who fear Mr. 
Buchanan is splitting their 
party and will lead it to cer- 
tain defeat by Mr. Clinton. 

The outlines of a stop 
Buchanan movement 
appeared to be taking 
shape, with party moderates 
like former Housing 
Secretary Jack Kemp, 
Retired General Colin 
Powell and New York 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
attacking him as an extrem- 


ist. 


win 


Mr. Buchanan was quick 
to strike back. “1 would 
urge my critics and oppo- 
nents in the strongest terms 
to stick to the issues, stick 
to the ideas, stop the name- 
calling because it is you 
who are risking the unity of 
this party, not I," he told 
reporters at Tucson Airport 
Gen. Powell, who could 
have been a prime 
Republican contender but 
spumed efforts to draft him 
last autumn, said Mr. 
Buchanan was preaching 
intolerance and he could 
not vote for him. 


Tamil Tigers kill 11 


Sri Lanka villagers 


COLOMBO .(Agencies) — Tamil Tiger guerrillas raided a 
Sinhalese village mrio^-central. Sri , Lanka and killed 11 
people for the loss of at least 10 of tifieir own fighters, offi- 
cials and the. military- said Friday."; ~ • - • 

About 50 gunmen from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) stormed the remote village of 
Mahanikawewa in the district of Anuradhapura and killed 
two soldiers and two constables guarding it, officials said. 

Chief military spokesman Sarath Munasinghe said the 
Tigers then killed seven civilians but were driven out by 
military reinforcements who killed at least 10 guerrillas. 

Five automatic rifles and five unexploded bombs were 
recovered from the rebels. 

‘This is a big setback to the Tigers.” Brig. Munasinghe 
told reporters. ‘They are losing heavily because security 
forces and the civilians reacted promptly and took counter 
measures.” 

The latest massacre came four months after a spate of 
similar attacks against Sinhalese villages, killing at least 
125 civilians. 

The separatist LTTE has been accused of killing 
Sinhalese civilians in a bid to drive them out of the north- 
ern and eastern regions which they claim as their tradition- 
al homeland. 

In another development, two soldiers died in a mine 
explosion in the northern peninsula of Jaffna late Thursday, 
Brig. Munasinghe said. 

Security forces captured Jaffna town, the former bastion 
of the Tigers after nearly 50 days of fighting last year but 
the guerrillas planted explosives before they were chased 
out. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka’s justice minister said Friday a 
devolution package for the Tamils was the last chance to 
find a political solution to the country’s ethnic crisis for the 
next 20 years. 

Professor G.L. Peiris, a key figure behind many of the 
proposals, said there were bound to be hurdles as the legal 
draft fights its way through an all-party parliamentary 
select committee, parliament and then a national referen- 
dum. 

“There are stumbling blocks of different kinds,” he told a 
cabinet press conference. 

“The first is the polarised nature of Sri Lankan politics 
which has been the principal reason why a solution has 
been difficult to arrive at over the years." 

But now, he added, there was wide recognition on all 
sides of the need to lift the problem away from confronta- 
tional politics and find some kind of consensus. 

He said it would not be useful to consider failure. 

T am bold to announce that if this fails, for the next 20 
years there will be no political solution," he said. 

“Everyone is aware of the need for a political solution... 
There is a spirit of goodwill. Minorities realise that extrav- 
agant demands will be impracticable." 

The peace package offers wide-ranging executive and 
legislative powers to Tamils who make up about 17 per 
cent of majority-Sinhalese Sri Lanka and who have long 
complained of discrimination in language, education and 
employment. 

Right-wing Sinhalese and many Buddhist monks criti- 
cise the plan f or in effect breaking up the country and 
rewarding the LTTE, who have fought for a homeland in 
the north and east since 1983. 

Moderate Tamil parties have cautiously welcomed the 
proposals but warned against any attempt to dilute them to 
appease right-wing critics. 

The main opposition United National Party (UNP), 
which has 85 seats in the 225-seat parliament, can block 
the plan, which needs to be passed by a two-thirds majori- 
ty in parliament. 

The ruling People’s Alliance, which knocked the UNP 
from 17 years in power in 1994, has 113 seats. 

The proposals go before the select committee, where 
they need a simple majority, on March 7. 
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China is afraid of immediate 


reunification with Taiwan — Lee 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwanese President Lee Teng-Hui 
Friday said China was afraid of immediate reunification 
with Taiwan because of its own internal problems. 

“They (China) have their own problems, even more seri- 
ous than ours. They are afraid to have immediate unifica- 
tion with (Taiwan) if they are asked to do so," Mr. Lee told 
some 150 foreign and local journalists in a press confer- 
ence, his first at his office in almost two years. 

Mr. Lee said Taiwan would not give up its efforts to 
increase substantive ties Math other countries even though 
the move would anger China, which is massing some 
150,000 men far a large-scale military exercise off 
Taiwan’s doorstep to intimidate the island ahead of its pres- 
idential elections. 

“The Chinese Communists should not find fault of our 
pragmatic diplomatic policy. They shouldn't think our ties 
with others would hamper their development," he said. 

He said Taiwan removed its state of emergency in 1 99 1 to 
ease hostility with China, but until now, Beijing has mad? 
no action to respond to this move. 

He said Beijing had criticised him for only paying lip ser- 
vice to the reunification issue, but even if Taiwan asked for 
unification with China immediately, Beijing would be 
unable to do so because it has too many internal problems. 

He said a “peace treaty” between Taiwan and China was 
essential for improving mutual ties and eventual reunifica- 
tion. 

He said progress towards democracy on this Nationalist 
island had scared China and forced it to resort to military 
threats in a sign of its own weakness. 

Mr. Lee said that Beijing was left with no choice but to 
accuse him of seeking to promote independence since 
Taiwan’s progress towards democracy — which accelerat- 
ed under his presidency — had left the mainland powerless 
to fight back. 

“Our ability to break out of (diplomatic confinement) and 
show ourselves in the international arena ... the fact that 
Taiwan can breathe now ... (this) scares the Chinese 


Communists," he said. 

Taiwan and China separated after the end of a civil war in 
1949, but both the Nationalist and the Communist govern- 
ments, despite denouncing each other’s sovereignty claim 
over all of China, have agreed that the two sides should 
reunite eventually. 

China has warned that if Taiwan declares independence, 
h will attack the island. It also sees moves by Taiwan to 
expand its international profile as an attempt to seek inde- 
pendence. 

Speaking a month before key presidential elections, Mr. 
Lee expressed strong confidence in the island's armed 
forces, saying “they are monitoring the situation closely ... 
confident and well prepared." 

But be stopped short of saying what moves he would take 
as commander-in-chief, if China should invade Taiwanese 


territory. 

Mr. Lee, whom Beijing suspects is steering the island 
towards independence, is running for a second term as the 
champion of the ruling Kuomintang (KMT). 

Mr. Lee’s unofficial trip to the United States last June 
infuriated Beijing, which considers the island part of its ter- 
ritory. China subsequently launched two missile drills and 
large-scale manoeuvres off Taiwan's coast between July 
and November as a protest 

The 73-year-old Lee is joining the presidential race with 
millionaire Premier Lian Chan as his r unnin g mate. 

The move contrasted with his remarks, made at least 
twice, in 1990 and 1991, that be would retire after the cur- 
rent term ends in May. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Lee's campaign opponent, Peng Ming- 
Min of the pro-independence Democratic Progressive 
Party, Friday announced if be was elected, he would imme- 
diately declare independence should China attack the 
island. 

He said be was willing to hold talks with China on a coun- 
try-to-counuy basis and invite Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin to visit Taiwan. 


India , 
Pakistan 


clash over 


Kashmir 


border 


JAMMU, India (AFP) — 
Troops from India and 
Pakistan exchanged heavy 
fire along the disputed 
Kashmir border as the 
United States’ Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
warned the two nuclear- 
capable nations posed the 
biggest threat to intema- 
tionri s^ijifty, , 

Pakistani troops fired 
“over 2,000 rounds" on 
Indian troops late Thursday 
from South Charva Post in 
Sambah sector, 45 kilome- 
tres from this winter capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
state, Indian officials said 
Friday. 

The firing occurred as 
CIA Director John Deutch 
told the Senate Select 
Intelligence Committee in 
Washington that “the 
Indian subcontinent ... pre- 
sents the greatest threats to 
world security." 

Mr. Deutcb said millitary 
confrontation between the 
two nations needed to be 
avoided at the risk of trig- 
gering a nuclear arms race 
between New Delhi and 
Islamabad. 

“We are concerned that 
India is considering the 
possibility of a nuclear test 
And we have judged that if 
India should test Pakistan 
would follow,” he said. 

Relations between India 
and Pakistan, which have 
fought three wars since 
1947, re main “unsatisfac- 
tory,” Mt Deutch said, 
adding that “the potential 
for conflict is high.” 

“Since each of these 
nations possess nuclear 
capability, every effort 
must be made to support 
our U.S. policymakers who 
are seeking to avoid mili- 
tary confrontation," he 
said. 

“We are especially con- 
cerned about Pakistani 
efforts, some in coopera- 
tion with China, to acquire 
additional nuclear technol- 
ogy,” he added. 

However, the Indian BSF 
spokesman said die shoot- 
ing across the militarised 
bonder involved only medi- 
um and light machine guns 
in what he said was an 
exercise to provide cover 
“for Kashmiri militants and 
Pakistani terrorists trying 
to enter Kashmir." 

“No one was injured in 
the attack," be said. 

New Delhi accuses 
Islamabad of arming and 
training Muslim militants 
fighting to end Indian rule 
over Kashmir, where a bit- 
ter separatist campaign has 
left more than 12,000 peo- 
ple dead since 1989. 


Chirac bids to repair test damage 


PARIS (AFP) — President Jacques Chirac 
sought to repair the damage caused by 
France's recently-ended series of under- 
ground tests in the South Pacific when he 
announced nuclear cuts along with drastic 
reforms of the country's defence system. 

Mr. Chirac unexpectedly announced dur- 
ing a television interview Thursday night 
that be was ending France's production of 
fissile materials used in making nuclear 


weapons. 

The gambit paid off. Japan, one of the 
most persistent critics of the six French 
nuclear tests which ended on Jan. 27, im- 
mediately welcomed Chirac's announce- 
ment. 

Government spokesman Seiroku Kaji- 
yama declared, “we are pleased with this 
initiative which is a sign from France that it 
has started nuclear disarmament” 

Mr. Kajiyama, who is also chief cabinet 
-secretary, saidthemove to close a nuclear 
/.plant at Pierrifatte in the south of the coud- 
ttythat enrich^w^iim for miUtaiypur-. 
poses was a major step towards unblocking 
talks in Gen eva f or a Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CIBT). 

Mr. Chirac emphasised that France was 
the first of the five official nuclear powers 
— the others are the United States, Russia, 
China and Britain — to take such a deci- 
sion, but added that France already bad 
“enough" stocks of fissile materials. 

A high French official who asked not to 
be named said the move would oblige the 
other nuclear powers to reappraise their 
position on fissil e mat erials and was aimed 
at unfreezing the CTBT negotiations, which 
have been blocked by positions adopted by 
China and India. 

Mr. Chirac also announced other nuclear 
cuts which had been widely expected — the 
closure of the nuclear testing installations 
in French Polynesia, and the scrapping of 


the land-based component of the French 
nuclear deterrent. 

He said the IS strategic nuclear missiles 
in silos on the Albion Plateau in southeast- 
ern France would be scrapped along with 
30 Hades short-range nuclear missiles 
which had been mothballed in 1992. 

Mr. Chirac said the scrapping of the 
Hades, which could have been reactivated, 
was aimed at reassuring Germany, which 
felt threatened by the weapons, which have 
a range of only 350 kilometres. 

But Mr. Chirac said the six nuclear tests 
had been carried out with “perfection" and 
bad provided France with nuclear credibili- 
ty “for 50 years.” He added: “We are certain 
we possess a totally reliable nuclear deter- 
rent,” which would take the form of war- 
beads carried on five strategic nuclear sub- 
marines and on planes. 

Mr. Chirac's announcement.^ the closure 
of the fissD e material s plant w^s h is sec ond 
major initiative aimed af Securing CTBT. 

Last year Mr. Chirac toofcother members 
of the nuclear club by surprise, proposing a 
“zero option,” banning all nuclear tests, 
even those which were undetectable. The 
United States, Britain and Russia backed 
the proposal. 

But since their resumption in January^ the 
Geneva talks have snagged on positions 
adopted by New Delhi and Beijing. 

India has demanded a straight ban on 
nuclear weapons and a calendar for their 
elimination. New Delhi has a nuclear mili- 
tary capability and carried out a nuclear test 
in 1974. Recently India was suspected by 
the U.S. of planning a new test which 
risked precipitating a nuclear arms race 
with Pakistan. 

China also is opposed to the zero option 
and demands the right to stage nuclear 
tests. 


CIA warns of worldwide security threats 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
faces a host of post-cold war security 
threats from nations and groups around the 
world, Central Intelligence Agency 
Director John Deutch warned Congress 
Thursday. 

“We face, in the post-cold war era, new 
threats to our security. Prominent among 
these is the growth of international terror- 
ism, drugs and crime," Mr. Deutch told the 
Senate Intelligence committee. 

“We have seen during the past years a 
steady growth in terrorism, both state-spon- 
sored, for example, the Hizbollah, and from 
sub-national groups, such as the cult in 
Japan that released chemical agents in the 
subway system. In our view, these terrorist 
threats will continue to grow both against 
the United States and other nations. 

“Free nations of the world are threatened 
by rogue states — Iran, Iraq, North Korea 
and Libya — that have built up significant 
military forces and seek to acquire weapons 
of mass destruction: nuclear, chemical and 
biological,” be added. 

Mr. Deutch said none of the threats was as 
serious as the one from the former Soviet 
Union, but that together they posed major 
challenges that showed the need for strong 


intelligence. 

He also confirmed that the CIA uses 
American journalists as intelligence 
sources but only in rare circumstances 
when American lives are at stake. 

“The policy says that we will not use 
American journalists except under very, 
very rare circumstances where we ... would 
consider the information to be of such 
importance or the access to be of such 
tremendous importance to the interests of 
the United States and to American citizens 
that they would waive consideration and 
use an American journalist," he said. 

Mr. Deutch said, as an example, that a 
journalist might be used who had special 
access to a group holding Americans 
hostage or which had weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Committee Chairman Arlen Specter, 
Republican of Pennsylvania, asked Mr. 
Deutch to provide the committee with a 
more specific interpretation of the policy. 

Mr. Deutch said the CIA and other U.S. 
Intelligence agencies were closely watch- 
ing developments in China . where a new 
generation of leaders was taking power and 
Russia, where he said democracy was frag- 
ile. 


Major pushes to restart Ulster 


peace process in wake of bombings 


LONDON (AFP) — Prime Minister John 
Major, under the gun to restart the bomb- 
damaged Northern Ireland peace process, 
was meeting Friday with U-S. envoy 
George Mitchell ahead of talks with key 
Ulster politicians. 

Mr. Major’s office said earlier that he and 
Irish counterpart John Bruton would hold a 
summit meeting on Ulster, probably early 
next week. 

Mr. Mitchell met with Mr. Bruton and 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring 


in Dublin late Thursday and said after- 
ward that U.S. President Bill Clinton had 
made no decision yet on granting a new 
visa to Gercy Adams, head of the S.inn Fein 
political wing of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). 

“There is no matter pending before him 
for decision now," said Mr. Mitchell. “It is 
therefore, in my judgement, premature, 
speculative and not helpful in attempting to 
answer hypothetical questions which may 
arise in the future." 
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Haggle before May day 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Shimon Peres and his 
ruling Labour Party have once again come under 
attack from Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu and 
his colleagues, this time over the future of East 
Jerusalem. No doubt the Likud is looking right and 
left for ammunition to discredit Peres and bis party 
now that the Knesset elections are only three months 
away. Last week, a fight brewed over even the 
thought of amending the election platform of the 
Labour Party in such a way as to delete the 1991 
clause that rejected outright the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank. This time the 
haggle is over a report in Haaretz newspaper alleging 
•that aides to Peres have been secretly negotiating with 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), prior to the ' 
official final status talks. On both counts, the Israeli 
prime minirfpr had to repudiate any intentions on his 
part either to allow the formation of a Palestinian 
state or surrender Arab Jerusalem to the PNA. 
Perhaps Peres' denial of persistent press reports 
about near agreement on these two thorny issues is 
associated with his bid not to appear too compromis- . 
ing with the Palestinians before the holding of the May 
elections. It must be remembered that Peres cannot 
afford to let the popularity gap between him and 
Netanyahu to narrow, especially when the latter is 
continuously searching for cracks to launch scathing 
attacks on his rival. 


These election tactics, though, should not prevent 
the Israelis from viewing the future of East Jerusalem 
or the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state in an enlightened manner. No matter what the 
official line of both the Labour and Likud parties says 
cm the issue of Jerusalem, the reality is that there are 
two Jerusalems belonging to two different cultures 
and ethnic groups cannot be overlooked. The sooner 
this fact is accepted the sooner would come the day 
when the vexing problem could be resolved. Besides, 
the Israeli voters should be the first to realise that as 
long as Jerusalem remains contested by two different 
peoples and even more faiths, it wonW remain a great' 
Impediment lb regional peace. Commo^^nM would 
dictate that reasonable accommodation between the 
two parties be arrived at as early as posable so that 
this peace can be completed and consolidated. With- 
out agreement on East Jerusalem, the Middle East 
would remain threatened and repdy to explode at any 
moment. 


In theory at least, the Israeli voters would want to 
strike a durable settlement in this part of the world 
and not (me that could be breached over an issue that 
is just as dear to the other side as it is to them. Come 
election time, both Likud and Labour constituencies 
should put true national interests over party politics 
and accept realities as they unfold before their eyes. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


MAHMOUD RIMAWI, a writer for A1 Ra’i daily, 
expressed the view that the coming summit meeting 
between King Hussein, President Mubarak and Pales- 
tine President Yasser Arafat ois extremely important 
since it will be dedicated to discussing ways for sup- 
porting the Palestinians in their coming diplomatic bat- 
tle with Israel over Jerusalem and the other issues that 
have been deferred until the final negotiations over a 
lasting settlement Despite their involvement in the 
campaigns for the general elections in Israel Israeli gov- 
ernment ministers have declared that they want the 
negotiations with the Palestinians to be held in May as 
scheduled, said the writer. Therefore, it is of real impor- 
tance to pave the ground for the coming event and it is 
necessary to find a way for supporting the Palestinian 
stand in the final stage of the negotiations with the 
Israeli, side said the writer. The battle of over 
Jerusalem, the fate of the Jewish settlements and the 
Palestinian refugees 1 question are expected to be fierce, 
especially as the Israelis are declaring their commitment-- 
to keep the settlements and to retain Jerusalem as their 
eternal united capital, be added. The writer said that 
Egypt, Jordan and the Palestine authority are directly 
concerned with the achievement of a lasting settlement 
in Palestine and the coming tripartite summit represents 
a manifestation of solidarity with the Palestinian people, 
needed ahead of tbe coming battle. 


TAHER ADWAN, a writer for A1 Du stour, called on 
Jordanians to back the health ministry's drive to con- 
duct pre-marital laboratory tests, saying that the proce- 
dure has proved nececessary to avoid complications in 
the future. It has been proved that children resulting 
from inter-breeding often have various forms of disabil- 
ities, said the writer. In order to avoid giving life to 
more handicapped children, couples planning marriage 
should not only take the required blood tests but also 
heed the advice to given to them by specialists who can 
warn about what they could expect in the future,, 
demanded the writer In order to have healthy children, 
families should refrain from arranging marriages 
among cousins and close relatives in order to guarantee 
that the inheritance, of real estate remains safe within the 
family bounds, said the writer, adding that the Ministry 
of Health should not be satisfied with giving advice to 
couples but also enact a law making pre-marital testing 
mandatory for all Jordanians. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Iran’s long arm reaches the Gulf 


The troubles in Bahrain have been found out now to be of 
Iranian making. The official statement coming from Man- 
ama spoke bluntly of how training was carried out in pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah camps in Lebanon, how advanced 
training took place in Qum and how Iranian intelligence 
officers gave their expertise in booby-trapped car explo- 
sives. 

What happened in Bahrain is another manifestation of 
Iran's terror in the region which the dual -containment 
policy could not restrain. 

For years Iran reiterated its determination to “export the 
revolution 11 by toppling the royal monarchies of the Arab 
World, including Saudi Arabia, tbe Gulf states and Jor- 
dan. 

It is no longer a secret that Jordan became a target of 
Iranian violence since King Hussein signed in October 
1994 a peace treaty with Israel. Reports from Bahrain 
refer to suicide-brigades organised by tbe Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran, each consisting of 2,000 men whose mission is 
"to resort to any means necessary to demolish and 
destroy 1 ’ what the report terms “the reactionary rulers 1 ' of 
the Arab World. Each recruit to those brigades should “be 
ready to sacrifice his life and be willing to become a mar- 
tyr — to be one of the Shuhadaa “A1 Hussein. 11 The 
twelve training camps in Iran, it is reported, have many 
Palestinians, Sudanis, Bahrainis, Saudis, Qataris and 
some former Afghani Arabs who had acquired war expe- 
rience in Kabul. 

Tbe pro-Iranian Hizbollah in Lebanon has many train- 
ing camps id southern Biqaa 1 where several Iraqis from 
AI-Da’wa Party supervise what many Gulf recruits need 
to know in tbe fields of ideological indoctrination or sab- 
otage. 


The leader of Lebanon’s Hizbollah Sheikh Mohammed 
Hussein FadlaUah was in Iran months ago where he 
described Arab heads of state, saying “they only claim to 
observe Islam. 1 ' 

Iran's occupation of three Arab islands in tbe Gulf con- 
stitutes a new foothold in Tehran's determination to 
achieve political expansion through direct military means 
or through creation of political trouble as in the case in 
Bahrain. 

Hujjatol-Islam Hadi A1 Mudamssi met in Tehran few 
weeks ago with over 400 radical Shiite leaders from his 
hometown Manama as well as Dhahran, Qatief, the East- 
ern Province, Dubai and Lebanon. His call was for an 
overthrow of “secular/? 11 Arab regimes and for a “restora- 
tion" of a Shiite dynasty which once, centuries ago, ruled 
Morocco, Syria, Palestine and Egypt where it built then 
Al-Azhar mosque to be the first Shiite university. 

Mudarrisi, who is Bahraini, originally boro in Jadd- 
Hafs, admitted that his aim was to establish an Iranian- 
styie Islamic Republic in Bahrain. He had earlier organ- 
ised an abortive coup d’6tat in I9S1 through his clandes- 
tine Munazzamet A1 Amal AJ Islami based in Qom. 

The Palestinian Hizbollah, headed by Colonel Ahmed 
Muhanna, had earlier announced its aim to establish an 
Iranian-Style Islamic Republic in Palestine. 

It seems this export of Islamic revolution from Iran will 
target, for ideological motivations., all countries adjacent 
and surrounding Mecca and Jerusalem with the purpose 
of building another Soviet-like Iranian Union at the 
expense of all Muslims. The troubles in Bahrain are just 
the beginning of the implementation of a larger, sinister 
design long planned by Tehran. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

Jordan’s diplomacy to energise 
collective Arab action 


Reviewed By Elia 
Nasrallah 


THE MAIN commen- 
taries in the local Arabic 
dailies last week focused 
attention on Jordan’s 
diplomatic offensive 
spearheaded by His 
Majesty King Hussein at 
the Arab leveL They also 
covered questions related 
to Israel’s election cam- 
paign, the Palestine issue, 
. domestic; and pamArab 

J:i 

r.Taherr Adwan, ,a[ writer 
for Ai r Dustour, bailed 
King Hussein’s recent 
tour of Arab states and 
said the Jordanian diplo- 
macy was clearly aimed at 
reviving pan-Arab soli- 
darity. 

Indeed the King’s meet- 
ing with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak has 
resulted in agreement on a 
mini summit with Pales- 
tine President Yasser 
Arafat to chart ways for 
supporting the Palestinian 
people's national endeav- 
ours, said tbe writer. 

He said that tbe success- 
ful tour seems to have 
paved the way for reviv- 
ing collective Arab action 
vis-k-vis the challenges 
and the problems that face 
tbe nation. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for A1 Ra’i, agreed 
and said that the King’s 
visits to Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt mainly concerned 
the reestablishment of 
pan-Arab solidarity and 
focused attention on 
means of providing sup- 
port for the Palestinians. 

The writer said that Jor- 
danian diplomatic moves 
require backing from all 
Arab states, not only with 
regard to the Palestinians 
but also towards alleviat- 
ing the sufferings of the 
Iraqi people and ending 
the embargo on this sister 
Arab state. 

More coordination of 
efforts and more solidarity 
are needed if the Arab 
Nation is to fulfil its aspi- 
rations and safeguard 
national interests, be 
added. 

Commenting on tbe 
Mubarak-Hussein talks 
last week, Hamadeh 
Faraaneh, a writer for A1 
Dustour, said that Jordan 
and Egypt are, more than 
other Arab states, con- 
cerned with achieving a 
comprehensive peace that 
would guarantee Palestin- 
ian rights. 

Egypt and Jordan aim at 
helping the Palestinians 
regain their full rights and 
confront Israel's procrasti- 
nation regarding imple- 
mentation of agreements 
reached with the Palestini- 


ans, said the writer. 

The two countries are. 
like the Palestinians, con- 
cerned with a final settle- 
ment that would see an 
end to the Jewish settle- 
ments, tbe return of Arab 
Jerusalem to Arab sover- 
eignty and the return of 
the Palestinian refugees to 
their homeland. 

Oraib Rimawi, a writer 
for A1 Dustour, expressed 
the view that the Palestini- 


ans are not in a strong 
a .. position to'- regain their 
t rights apd, lands on their. 
*’ '• bWn; ■stresring the’heed of 
Arab countries’ backing to 
achieve the aspired goal. 

Syria and other Arab 
states should end their 
reservations and join 
Egypt and Jordan in their 
efforts to support the 
Palestinian endeavours, 
said the writer. 

The Jordanian-Egyptian 
moves to back the Pales- 
tinians, said tbe writer, are 
of paramount importance 
since they come on the 
eve of the start of Pales- 
timan-Israeli negotiations ‘ 
over a final settlement, 
said the writer 
He said that the Pales- 
tinians will be in need of 
all possible backing from 


ian lands and could resort 
to violent methods to 
achieve their goals. 

The opposition Likud 
Party in Israel is trying to 
win the favour of the elec- 
torate by raising the ques- 
tion of the future of 
Jerusalem in party elec- 
tion campaigns,' said 
Mohammad Ka wash in AJ 
Dustour 

The writer said that the 
Likud is dwelling on the 
future of Jerusalem 
demanding thaf 3hE city 
remain Israel's Eternal 
united capital, with no 
rights for the Arabs in it 

The Likud realises that 
the Labour Party was 
holding negotiations with 
the Palestinians over the 
fate of the city’s Arab sec- 
tor and therefore it is try- 
ing to erobarass the 
Labour Party’s leaders 
and drive them towards 
declaring a different stand 
vis-k-vis this complicated 
issue and so lose the back- 
ing of tbe Israeli voters. 

In short, tbe Jerusalem 
question is being used as a 
ploy by tbe two parties for 
purely election purposes, 
added the writer. 

In the fight between 
Likud and Labour over 


But, said the writer, the 
fight over Jerusalem as 
well as the other remain- 


“More coordination of 
efforts and more solidari- 
ty are needed if the Arab 
Nation is to fulfil its aspi- 
rations and safeguard 
national interests.” 


the Arab World in the 
coming diplomatic battle 
with Israel. 

An editorial in A1 Ra’i 
daily expressed fears that 
the main Israeli political 
parties would resort to 
extremist positions with 
regard to the Palestinian 
rights and show intransi- 
gence over the questions 
of Jerusalem and the Jew- 
ish settlements as a ploy 
to win votes in the coming 
general elections . 

Tbe paper said that 
extremist groups, espe- 
cially from the right, are 
expected to exploit the 
election campaigns to 
mislead the Israeli public 
and draw them away from 
the path of peace with the 
Palestinians. 

The extremists, warned 
the paper, would oaturally 
issue statements declaring 
their determiantion to 
retain occupied Palc.siin- 


the coming general elec- 
tions, the ruling Labour 
Party chose to ban all offi- 
cial visits by foreign dig- 
nitaries to Orient House 
which stands out as a 
symbol of Palestinian 
official presence in 
Jerusalem, said Taher 
Adwan, a writer for A1 
Dustour. 

It is clear that the 
Labour Party has resorted 
to this measure in order to 
reemphasise the Israeli 
government’s position of 
maintaining Jerusalem 
united and capital of the 
Jewish state, with no offi- 
cial rights for the Arabs, 
he added. 

The Israeli government 
resorted to this measure 
on the eve of the start of 
Israel i-Palestinian negoti- 
ations to allay Israeli pub- 
lic fears about the city 
being on the agenda of 
discussions. 


ing important questions 
are far from being over as 
long as fee Palestinians 
are clinging hard to their 
rights in their homeland. 

The Palestinian leader- 
ship is bound by the Oslo 
agreements to amend fee 
Palestinian charter and 
strike off fee clause that 
calls for the destruction of 
fee Jewish state, said Fahd 
^A1 £anek? a wntef forAl 
Ra’L 

Israel is expecting fee 
Palestinian president to 
convene fee Palestine 
National Council (PNC) 
in two months to approve 
the amendment or change 
fee charter altogether, but 
it also realises feat most 
PNC members living 
abroad do not support this 
idea and therefore a zeal 
technical problem is 
bound to crop up soon, 
said fee writer. 

For fee amendment to 
happen, approval is 
required from the majority 
of the PNC members who 
could be called to hold 
their meeting inside or 
outside fee palestine self- 
rule areas, noted the 
writer. 

He said it remains to be 
seen whether the oppo- 
nents of the amendments 
can win the day or not; but 
if they do, the Palestin- 
i an -Israeli negotiations 
over the final phase of 
peace will be in jeopardy. 

Mohammad Daoud, a 
writer for A1 Dustour, said 
feat there is a general feel- 
ing of optimism among 
the public over fee gov- 
ernment’s moves to raise 
the ceiling of public free- 
doms and to stimulate 
economic activities and 
deal with the question of 
unemployment 
Tbe private sector is 
bound to help the govern- 
ment deal wife the numer- 
ous domestic questions 
feat have plagued the 
country for so long, he 
said. 

But said fee writer, the 
government should intro- 
duce forth er regulations 
and rules to enable the pri- 
vate sector to export more 
Jordanian products, open 
new markets and attract 
more investments which 
can in turn reduce unem- 
ployment which is respon- 
sible for poverty and 
many social ills. 

The government, added 
the writer, is to be com- 
mended for its current 
efforts to. restore strong 
ties wife the Gulf states, a 
move which is bound to 
open these countries' mar- 
kets for Jordanian goods. 


Arabian Peninsula 


faces period of 



turmoil 


By Patrick Rahir 

Agence Fronce-Presse 


DUBAI) — The oil and 
gas-rich Arabian 
Peninsula is going 
through its worst peri- 
od or turmoil since the 
Golf war to expel Iraa 
from Kuwait ended 
five years ago. 

From the return of 
King Fahd to power in 
Saudi Arabia, to a 
failed coup in Qatar, 
political violence in 
Bahrain, and conflict in 
the Red Sea between 
Yemen and Eritrea, 
there has been one cri- 
sis after another in 
recent months. 

King Fahd’s return to 
power, in the middle of 
the Eid Al-Fitr holiday, 
has surprised diplomats 
in the region who 
thought he would take 
longer to recover from 
a stroke in November. 

Few were willing to 
speculate on the politi- 
cal reasons for the 
king’s decision to take 
back the reins of power 
in the world’s richest 
oil-producing country 
so quickly from his 
half-brother, Crown 
Prince Abdallah, the 
acting ruler. 

In Qatar, where the 
authorities put down a 
coup attempt Saturday, 
the- emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Al-Thani, 
accused his father, the 
deposed former emir, 
Sheikh Khalifa, of 
using foreign merce- 
naries to try to take 
back power. 

The former emir, in 
exile in the United 
Arab Emirates, insisted 
feat the coup was a 
result of Qataris no 
longer wanting to be 
ruled by his usurping 
son, who seized power 
in June: ’ " 


only country in the 
peninsula to have a 
Shiite majority, but 
Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait in particular are 
concerned about the 
unrest spreading wife 
Iranian ideology. 

In November, the 
Saudi authorities suf- 
fered their first bomb- 
ing: seven people, 

including five Ameri- 
cans, died in fee attack 
in central Riyadh. 

Iraq, using political 
repression, lias been 
able to contain its Shi- 
ite majority and Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, 
fortified by the return 
this week of key mem- 
bers of his family from 
exile in Amman, has 
retained his grip on 
power. 


“The pros- 
pect of Iraq 


returning to 
the oil mar- 
ket has cre- 
ated uncer- 
tainty in 
many Gulf 
countries 
which 
depend on 
oil reve- 


n u e s 


9? 


This family quarrel in 
an emirate of no more 
than 500.000 • people 
would be of no import 
if Qatar did not nave 
fee world’s third largest 
reserves of natural gas. 
It also has wider impli- 
cations because fee 
deposed emir controls 
most of his country’s 
finan ces via h ank 
accounts in Switzer- 
land. 

In the neigbouring 
archipelago of Bahrain, 
the Sunni Muslim-led 
authorities have been 
trying to put down a 
wave of political unrest 
orchestrated by opposi- 
tion leaders among fee 
country’s Shiite major- 
ity since December 
1994. 

Protestors demanding 
political and social 
reforms including fee 
restitution of parlia- 
ment and the constitu- 
tion, suspended since 
1975, have begun a 
new phase of violence, 
planting bombs and 
burning buildings. 

Other Gulf nations, 
worried by the prospect 
of unrest in their coun- 
tries involving Shiites 
encouraged by Iran, 
have closed ranks 
behind fee Bahraini 
government. All except 
Qatar, which fell out 
wife other members of 
the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
over a key appointment 
to the organisation and 
then broacast inter- 
views with exiled 
Bahraini opposition 
figures. 

Bahrain, like Iraq 
across the Gulf, is fee 


The country, which 
has suffered under 
UJN. sanctions since its 
invasion of Kuwait in 
'August 1990, hopes to 


be able to negotiate 
shortly an agreement to 
resume limited sales of 
oil in return for food 
and medicine. 


The prospect of Iraq 
returning to the oil 
market has created 
uncertainty in many 
Gulf countries which 
depend on oil revenues. 

n Baghdad secures 
an agreement with the 
U.N., it would hope to 
sell 700,000 barrels per 
day of oil, forcing 
prices down and affect- 
ing the Organisation Of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries’ quotas. 


Since 1990, Iraq's 
production has been 
replaced by Saudi 
crude but fee govern- 
ment in Riyand has 
shown no sign of want- 
ing to reduce its 
exports. 

Amid all this uncer- 
tainty, a dispute over a 
strategic chain of Red 
Sea islands has been 
rumbling on at the 
southern end of fee 
peninsula between 
Yemen and Eritrea. 

Yemen, which 
emerged from a bloody 
civil war in 1994, is 
trying to recover 
through mediation the 
island of Hanish Al- 
Kebir (greater Hanish) 
which Eritrean forces 
occupied on Dec. 18 
after three days of 
fighting. 

But despite mediation 
by France - , Egypt and 
Ethiopia, fee two sides 
have warned feat fee 
dispute may yet be 
resolved in war. 
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Swedish city, companies fight 

pollution together 


Old cover story sets off alarm bells 
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By Abigail Schmetz 
Reuter 

fOTHENBURG, Sweden 

When a Swedish trans- 
jj»rt company decided to 
cpan up the image it had 
squired as an environmen- 
ts menace, it homed in on 
iw tyres, which were leav- 
ing dangerous oils in their 
wxe. 

J though no alternatives 
w<£ then available, 
batege company Bilspedi- 
tic4 asked tyre manufacture 
eftjp come up with a better 
pofucL With an estimated 
lQOjpOO wheels on the road 
daiy time, suppliers could 
odEnore the request. 

’"'Tfe had some angry 
responses but we also had 
fepanese businessmen on 
ur doorstep, ready to do 
hsiness,” said Asa Lindell 
E>trom. the company’s 
doctor of public and envi- 
tonnental affairs. 

Tday, Bilspedition rec- 
omiends environmentally- 
friedly driving and service 
pracices, as well os the 
greenst detergents, fuels, 
lubriqnts and tyres on the 
marten to its hauliers. 

The example is one of 
severe success stories for 
enviromental activists in 
this wet coast port who are 
wodriq with — rather 
than apinst — companies 
to prduce healthier and 
safer pictices without hav- 
ing to waiting for legisla- 
tion. 

Bafkd by an innovative 
city temcil which encour- 
agesjdtmpanies to look in 
thein *wn backyards for 
solufms, local authorities 
have joined forces with 
busieses in an uncommon 
allialct 

Tirteid of saying ‘you 


must do this,* we have 
decided to cooperate. TTiere 
are two actors, authorities 
and industry, when devel- 
oping pew solutions,” said 
Goran Varmby of the city of 
Gothenburg’s Environ- 
mental Strategy Office. 

City Councillor Kerstin 
Svenson said both sides 
benefited from the relation- 
ship. Projects are often 
financed jointly by compa- 
nies and local government. 

“It’s a circle of good 
things. We don’t need the 
money back in the city’s 
cash flow. For me, as a 
politician, it’s important to 
have the return in the form 
of more jobs and revenue 
from income taxes ” Ms. 
Svenson told Reuters. 

“When the city is taking 
part in these projects, it 
gives it credibility," Sven- 
son added. “The companies 
don’t get more regulations, 
they get help,” she said. 

Such cooperation was 
responsible for prompting 
vehicle maker Volvo, also 
based in Gothenburg, to 
replace harmful glues with 
more environmentally- 
sound alternatives. 

"By using the cleaner 
glues, Volvo saved 10 to 15 
million crowns (SI. 4 to 
S2.1 million) on a burning 
and filter system it would 
have had to build,” Mr. 
Varmby said. "They are 
keen to be good guys 
because the city buys a lot 
from them,” he added. 

The air quality for resi- 
dents has also improved 
considerably since Volvo, 
among others, cleaned up 
emissions from their plants. 
"Eveiything that was nega- 
tive for Gothenburg was 
negative for Volvo, too,” 
Mr. Varmby said. 


Smaller companies which 
are researching new green 
products say the govern- 
ment's help, such as tax 
breaks, often determines 
whether their products sur- 
vive or not. 

Aspen Petroleum, which 
says it has developed a 
blend of diesel and ethanol 
called diesobol 12 which is 
cleaner than anything 
presently available, says its 
product costs more per litre 
than dirtier alternatives. 

“If the government does- 
n’t find a way to support it, 
it won’t survive the mar- 
ket,” Aspen’s President Jan 
Lindblad said. 

Companies often put their 
necks on the line when 
looking into new green 
products. But for others, 
being a step ahead of com- 
petitors pays off. 

“As a transportation com- 
pany, it’s a matter of sur- 
vival.” said Jan-Olof Am as, 
managing director of Trans- 
ponorbransle. 

Am as’ company is 
presently testing Aspen's 
diesohol among some of his 
truck drivers, who say they 
suffer fewer headaches 
since using cleaner fuel. 

“We have to be on the 
frontline. It’s our aim to be 
ahead of legislation, other- 
wise we'll be surprised by 
it," Mr. Am as said. 

Asked about the return on 
the investment needed to 
test the new products, 'Mr. 
Amas said environmental- 
ly-minded industrialists had 
to take a long-term view. 

"We’re not expecting it to 
come back in three years or 
five years, but probably in 
10. We have to ask our- 
selves what would happen 
if we had done nothing,” 
Mr. Amas told Reuters. 


Not all projects have been 
successful. One taxi fleet 
temporarily tested Aspen's 
cleaner gasoline, called 
Aspen city, telling cus- 
tomers it could offer a 
cleaner ride. 

Money talks, however, 
and the project failed 
because customers were not 
willing to pay higher fares 
than the cabs using ordi- 
nary fuel. 

"They got a lot of public- 
ity and goodwill from it 
But few people are willing 
to pay more for just a better 
global environment" 
Aspen’s Lindblad said. 

Companies agree a high 
profile on environmental 
issues is good for business. 

“In the future I don’t 
think there will be a place 
for companies not working 
on these issues,” said Mr. 
Bystrom of Bilspedition. 

“There is no oil company 
today that dares be connect- 
ed to oil spilles. It’s quite 
different now than it was a 
number of years ago, when 
people tried to get around 
rules,” said Nils Birgander, 
general manager at Gothen- 
burg port’s oil terminal. 

Through a tighter clean- 
ing system, the port has 
managed to cut the amount 
of refined petroleum prod- 
ucts it dumps into the sea 
from 3.5 tonnes in 1985 to 
less than half a tonne in 
1994. 

Still, there is more to be 
done, activists say. “A lot 
remains to be done. But 
there is hope — there is a 
will and a commitment 
today that wasn’t there five 
or 1 0 years ago,” said Jakob 
Lagercrantz of environ- 
mental consultant firm 
Ecoplan. 


Paris restaurant with good 

I 

looks and a past is 100 


BylfrinArieff 

Huter 

PARIS — Chartier, an 
architecturl gem and the 
first restauant in Paris cre- 
ated expresly for the work- 
ing class this year cete- 
brates a century of good 
French cooking at modest 
prices. 

Ope; d in 1896 by 
Camil Chartier, it draws 
Parish s and tourists in 
droves o admire its authen- 
tic bel i epoque decor and 
boister us atmosphere that 
clients pvingly compare to 
that of ]i nilway station. 

Hie qavtmous restaurant 
seats 3qD a a time, and typ- 
ically rnamges to dish out 
1,200 meal, a day by offer- 
ing customers fast service 
and leaving it to them to 
add up the ix own bills. 

“We are lot celebrating 
our 100th bib day, but the 
start of our second hundred 
years,” Minager Daniel 
Lemaire sail proudly in an 
interview. 

Asked wh/ the restaurant 
has been such a success, he 
does not lesitatc: “One 
hundred years in the same 
location, wth the same 
decor and tie same busi- 
ness," he told Reuters. 
“This estabishment was 
created to te a restaurant 
for working people, and it 
has remained just that. 
That’s the essential.” 
Chartier oved its early 
success to the use of cuts of 
meat that no 3ne else want- 
ed. It initially served only 
beef broth and beef stew. 

The economics were sim- 
ple — take the humblest 
and cheapest cuts of meat 
and stew them until tender. 

Voila an unromantic shin 
of beef becomes a “pot au 
feu”. 

A centuiy later, the cook- 


ing is more ambitious and 
its customers adore it as 
much for its unconvention- 
al style as for its prices or 
what they ear. 

Waiters are pushy, lone 
customers are seated next 
to total strangers, and there 
is lots of noise in contrast to 
the reverential atmosphere 
at more conventional 
French restaurants. 

“People here get to know 
one another. After a meal, a 
client might find himself 
going out for a drink with 
someone he just met at 
lunch. In our dining room 
there is a constant exchange 
between the social classes 
and the generations,” Mr. 
Lemaire said. 

“Among our clientele are 
people from seven to 70 
years old, from street 
sweepers to corporate 
chairmen. We are a true 
melting pot,” he said. 

Chartier is in practically 
every tourist guidebook. 
But most clients are 
Parisians who work or shop 
in the neighbourhood. 

“Many people don’t like 
Chartier because it’s so 
noisy and tbe waiters are 
occasionally rude, so I 
don’t suggest coming here 
when I’m part of a group. 
But when I’m by myself, 
it’s my regular (fining 
room,” said a neighbour- 
hood businesswoman who 
would identify herself only 
as Madame Riou. 

“When I’m in Paris, it’s 
my headquarters,” said an 
out-of-town businessman, 
who quietly read a book 
amidst the bustle while lay- 
ing into a trout platter. 

The decor has changed 
little since Chartier opened 
at 7, Rue du Faubourg- 
Mommartre in Paris’s 
Ninth District. It was classi- 
fied as a historic monument 


in 1989. 

An ageing neon sign 
marks the unpretentious 
entrance, concealed in a 
courtyard away from tbe 
street. 

The front door is covered 
with guidebook stickers. 
But stepping through it is 
like stepping into tbe last 
century. 

The dining room is huge. 
Its walls are lined with dark 
wood and lowering minors 
and its enormously high 
ceiling showcases an over- 
sized skylight at its centre. 

Dramatic clusters of 
lighted glass globes hang 
down from the ceiling on 
brass rods, and polished 
brass hat-racks run along 
the rows of tables over din- 
ers’ heads. 

An enormous piece of 
wooden furniture, resem- 
bling a giant dresser with 
dozens of tiny drawers, was 
used by regular customers 
until 1948 to store their 
napkins between meals. 

They were given clean 
napkins every Monday, and 
turned them in for washing 
on Fridays. 

Today, the napkins are 
paper. 

The menu is considerably 
more ambitious though still 
short of gourmet. The aver- 
age bill for a three-course 
meal is 73 francs ($14.50), 
and a small pitcher of the 
house wine to wash it all 
down is just nine francs 
($1.30). 

On a recent visit, a saute 
d’agneau Provencale with 
pommes rissolees at 40 
francs ($8), turned out to be 
a sizeable serving of meaty 
lamb ribs in a rich brown 
sauce accompanied by 
stewed tomatoes and tiny 
roasted whole potatoes. 

The potatoes tasted as 
good as they looked but the 


lamb was tough and the 
plate arrived at the table 
lukewarm. 

A lovely raspberry tan at 
23 francs ($4.60) was deli- 
cious but so cold from 
being stored in a refrigera- 
tor that it was difficult to set 
one’s teeth into. 

The service is brusque but 
highly efficient, as waiters 
wearing black waistcoats 
and long white aprons race 
around the dining room in a 
delicate but frantic ballet, 
performing intricate 

manoeuvres to avoid colli- 
sions with one another. 

When Chartier opened, its 
cables were covered with 
linen cloths. These days,- 
there's still a pink and 
white linen covering, but it 
is in turn covered by thick 
paper. 

Waiters record the orders 
directly on a comer of the 
paper, and it is a house tra- 
dition that a bill is present- 
ed only if a customer 
insists. 

Instead, customers simply 
add up their totals right on 
the paper and leave a 
cheque or the exact sum as 
they leave. 

During its first 100 years, 
the restaurant has had just 
three owners — Mr. Chatti- 
er, then a Mr. Fran con, who 
bought it in 1930 and then 
Rene Lemaire, who 
acquired Chartier in 1945. 

Rene, 84, has now turned 
its management over to his 
son Daniel though be con- 
tinues to eat at Chartier 
most days. 

Famous customers have 
included Italian film actor 
Marcello Mastroianni, 
French rock singer Johnny 
Hallyday and legendary 
cabaret singer Edith Piaf, 
who "used to come all tbe 
time,” said Daniel Lemaire. 


Israel, Syria making efforts 

(Continued from page 12J . 

the region’s Aran states, he f or Cairo, Qatar and possibly 
observed. , Tunisia shows the extent to 

The regional" economic w bich the regional landscape 

summits in Casablanca and has changed." Looking to the 

Amman also helped Israel future, Mr. Rabinovich 
develop its economic rcla- ev oked the day when the 
tions within the Middle East, countries of the Middle East 
the Israeli ambassador said. m jght begin conducting their 
The fact that economic sum- affairs in concert, somewhat 
mils are now being planned Europe does. 


Israeli army, Palestinian 

(Continued from page 12) 


means of communication or 
transportation. 

Mr. Abu Leileh said some 
200 empty bullet cartridges 
were found afterwards, from 
weapons used by both sides. 

Israel opened its borders 
with the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank to Palestinians on 


Friday after a 10-day closure. 

Most Israeli troops with- 
drew from the Gaza Strip in 
1994 under terms of the 
Israel-PLO peace deal that 
launched Palestinian self- 
rule. Some soldiers still pro- 
tect Jewish settlements in the 
strip and patrol jointly with 
Palestinian police. 


By Daniel Schorr 

WASHINGTON — It was 
only one line in a repeat by 
a Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions task force, tided 
“Making Intelligence 
Smarter: The Future of U.S. 
Intelligence.” The line was: 
“At a minimum, a fresh 
look should be taken at lim- 
its on tbe uses of uoo-offi- 
cial ‘covers’ for hiding and 
protecting those involved in 
clandestine activities.” Just 
one line, but it rang a lot of 
bells among veteran CIA 
watchers. 

I asked the project direc- 
tor, Richard Haass, a for- 
mer national security assis- 
tant to President George 
Bush, what be had in mind 
by “non-official covers.” 
He said it was time at least 
to consider lifting restric- 
tions on CIA agents posing 
as correspondents and cler- 
gy* 

Mr. Haass appeared not to 
be aware of the history 
behind those restrictions. In 
1976, I reported on CBS 
that, under an arrangement 
between tbe CIA and CBS 
Chairman William S. Paley, 
two agents in Stockholm 
and in Cairo in the 1950s 
had been given CBS cre- 
dentials and, to main tain 
their cover, actually report- 
ed on the air as CBS corre- 
spondents. 


The Senate Intelligence 
Committee, under Frank 
Church, found that about SO 
American journalists had, 
at one time or another, been 
on tbe CIA payroll. It 
released no names, which 
started lots of rumours. 

The journalist Sam Jaffe 
said the CIA had arranged 
for CBS to send him to 
Moscow to cover tbe trial 
of Gary Powers, the pilot of 
the U-2 spy plane shot 
down over the Soviet 
Union in 1960. Mr. Jaffe 
also said he had a list of 
other journalists with CIA 
connections, including 
Walter Cronldte. That was 
furisouly denied by Mr. 
Cronkite. 

What led to confusion 
was the habit of some CIA 
station chiefs of puffing 
themselves up in their 
reports by referring to cor- 
respondents as “sources” 
on the basis of no more than 
a few casual conversations. 
The correspondents' names 
then went into agency files. 
Nonetheless, the knowl- 
edge that some reporters 
had been paid agents spread 
a stain over the whole pro- 
fession. 

Responding to the Senate 
report, CIA Director 
George Bush issued a direc- 
tive saying: “The CIA will 
not enter into any paid or 
contractual relationship 


with any full-time or pan- 
time news correspondent 
accredited by any United 
States news service, news- 
paper, periodical, radio or 
television network or sta- 
tion." 

When Stansfield Turner, 
President Jimmy Carter's 
CIA director, was asked for 
a broader public statement 
banning the use of journal- 
ists, be said thar to prohibit 
any kind of contact at all 
between the press and the 
OA “would belie that we 
are all working for tbe good 
of our country.” 

Given that history, and 
tbe continuing ambiguity, 
the Soviets found it easy to 
accuse American journal- 
ists of being spies when 
they attracted the authori- 
ties' unfavourable attention. 
In 1957, as CBS correspon- 
dent in Moscow, I was 
briefly arrested and accused 
of taking spy pictures 
because my cameraman 
was photographing a 
department store. That was 
tbe end of my Moscow 
career. 

But it could have been 
worse. In 1986, when the 
KGB wanted an American 
to exchange for a Soviet 
spy arrested in New York, 
they jailed Nicholas 
Daniloff of U.S. News & 
World Report and accused 
him of being a CIA spy. 


Ridiculous to anyone who 
knew Nick Daniloff. But 
the CIA, by its past prac- 
tice, made all American for- 
eign correspondents sus- 
pect. 

And now comes the 
Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions task force, with mem- 
bers from the national secu- 
rity world like Brent Scow- 
croft and the former CIA 
Deputy Director Richard 
Kerr, but also people from 
tbe world of journalism like 
tbe former Time editor 
Hemy Grunwald and the 
former New York Tunes 
columnist Leslie Gelb- And 
they all sign onto a report 
with that line about taking a 
fresh look at giving non- 
official cover to CIA 
agents. 

So the result is that the 
next generation of foreign 
correspondents and minis- 
ters of the cloth will be vul- 
nerable to some unfriendly 
government that says: "We 
know from the record that 
the CIA uses pastors and 
press people as cover for its 
nefarious activities. So you 
must be one.” 


77ie? writer is a senior 
news analyst for national 
Public Radio. This article is 
reprinted from The Wash- 
ington Post. 


Spain tries to draw bigger spending tourists 


By Joelle Diderich 
Reuter 

MADRID — Spain is hop- 
ing to entice tourists away 
from its crowded beaches 
and draw them to its nation- 
al parks and monuments in 
the hope they will be more 
extravagant 

It bas launched a three- 
year plan to revamp its 
tourist industry, making 
sure the bloated “sun and 
sand” holiday market does- 
n’t grow any more and 
looking to “quality” 
tourism for other ways to 
make money. 

A highly successful 2995 
season has helped Spain 
overtake tbe United States 
to become die world’s sec- 
ond most popular tourist 
destination after France, but 
tbe tourism ministry hopes 
for only modest growth this 
year. 

“We understand that in 
the fiiture, the Spanish 
high-season holiday must 
not grow in volume but we 
must promote and improve 
tbe quality of our offer," 
Miguel Gongora, secretary 
general for tourism, told 
Reuters. 

Over 45 million tourists 
visited Spain in 1995, up 
four per cent on (be previ- 
ous year, compared with 
France’s 60 million, recent 
figures from the World 
Tourism Organisation 


(WTO) show. 

Tourism revenue makes 
up nine per cent of Spain’s 
gross domestic product and 
accounts for 11 per cent of 
jobs. 

Although tourist numbers 
grew in 1995, they 
remained stable in the peak 
July-August period and 
only increased in tbe pre- 
and post-season months, 
gongora says. 

This is welcome news at 
the ministry, winch hopes 
tourist numbers will grow a 
sustainable one per cent in 
1996. 

The problem it now faces 
is how to maintain growth 
in revenue which -reached 
$25 billion in 1995, up 15 
per cent on 1994 and the 
fourth highest in tbe world, 
according to WTO figures. 

Tourist officials predict 
that 1996 will be difficult as 
the economic outlook in 
many European countries 
bleakens. 

"Our main clients are 
having economic and social 
problems," says Lluis Ale- 
gre, spokesman for the Cat- 
alonian Tourism Council. 

“In Germany, they are 
starting to talk about unem- 
ployment and the French 
had a long strike which 
psychologically has a big 
effect on vacations.” 

The recent rise in tbe 
peseta is also depressing 
trade, says Mr. Alegre, 


wistfully recalling the pese- 
ta devaluations of 1993 and 
1995 which boosted the lat- 
est spun of growth. 

Traditional big tourist 
destinations have realised 
volume can't grow forever 
and are trying to raise the 
amount of money each 
tourist spends, according to 
a WTO official in Madrid. 

Spain hopes its 78 
paradors, state-owned inns 
usually situated in build- 
ings of historical or archi- 
tectural worth, will con- 
tribute a larger slice to prof- 
its. 

Die paradors, which 
include mediaeval cloisters 
and an eighth century Arab 
castle, generated close to 
$200 million in revenues 
last year and a pre-tax prof- 
it of nearly $9 million. 

Eduardo Moreno, chair- 
man of tbe company which 
runs the paradors, recently 
said he planned to lift prof- 
its by 70 per cent this year 
and productivity by 20 per 
cent. 

On a broader scale, the 
tourism ministry hopes its 
plan, which includes quali- 
ty, training and new prod- 
ucts, will be the key to 
making tourism both prof- 
itable and sustainable. 

In the Balearic Islands, 
the regional government is 
campaigning to improve all 
services, from renovating 
hotels to upgrading roads 


Jordan had no say in Kamel’s decision 


(Continued from page 1) 
conspiracy against Iraq. God ' 
forbid, then one of the ways 
to implement this conspiracy 
would have been to support 
Gen. Kamel.” 

Jordan's position was 
dear. Dr. Khasawneh said. It 
sought to ease thelraqi peo- 
ple’s suffering. 

“What happens in Iraq 
concerns us, as it concerns all 
the countries of the region." 

He stressed that Jordan 
had never been a base for 


conspirades against other 
Arab countries. 

“Jordan’s policy is dear. It 
> is based on non-intervention 
in the international affairs of 
other countries.” 

Jordan supports Iraq’s ter- 
ritorial integrity and unity, 
but “we cannot at the same 
time condone what is hap- 
pening in Iraq, particularly in 
relation to human rights 
violations." 

Commenting on the return 
of Gen. Kamel to Iraq, 


Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Fawzi Tueimeh said Gen. 
Kamel had left Jordan by his 
own volition, as he did when 
\ he came to Jordan. He stres- 
sed that Jordan had no in- 
terest in giving Gen. Kamel 
• or any one else seeking poli- 
tical asylum in Jordan, any 
bigger role. 

In interview with MBC on 
Nov. 6, 1995, Gen. Kamel 
dismissed as absured any no- 


Qatar calls urgent GCC meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 
could destabilise the whole 
region. 

“We have noticed no in- 
terest by the GCC countries 
concerning the serious events 
in Doha, which reflects a 
certain desire by these coun- 
tries not to deal with Qatar as 
a member of the coundl.” Al 
Watan newspaper said. 

“The GCC should not 
forget that the failed coup 
d'etat in Qatar represents a 
threat to all other members 
of the council,” the paper 
added. 

Oman is the only country ', 
in the GCC. which also 
groups Qatar. Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, to ' 
have reacted officially de- 
nouncing the coup attempt. 

Relations between Qatar ' 
and other GCC members 


have been strained since the 
council's last summit in De- 
cember in Muscat when 
Doha walked out in protest at 
the choice of a new secretary 
general of the group. 

The official Omani news 
agency ONA said Wednes- 
day that urgent consultations 
were underway between 
» GCC members to hold the 
special meeting to discuss the 
coup attempt. 

Qatar has accused the ex- 
iled emir Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad Al Thani of being 
behind the plot to seize back 
power from his son Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni. 

Sheikh Khalifa has lived in 
exile since being overthrown 
last year and set up residence 
in Abu Dhabi in December, 
from where he has toured the 
Gulf seeking to drum up sup- 
port for a return to power. 


But he has denied any in- 
volvement in the coup, while 
officials in Doha have also 
pointed an accusing finger at 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. 

Qatar, a tiny Gulf sheikh- 
dom with a population of 
around 500.000. is a small 
OPEC oil producer with an 
output of 400.000 barrels per 
day. 

But it has the third largest 
gas reserves 1 in the world, 
estimated at 7.1 trillion cubic 
metres, and has been in- 
volved in multi-billion-dollar 
projects to develop them with 
foreign partners. 

On Tuesday Qatar said it 
had arrested 100 people in 
connection with the "con- 

• spiracy. backed by foreign 
sides to destabilise the stabil-j 

• ity and security." 

It said the arrested people 
were supporters of the for- 
mer emir. 


anti creating nature 
reserves. 

Its latest measure, “Plan 
Q”, aims to inspect and 
grade hotels for service lev- 
els. 

“The idea was to give 
these zones a fresh coat of 
paint,” says Juan Carlos 
Alia, head of promotions at 
Ifaatur, which promotes 
Balearic tourism under the 
government's auspices. 

He is aware that getting 
customers to spend more 
will be hard, as many of 
them are on low-budget 
package tours. 

“Of course the eight mil- 
lion tourists who come here 
every year can’t all be mil- 
lionaires. But with the 
improvements in services, 
quality and infrastructure, a 
hotel owner can ask for a 
reasonable price from tour 
operators." 

Aware that there is a 
strong market among 
young people for budget 
holidays with abundant 
cheap bars and discos, the 
tourism ministry is careful 
to point out that quality 
doesn’t simply mean herd- 
ing everyone into museums 
for a dose of culture. 

To Gongora, quality 
tourism means (hat holi- 
days live up 100 per cent to 
their advertising and every 
tourist believes be got 
exactly what was promised 
in the brochure. 


lion that his defection to Jor- 
dan was a ploy, plotted by 
him. President Saddam Hus- 
sein and members of their 
family. 

Saleh Al Kallab, a col- 
umnist at Al Dus tour, said 
the return of Gen. Kamel and 
his family has relieved Jordan 
from a heavy security and 
political burden which it 
shouldered for almost six 
months. With the departure 
of Gen. Kamel, Jordan has 
now more room to open dia- 
logue with Iraqi opposition 
and to maintain its relations 
with the Iraqi regime. 


One diplomat said: “As 
long as there is a solid West- 
ern and especially American 
support behind Sheikh 
Hamad, nothing can alter the 
regime." 

Foreign companies in- 
volved in multi-billion-dollar 
projects to exploit Qatar's oil 
and huge gas wealth are 
"carefully" watching the poli- 
tical situation “but we do not 
see any serious threat to sta- ' 
bility,” said the chief execu- 
tive bf an oil firm. 


Qatari sources close to offi- 
cial thinking told Reuters 
earlier this month the former 
emir would be unable to top- 
■pie his son from within but 
would need foreign military 
intervention to regain power 
■— an unlikely move in 
Dona's view. 
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Arab Gulf states, EU 
close to accord on oil tax 


Clinton reappoints Greenspan, 
fills two other Fed vacancies 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states and the 
European Union (EU) have 
made headway in attempts to 
end a dispute over a con- 
troversial oil tax that could 
hurt regional economies, a 
Gulf Arab official said Fri- 
day. 

Mushtaq Saleh, ambassa- 
dor of the six-state Gulf 
Cooperation! Council (GCC) 
to the Brussels-based EU, 
said the two sides had held 
several meetings on the car- 
bon tax and more talks would 
take place this month. 

He told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) semi- 
official daily Al Ittihad that 
economic and financial ex- 
perts from the two strong 
commercial partners had 
finalised a report on a “ con- 
ductive" bilateral rela- 
tionship. 

“The report includes posi- 
tive aspects for laying down a 
common ground for the rela- 
tions between the GCC and 
the EU," he said. “During 
our meetings, we felt that the 
EU is trying to ease the im- 
pact of the carbon tax after 
member states failed to reach 
a consensus on it." 

The EU has proposed a tax 
on S3 on each imported bar- 
rel of oil as from 1993, to rise 
gradually to $10 by the year 
2000. 

But member states have 
failed to reach a collective 
agreement on the project, 
leaving each member to take 
its own decision on the tax. 

GCC states have repeated- 
ly voiced concern over the tax 
on the grounds it will slow 


down growth in oil demand 
and depress their income, 
already slashed to nearly one 
third from its 1980 level due 


to weak crude prices- 
The EU has defended the 


tax as an environmental mea- 
sure aimed at cnrbing the 
emission of carbon dioxide, 
blamed for global warming. 
But GCC countries and other 
oil producers have contended 
industrial nations were only 
seeking additional revenues 
as crude oil is already heavily 
taxed there. 

According to Mr. Saleh, oil 
taxes in most major consum- 
er states have jumped from 
only $7.5 during the 1970s to 
around $57 currently. 

He said oQ producers were 
now earning an average 17 
cent oper dollar from the sale 
of oil while 60 cents were 
earned by the governments in 
consumer countries and the 
rest were in storage and ship- 
ping costs. 

“Any additional taxes on 
oil, which is already heavily 
taxed, simply means a further 
decline in our income. This 
will adversely affect our pur- 
chasing power and our invest- 
ment in oil production and 
technology, and consequent- 
ly this will affect the social 
conditions in our countries,” 
Mr. Saleh said. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Bahrein, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the UAE — pro- 1 
duce around 13 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d) of oil, 
accounting for nearly one 
fifth of the world's total crude 
supplies. 

Oil exports provide more 


than 80 per cent of their total 
earnings and this has made 
their economies highly 
vulnerable to crude price 
fluctuations. 

GCCs annual oil export 
revenues have averaged 
around $70 billion over the 
past five years, nearly one 
third of their I960 level. But 
in real terms, their value does 
not exceed 15 per cent due 
global inflation and the de- 
cline in the U.S. dollar, the 
official price of crude. 

Mr. Saleh said GCC states, 
which control around 45 per 
cent of the world's total 
proven oil reserves, were the 
fifth biggest trade partner of 
the EU and supplied it with 
more than 25 per cent of its 
oil imports. 

He said the EU was be- 
nefiting from its relationship 
with the GCC countries, in 
an apparent reference to the 
large surplus in its trade ba- 
lance with them, estimated at 
more than $10 billion in 1994. 
This is in contrast with the 
situation in early 1980s, when 
it suffered from deficit of 
over $30 billion as a result of 
high oil prices and lower ex- 
ports to the Gulf alliance. 

“We in the Gulf look at the 
EU as a strategic economic 
partner. They are gaining 
strength as they were only 22 
members when we reached 


an economic pact with them 
in 1988 and they are now 15 


members,” Mr. Saleh said. 
“The door is still open for 
more states to join the EU, 
which could reach 32 mem- 
bets." 


Yeltsin warns government 
over social policy 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton reap- 
pointed Alan Greenspan 
chairman of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Board, send- 
ing a message that federal 
monetary policy will continue 
its present moderate course. 

Mr. Clinton Thursday also 
filled two other vacancies on 
the seven-member board. 
Alice Rivlin, head of the 
White House budget office, 
was named vice chairman, 
and Washington University 
macro-economist Laurence 
Meyer was nominated to the 
other vacant seat. 

Mr. Clinton said be was 
confident the appointments 
would now be confirmed in 
the U.S. Senate. 

A 69-year-old Republican 
first named to the indepen- 
dent central bank board by 
former president Ronald 
Reagan in 1987, Mr. Greens- 
pan was nominated for a 
third four-year term. 

“He has worked with our 
administration to safeguard 
the stability of global econo- 
mic markets," Mr. Clinton 
said of Mr. Greenspan. 

“But more importantly, his 
decisions have helped us 
work toward sustained eco- 
nomic growth," he added. 

Mr. Clinton's appoint- 
ments are interpreted by eco- 
nomists and Fed-watchers as 
a sign that federal monetary, 
policy will not significantly 
change. 

Republican Senator 
Alfonse D' Amato, chairman 
of the Banking Committee, 
said he “sees no impedi- 
ments" to prompt Senate 
confirmation of all three 


■■nunees. 

Republican Senator Con- 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
saying people's patience with 
reforms was at an end, said 
Friday the government could 
be replaced if it failed to ease 
the pain of the transition to a 
market economy. 

‘‘The government will 
either carry out its duty to 
defend the social and econo- 
mic rights of people or this 
will be done by another gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Yeltsin said in 
... his annual “state -of the na.- 
...lion’’ address to a joint ses-.. 

.sion of parliament • - •„ 

.... Looking^ resolute and 
showing no signs of the heart 
problems he suffered last 
year, Mr. Yeltsin, 65, said 
ordinary Russians had been 
asked to make sacrifices in 
the name of reform but could 
take no more. 

“We called on people for a 
long time to tighten their 


belts, and people did this, but 
their patience is exhausted," 
Mr. Yeltsin said in the 50- 
minute speech, which Rus- 
sian television broadcast live 
from the Kremlin. 


. "Our task is to develop a 
market and at the same time- 
to reduce the (social) cost of 
this process." he added. 

Hie speech was based on a 
longer written report which 
promised to continue econo- 
mic reforms but also said the 


speech that Russia had been 
obliged to take a tough posi- 
tion on transforming its eco- 
nomy after decades of Com-, 
munist rule. But he said there 
was a line “beyond which 
tiredness and discontent can 
overcome hope." 

“The government which is ! 
focusing on financial stabi- i 
lisation has forgotten about j 
people living on wages and j 
pensions," Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“If we do not, guarantee 
tho ■ economies 

right? oflh^Jjeople^ 
al instability starts, every- 


me Mack, chairman of the 
Joint Economic Committee 
said he would have some 
questions for the three at 
their confirmation hearing, 
but added, “I am favourably 
■inclined.” 

The Federal Reserve 
Board is a major player in the 
U.S. economy, as it deter- 
mines the availability of cre- 
dit in the system through the 


federal funds target rate. 

The rate, charged by banks 
that make short-term loans 
among themselves, affects in- 
terest rates generally 
throughout the economy. 

While Mr. Greenspan has 
shown himself to be partial to 
moderate expansion, unlike 
Mr. Clinton who favours 
more vigorous growth, 
analysts here had predicted 
the president would stick 
with the chairman to avoid 
upsetting markets in an elec- 
tion year. 

Both Ms. Rivlin, 64, who 
has held several government 
posts in a professional career 
that began in 1957, and Mr. 
Meyer, 51, are said by associ- 
ates to be “middle-of-the- 
road" in their economic con- 
victions. 

Dana Johnson, managing 
director of the Research 
Group at First Chicago 
Capital Markets Inc., said 
both appointees were “excel- 
lent economists... Rivlin 
knows how to navigate 
through political sensitivities, 
and Meyer is such a superb 
economist that he will fit into 
the economic dialogue at the 
Fed.” 

Mr. Rivlin, currently head 
of the Office of Management 
■d Budget (OMB ). has been 
a fierce opponent of budget 
deficits and has earned a 
reputation foi telling her 
political superiors that spend- 
ing plans are excessive. 

Mr. Clinton described her 
as “one of our nation's fore- 
most experts on how to keep 
our economy growing." 

“She has been my strong 
right arm as we have cut 
wasteful spending and moved 
toward a balanced budget,” 
he said, adding: “She always 
calls it as she sees it." 

David Resler. chief eco- 
nomist at Nomura Securities 
International and a Fed 
watcher, called Ms. Rivlin 
“the most accomplished 
woman policymaker of the 
last 20 years, and she certain- 
ly has the credentials neces- 
sary and requisite to do a 
creditable job as a member of 


the board." 

Ms. Rivlin will replace 
Alan Blinder, who resigned 
his seat on the board last 
month to return to Princeton 
University. 

Mr. Clinton hailed Mr. 
Meyer as an economic fore- 
caster whose “judgement and 
experience will serve our na- 
tion well." 

“His economic forecasts 
are closely listened to at both 
the OMB and the CBO (the 
Congressional Budget 
Office),’’ Mr. Clinton de- 
clared. 

“That is no small feat." he 
said, referring to disputes 
with the Republican- 
controlled Congress on the 
overall picture of the eco- 
nomy and its prospects for 
growth. 

Mr. Resler said Mr. 
Meyer, who would replace 
Boston banker John La Ware, 
who resigned last April, is a 
strong choice. “If he couldn’t 
pick me. I'd rather he’d pick 
Larry than anyone else," said 
Mr. Resler, a longtime friend 
of Mr. Meyer. 

Independent economists 
have said repeatedly that the 
U.S. economy is currently 
slowing, a development that 
in an election year could 
prove troublesome for the 
administration. 

Mr. Clinron last week 
made little secret of his frus- 
tration with the Federal Re- 
serve, suggesting its preoc- 
cupation with inflation may 
have prevented it from allow- 
ing the economy to grow 
faster than the 2.5 per cent 
expansion it has averaged in 
the last three years. 

The administration is pre- 
dicting growth of 2.2 per cent 
this year. “Our objective 
should be to achieve max- 
imum sustainable growth 
consistent with not letting in- 
flation get out of hand," Mr. 
Clinton said. 


Buchanan defies 
economic theory, 
political tradition 



WASHINGTON (AFP) 
Pat Buchanan, the rei: 


Pat Buchanan, the feisty 
commentator who is now the 
Republican Party’s presiden- 
tial frontrunner, is riding a 
wave of popular angst and 
anger, as workers fear for 
their futures while corpora- 
tions rake in record profits. 

Buchanan's panacea?. A 
figurative giant fence around 
the borders of the United 
States to keep out immig- 
rants, coupled with stiff tar- 
rifs on imports to protect 
American workers from fore- 
ign competition. 

He would dap duties of 10 
per cent on imports from 
Japan and 40 per cent on 
those from China. 

He would impose what he 
calls “social tariffs’* on goods 
from developing nations, pull 
the United States out of the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) and 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion and declare a five-year 
moratorium on legal im- 
migration. 

“We speak for a genera- 
tion of Americans that does 
not apologise for the fact that 
we are going to control 
America’s borders. We do' 
not apologise for the fact that 
we will take control of our 
own destiny," Mr. Buchanan 
thundered after scoring a 
shock win in the New Hamp- 
shire Republican primary 

From New Hampshire Mr. 
Buchanan moved on to South 
Carolina, where he asked in a 
television interview: “How in 
heaven's name could they go 
for these trade deals down 
here in Carolina when yon 
see one textile mill after 
another shutting down." 

Mr. Buchanan’s views have 
been dismissed by most pub- 
licly quoted economists as 
simplistic and wrong. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and MBca Andrion 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


Mr. Y^^f^epCh 
appeared designed ftr mefer- 


the challenge of the resugent 
Communist Party in the 
presidential poll, the Com- 
munists made big gains in a 
parliamentary election on 
Dec. 17 because of discontent 
with reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in his 


be thrown back,” he pointed 
out. 


Mr. Yeltsin did not make 
clear what he would do to 
soften the blow of the 
Western-style reforms, which 
have increased hardships for 
ordinary Russians. 


THE Daily Crossword bymeh^dThomu 



“If I tie my necktie reafly tight, it cuts off 
the circulation to my brain. That makes 
my life at the office a little easier." 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TOLCH 


OO 


NARBER 


MISOGE 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GOING OLDER RABBIT OPIATE 
Answer What he got tor burning the barbecue 
dfoner— A LOT OF RIBBING 


I 


ACROSS 
1 Basebal VIPs 
5 Lummox 
9 Actor Johnny 

13 Chameleon kin 

14 Gad 

15 Rank leap 

16 Kind of vote 

17 In balance 

18 — morgana 

19 Foot 

22 Small combo 

23 Honk 

24 Bin kin 
26 Moota 

28 — king 

29 Libertine 
31 Alaska city 
35 Yard 

39 U.S. president 

40 Racetrack 
transactions 

41 Small amount 

42 FuUoMroth 
44 Certain 

Mongolian: var. 
47 Canopy 

50 Trailer 

51 Mile 

57 -Charley’s — " 

58 Chinese bender 
river 

59 Use a gfadarium 

60 Hay or joy end 

61 Vein site 

62 Burstynor 
Barton 

63 Fashionable 
resorts 

64 H o tchpotch 

65 Ruby and 
Sandra 



SOMETIMES I LIE AWAKE AT NIGHT, AND 
I WONDER IF Mi LIFE WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT IF I HAD IT TO DO OVER... 


THEN A VOICE COMES TO ME OUT 
OF THE DARK THAT SAYS, 0 BOV. THERE'S 
AN ORI6INAL THOUGHT ! " 



Andy Capp 


© 1895 Tribune Meda Sendees. Vic. 
Al rights rewfVML 


Tuesday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Golden Rule 
word 

2 Satiric SaM 

3 Nebraska river 

4 Seamstresses. 

e.g. 

5 Doctrine 

6 Kind of least 

7 Finished 

8 Stand for 

9 Plant with yellow 
flowers 

10 Glorify 


11 Part of a corolla 

12 — tectonics 
(branch of 
Seoksgy) 

13 Residue 

20 Part of TNT 

21 Criticize 

24 Supply with loo 
many sweets 

25 Winnings 

26 Actor Gary of 
Texas 

27 Geom. shape 

28 Take steps 

30 Poet's peepers 

32 So long 

33 Knot on a tree 

34 Tack on 

36 Utters anew 

37 More loyal 

38 Bone: pref. 

43 ‘Field of—' 

45 Diverted 

46 Metallic sound 

47 Peter and Paid 

48 Outfit 


□□□a □□□□□ □□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□□□□□QD □□□ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□□ 
_ DEaaaaQ bob 

[BOB □□□ □□□□ 
(aaODQ DOB UBBUal 
□□□□IJ □□□ □□□□□ 

Iejdqdq ana uuuuu 
□aaa bob □□□ 
□□□ □□□□□□□ 
loaaanaB nanQQB 

□□□ uuuuu^jQuuua 
UUU UUUUU UUUL3U 
□QB □□□□□ BBBU 



.THAT WOMAN -1 
^ SHE LOOKS ■< 
[ FOR TROUBLE.': 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


49 Indonesian 53 Norse writing 

islands 54 Narrative 

50 Carpentry Hem 55 Hwys. 

52 Disregard 56 Craving 



I MISS LIVING 
AT YOUR HOUSE? 
MUTT.WHY DON'T 
YOU BUY HER 
SOME FLOWERS 
AND MAKE UR? 


I'LL TAKE A BUNCH 
OF VIOLETS INSTEAD/ 




It is precisely because fte 
United States has embnfed 
free trade that ’‘our ecoujmy 
has grown faster and has 
been able to create jrfc,* 
insisted Joseph Stiglitz, deir. 
man of Mr. Clinton's Cc^dj 
of Economic Advisore.\ 
“The economic datatf&ws 
that competing, not ntreat- 
big, really works. The ra not 
a single respectable dspra®, 
ist who would subsg& to 
those kinds of ffieom&jie 
stressed. f If" 

Mr. Stiglitz said 
nistration had foimd^ttljpbs 
dependent on mezciftbe 
exports pay 13 per ctt®n: 
than the national avrife; 

“Economically, ,Ai§rica 
needs the jobs that wii&me 
with increasing penetftion 
of the world ecdac£y, n 
wrote Jeffrey Garten, d$n of 
the Yale University Schioi of 
Management, in the lyaD 
Street Journal }' 

“It could see more tsa 16 
million people emplotd in 
the export sector Jjy.t&jeod 
of the decade — .doJejhe 
number of 19% — inorrent 
trends con tmue,” - hcAjim d 
out. ./ ; 4 

Mr. Buchanan mxthriess 
gets a hearing al Global 
Trade Watch, , an Jrganisa- 
tion launched !by pnsamer 
rights activist Rail Nader, 


where deputy dirt or Chris 
McGinn noted: ” hat he’s 
saying strikes a lord be- 
cause these trade • reements 
aren't delivering hat they 
promised.” . 


HOROS< 


FORECAST FOR iTUHDAY, 
FEBRUARY 2 19M 
By Thomas S Pierson, 
Astrologer, Can U Rtghtei 
Astrological Ft vdation 
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Disgraced German property tycoon Jnergen 
Schneider (centre) is escorted by policemen 
after arriving at Frankfort Airport Friday. 


Schneider has to face fraud charges linked to 
the spectacular collapse of his real estate 
empire (Reuters photo) 


Fallen German real estate 


king is returned for trial 


FRANKFURT-, Germany 
(AFP) — Fallen real estate 
Icing Joergen Schneider was 
brought back from the Un- 
ited States Friday to face trial 
for fraud ahd forgery, nearly 
two years after he ran aWay 
from Germany’s biggest com-, 
pany crash since World War 
H. 

Mr. Schneider, 61, was ex- 
tradited along with his 50- 
year-old wife Claudia. 

She helped him run a prop- 
erty development empire 
which collapsed like a house 
of cards after they fled to the 
United states in April 1994, 
leaving behind debts to banks 
and other creditors estimated 
at 6.7 billion marks (S4.5 
billion). 

The pair arrived in Frank- 
furt at around 8:18 a.m. 
(0718 GMT) accompanied by 
federal German criminal in- 
vestigation officers after 
travelling first class aboard a 
Lufthansa airline flight from 
Chicago. Both more dark clo- 
thing and Mr. Schneider, 
moustachined and balding, 
looked tired. 

On leaving the plane the 
Schneiders were handed over 
to German border police who 


drove them away in a van. 
The pair were being taken 
directly before a magistrate 
for charges to be read and a 
ruling on their continued re- 
mand in custody, a spokes- 
man for the Frankfurt pro-_ 
secutor’s office said. 

The Schneiders were origi- 
nally scheduled to be extra- 
dited aboard a different 
Lufthansa flight, direct from 
Miami, but this was changed 
because of the number of 
journalists who thronged the 
plane, German police said. 

Mr. Schneider has been 
detained since tHe FBI 
arrested him in May 1995 on 
an international warrant in 
Miami, Florida, where he 
bad been living in disguise. 
He lost a legal battle against 
extradition when a U.S. court 
granted the German request 
on Nov. 9. 

Mr. Schneider faces 
charges of fraud, fraudulent 
bankruptcy and false 
accounting, bis wife is ac- 
cused of bank fraud. Their 
committal for trial is not ex- 
pected before mid-year, with 
the trial itself not expected 
before the end of 1996, pro- 
secutor's spokesman Job Til- 


mann said. 

The pair fled via Switzer- 
land after taking what com- 
pany money they could. As a 
result, the firm of Juergen 
Schneider A.G. was forced 
into ^liquidation. .Particularly 
embarrassed" was Gerraahy’s 
biggest bank, the Deutsche 
Bank, which headed the list' 
of some 2,000 creditors. 


Deutsche Bank, which was 
shaken by the affair, has been 
heavily criticised for failing 
properly to examine the basis 
on which it extended 1.2 bil- 
lion marks in loans to Mr. 
Schneider. 

The real estate king, who 
built up bis Frankfurt-based, 
empire from 1981, later in- 
vested heavily in property de- 
velopment in eastern Ger- 
many, and particularly Leip- 
zig, after the country’s reuni- 
fication in 1990. 


A dandy who wore a toupe 
to disguise his bald pate, the 
tycoon was also ambitious 
beyond his means, apparent- 
ly deliberately over-valuing 
the expected returns on his 
real estate investments in 
order to secure the bank 
loans he received. 
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Top Swiss banker 

"*” • * %■ 

says holocaust 
money is peanuts 


ZURICH (R) — Union Bank 
of Switzerland (UBS), the 


country’s biggest bank, Fri- 
day rejectee! claims it held' 


huge sums left by holocaust 
victims and said money in 
dormant accounts from 
World War n was "peanuts." 

Chief executive Robert 
Studer said UBS had found 
10.5 million Swiss francs 
($8.9 million) in dormant 
accounts opened before 
World War II ended in 1945, 
some of which may have 
come from Jews who later 
died in Nazi concentration 
camps. 

"That is today’s value, with 
interest and compound in- 
terest... I think 1 can say in 
this case that the original 
amounts were peanuts," he 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Studer estimated the 
original assets may have 
totalled somewhere between 
100.000 and 500,000 Swiss 
francs. 


claimed Jewish assets, sent to 
neutral Switzerland to escape 
Nazi confiscation, may today 
total billions of Swiss francs. 

Mr. Studer said claims 
banks were reluctant to di- 
vulge huge amounts held in 
lost holocaust accounts were 
damaging the reputation of 
Swiss banks. 


Europeans 
sound out 
Palestinian 
market 


His comments were the 
latest shot in a growing con- 
frontation between Swiss 
banks and the World Jewish 
Congress (WJC), which says 
banks may be sitting on bil- 
lions of Swiss francs left by 
holocaust victims. 

The UBS review of old 
accounts was pan of a survey 
by Swiss Bankers Association 
(SBV) member banks aimed 
at finding money that may be 
due to Jewish heirs who misr 
sed a similar sweep in the 
1960$. 

The SBV report issued ear- 
lier this month said the sur- 
vey found a total of 38.7 
million Swiss francs ($32.75 
million) deposited in Swiss 
banks by foreign clients be- 
fore 1945 and whose owners 
have not been heard from in 
the past 10 years. 

The bankers association 
says the February report de- 
bunks speculation that un- 


“It is shameless to daim 
that we did not act seriously 
in reviewing old accounts.” 
he said of the SBV survey 
which has been criticised by 
Jewish leaders. 

"These numbers are abso- 
lutely trustworthy... I am 
sure that our competitors acts 
■just as seriously as we did,” 
be added. 

The WJC has rejected die 
February survey because it 
was done by the banks alone. 
It has enlisted the aid of U.S. 
Senator Alfonse D ’Amato, 
whose Senate Banking Com- 
mittee now plans an inquiry 
into how Swiss banks have 
acted. 


The Jewish organisation 
has also appealed to the Swiss 
parliament not to leave the 
search for Jewish assets to the 
banks alone. 

Swiss banks say they can- 
not specify which accounts 
may have belonged to Jews 
killed in the holocaust be- 
cause of the difficulty of sort- 
ing through 50 years of re- 
cords. 


But under pressure to act 
last year the SBV set up a 
central office to process 
queries from heirs who think 
dead relatives left money in 
Swiss banks. 

Swiss banks, among the 
favoured refuges for Euro- 
pean Jews hiding assets from 
the Nazis, came under press- 
ure last year from world Jew- 
ish groups, Swiss politicians 
and the media with the 50th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II. 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank 
(AFP) — European com- 
panies sounded out the pros- 
pects of doing business on the 
Palestinian market here Fri- 
day at the start of a two-day 
fair in the autonomous West 
Bank town of Bethlehem. 

"Foreign investors are still 
hesitant to invest in Palestine 
and so we are crying to give 
them confidence," said the 
director of the Palestinian 
economy ministry, Samir 
Hleileh. 

Economy Minister Ahmad 
Korei said the main problem 
was high unemployment in 
the Palestinian territories, "if 
the rate does not slow down, 
the whole peace process will 
be in real danger." he 
warned. 

The fair at the Bethlehem 
University campus, organised 
by a Paicstinian-European 
chamber of commerce, also 
drew participants from Arab 
countries, especially Jordan. 

Stands from Romania, 
Bulgaria and Hungary were 
the centre of attraction. 

"Their products are much 
less expensive than, for ex- 
ample, France or England." 
explained East Jerusalem 
merchant Ahmad Awad. 
"But I won't be signing any 
contracts just yet. For now, I 
want to study what’s on 
offer.” 

Patrick Vincent of the 
French company Socopa, 
which imports and exports 
livestock and meat, said he 
came looking for new cus- 
tomers. ■ 

"I already have a few 
clients in Palestine. 1 came to 
see them and to try and find 
new ones. Palestine is a small 
market but it has the capacity 
for development," he said. 

. For Mohammad Berrada, 
managing director of the 
Moroccan company Soma- 
gaz. which deals in household 
goods and textiles, the Beth- 
lehem fair was "just a chance 
to make contact with the 
Palestinians." 


Russia gets 
huge loan 
from IMF 


MOSCOW (AFP) — IMF 
Managing Director Michel 
Camdessus announced a 
huge loan of more than $10 
billion for Russia here Thurs- 
day, playing down the risk 
that political changes may 
undermine key market re- 
forms. 


The three-year loan is the 
second largest credit in die 
International Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) history, after 
the massive $17.8 billion cre- 
dit which bailed out the Mex- 
ican economy in 1994-1995. 

Mr. Camdessus told repor- 
ters here he was “very satis- 
fied" with pledges he had 
received from President 
Boris Yeltsin and Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin to pursue, fully, the au- 
sterity strategy drawn up for 
1996-1998 by the IMF and 
Russia. 


U.S. asks WTO 
to fight bribery 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Trade Representative Mick- 
ey Kantor has asked the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) to help fight the con- 
tinuing problems of bribery 
and corruption in global busi- 
ness dealings, his office said 
Thursday. 

He said in a letter to WTO 
Director General Renato 
Ruggiero in Geneva that 
bribery and corruption in the 
markets of WTO members 
might compromise the gra- 
dual end of trade barriers 
that all members want. 

Mr. Kantor said that the 
big markets now were 
government-owned enter- 
prises — an annual procure- 
ment that may approach SI 
trillion — and that these 
deals are not subject to for- 
mal, global trade disciplines. 

He said it was hard to 
quantify die potential losses 
to U.S. firms due to bribery 


and corruption, but anecdot- 
al information indicated it 
was a multi-billion dollar 
problem. 


Mr. Kantor told Mr. Rug- 
giero that “increasingly, the 
most consistent concern I 
hear from U.S. companies is 
that it is bard to pursue and 
secure big ticket foreign con- 
tracts because something ’ex- 
tra* is often involved in die 
competition.” 


He added that “unfortu- 
nately, the best product or 
service and the best price arc 
not always the only consid- 
erations in many internation- 
al transactions.” 


“By negotiating and 
agreeing to such rates, we 
would begin to create a more 
competitive environment in 
which it would be difficult for 
bribery and corruption to 
take root,” he said. 
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Prices of apartments rise 
due to higher land prices, 
construction costs 


Urfr PRICES OF apartments and real estate, especially in 
western Amman, are surging as a result of higher land 
prices and construction costs which have noticeably risen 
last year and are expected to continue in 1996, real estate 
investors and brokers say. 

Mohammad Saudi, an investor in the housing sector, said 
construction costs rose by 20 per cent last year as a result of 


a rise in land prices by about 40 per cent. He pointed out 
that the 1994 law which obliged owners of buildings to 


provide an underground parking space for each apartment 


has increased construction costs and, consequently, the 
cost of the apartment. Another reason, he added, was the 


implementation of the sales tax. the effects of which will be 
felt in 1996. 

Daoud Abu Judom, a real estate broker, indicated that 
land prices increased in 1995 “due to logical factors brought 
about by the peace process which introduced stability and 
security as well as providing reassurance to the investors in 
the housing sector. He noted that a good real estate 
investment at the right location would always be rising in 
value and that government or private sector projects in 
western Amman or distant areas would effectively contri- 
bute to raising prices. Mr. Abu Judom said that if share 
prices at the Amman Financial Market did not improve, 
some investors would turn to the real estate market. As 
such, he expected a revival in the real estate business this 
year. 

Hish&m Salameh, a proprietor of a housing establish- 
ment. gave other reasons in addition to the rise in land 
prices. He explained that organisational regulations im- 
posed by the Municipality of Greater Amman, such as 
limiting building area to 36 per cent of the land area and 
limiting the space between buildings, contribute in raising 
real estate prices in addition to high construction and 
service fees, wages of labourers and customs on products 
which are part of the building industry. Mr. Salameh 


expected higher building costs and land prices to continue 
during 1996 especially a 


after increasing the sales rate. 
Iyad Khreisat, a real estate broker, described the market 
for apartments in 1995 as good and predicted it would 
remain so this year due to the stability prevailing in the 
area. He expected the fluctuations at the stock exchange to 
force many investors to move to the real estate market. 

Salim Zureiq, general manager of a company dealing in 
housing projects, said that foe higher prices were basically 
the result of land prices going up. in addition to construc- 
tion fees which until 1993 were not more than JD 150 per 
square metre, compared to between JD 150 to JD 250 
now. Mr. Zureiq also expected prices to continue rising, 
especially under oversealous implementation of organisa- 
tional regulations by the Municipality of Greater Amman. 

Noting that the real estate market has been in recession 
since 1994, Mr. Zureiq lashed out at foe unbeatable routine 
procedures at many government institutions and indicated 
that for a transaction to purchase a plot of land for 
constructing a building and selling it as apartments needs 
between 100 to 150 signatures from various government 
departments. The contractor pointed out that land prices in 
western Amman have rocketed to between JD 250 and 
JD 300 per square metre since 1992 and that apartments 
cost between JD 33,000 to JD 80,000. He criticised the 
high interest rates charged by banks for extending housing 
loans and said that imposing interest as high as 15 per cent 
discourages people from purchasing apartments (Al 
Aswaq). 


Morocco offers 
refinery in biggest sale 


CASABLANCA (R) — 
Morocco Thursday kideed off 
this year's privatisation prog- 
ramme by offering to sell its 
strategic SAMIR Refinery in 
a floatation that will be the 
biggest and most ambitious 
since privatisations began in 
1993. 

Privatisation Minister 
Abdul Rahman Saaidi told a 
news conference that 25 per 
cent of foe state-owned Sod- 
ete Marocaine de l ’Industrie 
du Raffinage (SAMIR), the 
equivalent of 5.16 million 
shares with a nominal value 
of 50 dirhams a share, would 
be floated on foe Casablanca 
Bourse. The state has a 98.8 
per cent stake in SAMIR. 

He set a price of 243 
dirhams per share and said 
this valued the refinery, the 


country’s biggest, at five bil- 
lion dirhams ($600 million). 

"It will be the most impor- 
tant state enterprise to be 
sold in terms of its value,” 
Mr. Saaidi said. 

Brokers said the public 
ofier price was a bargain and 
they anticipated high demand 
for stock in the refinery, 
which has a capacity of six 
million tonnes of crude oil a 
year, which satisfies 75 per 
cent of domestic demand for 
refined products. 

Mr. Saaidi said up to 51 per 
cent of the refinery would be 
sold to a strategic investor, 
most likely a consortium in- 
cluding multinational oil 
companies. He said four in- 
ternational oil firms had ex- 
pressed an interest but he did 
not name them. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Friday. 


One U.S. dollar ■ 1.3756/66 
1.4554/64 
1.6298/08 
1.1804/14 
29.93/97 
4.9977/27 
1567.8/9.3 
105.05/15 
6.7420/20 
6.3530/80 
5.6241/41 
1.4082/92 
0.7565/70 
7.7320/30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns • 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


SI .5370/80 
$398-30/398.80 
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Dennis Conner uncertain he will 
challenge America’s Cup again 


AUCKLAND { AFP) — 
America’s Cup legend De- 
nnis Cbnner hinted Friday, 
that he may not be in Auck- 
land to challenge for the cup 
in the year 2000. 

“Don't count on me." said 
Conner who is here for an 
invitation-only international 
EtcheU's class regatta over 
the weekend. 

“The U.S. yachtsman said 
there was no chance of get- 
ting a sponsorship package 
together until two years 'be- 
fore the cup. adding that he 
was uncertain there would be 
enouch time to mount a se- 
rious challenge. 

“Obviously the longer you 
have, and the more money 
you have, the better but 
that's not reality. I have no 
idea if two years is enough.” 
he said. 

4 T am sure the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron and 
Peter (Sir Peter Blake) and 
Russell (Coutts) will do a 
great job running the prog- 
rammes. It is just a matter of 
how many people will be able 
to raise the money and show, 
up. 

“As far as I am concerned 1 
am not going to worry about 


it until there is something I 
can do and I'll assess my 
plans in 1998," he said. "At 
this point I don't plan to front 
up the entry fee and be part 
of anything until I know if I 
can realistically attend." 

"Conner said the only two 
confirmed entries were the 
New York Yacht Club and 
Nippon. “The rest are still 
dreaming until they have the 
money.” 

Conner however said he 
was keen to become involved - 
in the Whitbread round the 
world race which could be 
done for a third of the cost of 
an America's Cup campaign. 

The U.S. yachtsman had 
his first America's Cup in- 
volvement in 1974 on 
Courageous, and nine years 
later lost the cup to Austra- 
lia, then won it back in Penh 
in 1987. Last year, he lost the 
America’s Cup to New Zea- 
land. 

In 1988. New Zealand 
banker Sir Michael Fay 
sprung a sudden challenge for 
■the cup in KZI, an awesome 
41-metres (135-foot) maxi 
yacht, after finding a 
loophole in the rules allowing 
him to build a large boat. 


Conner, who did not have 
time to build a suitable con- 
tender. took advantage of 
another loophole and put 
together the 18-metre 59-. 
foot) catamaran Stars and 
Stripes in response to the 
challenge. 

The catamaran won the 
first two of the best-of-three 
races as a catamaran is nor- 
mally foster than a mono- 
hull. 

The two continued their 
contest in several New York 
courts, both claiming the 
other had broken the rules, 
but the court eventually up- 
held Conner's win. 

Conner said other conten- 
ders were not likely to show 
up for the event in 2000, 
including Bill Koch, who 
skippered America3 to beat 
Italy’s H Moro and win the 
cup at his first attempt in 
1992. 

Koch ran the America3 
challenge again last year in a 
campaign stoppered by New 
Zealander Leslie Egnot. 

Buddy Melges. who sailed 
on the winning America's 
Cup boat in 1992 and is also 
in Auckland for the EtcheU's! 
regatta, said after the cup was 


lifted by Team New Zealand 
it was difficult to stimulate 
corporate backing. 

"Chevrolet, who spon- 
sored America3 on two inst- 
ances, has put the sailing 
game on the backbumer and 
whether they will move it up 
front is another guess," 
Melges said. 

He added that Koch 
seemed burned out. 

“It’s a long time between 
drinks and whether we can 
get him intoxicated again on 
America’s Cup competition 
remains to be seen," Melges 
said. 

Conner criticised the New 
Zealand organising commit- 
tee for delaying the defence 
of the America's Cup until 
2000. five years after the 
victorious Team New Zea- 
land beat Conner 5-0 when 
Conner borrowed Young 
America in the final off San 
Diego. 

“The event should be held 
sooner. Five years is a long 
time to wait." Conner said. 

“We will just have to wait 
and see how much focus on 
the event is lost in the interim 
with lots of other sailing 
going on," he added. 


Baseball spring training roundup 

Braves begin full workouts 


WEST PALM BEACH (AP) 

— At last, there are no ques- 
tions for the Atlanta Braves 
to answer at spring training. 
At least, none of the ones 
they're tired of hearing. 

“It’s a lot more relaxed this 
season than it has been," said 
pitcher Tom Glavine. “It's a 
lot more relaxing to answer 
questions about defending - 
your championship than it is 
to hear questions like, 'are 
you the Buffalo Bills of base- 
ball? Are you ever going to 
win the big game?" 

“That stuff, when you hear 
it all the time, it's real easy to 
get on the players’ nerves,” 
he said. “We always had a 
little bit more tense atmos- 
phere than we have right 
now.’’ 

Glavine. MVP of the world 
series, and the braves went 
^through their first ‘full work- 
out at west pdm beach,' Flor- 
ida. The Braves’ new status 
was on display all over muni- 
cipal stadium. It was hard to 
find a spot without a sign 
noting that this is the spring 
home of the 1995 champions. 

Atlanta has essentially the 
same team it had last season. 
Missing are five role players 

— pitchers Kent Mercker and 
Alejandro Pena, outfielders 
Luis Polonia and Mike De- 
vereaux and catcher Charlie 
O'Brien — who were trim- 
med from the roster to free 
money for re-signing first 
baseman Fred McGriff and 
outfielder Marouis Grissom. 

"Right now, everything is 
great for us,” Glavine said. 
“We're the world champions. 
We have everyone back. And 
we're looking forward to 
doing it again.” 


camp in Peoria, Arizona. 

Tuesday was the day San 
Diego asked its position play- 
ers to report, but Henderson, 
notorious for his late arrivals, 
wasn't there. The Padres did 
not know whether their new 
free agent would be on hand 
for a physical exam today or 
the team's first full-squad 
workout Thursday. 

“I don't think Rickey's 
ever been an early guy to 
camp," Padres general mana- 
ger Kevin Towers said. “I do 
think when he shows up he’s 
going to be ready to play and 
ready to contribute. That’s 
part of what he's done his 
whole career. There’s no 
question in my mind that 
when he's here, he's going to 
be ready to play." 


☆ Red Sox 


Cancel that 1 missing person 
report in For*. MyexvJlor- 
ida. Jose Canseco is m ! town; 


graced first base at Yankee 
stadium. Now, Tino Martinez 
has the opportunity to leave 
his mark. 

l Tm not going to think 
about Don Mattingly on the 
field,” said Martinez, ac- 
quired in an offseason trade 
with Seattle. "If I make an 
error or strike out, those 
things are going to be magni- 
fied early in the season. It’s 
all part of replacing a 
legend." 

Martinez hit .293 with 31 
home runs and 111 rbis last 
season when the Mariners 
won the A1 West tide. 

“We traded for Tino Mar- 
tinez because Don retired, 
even if it may only be tem- 
porary,” manager Joe Torre 
said in Fort Lauderdale, Flor- 
ida. “We needed a first base- 
man. If we get as much pro- . 
ductiqnTis ije. had last^ye^ 
with Seattle, 111 be more than 
pfeage&r H) 


Canseco missed Boston's 
first full-squad workout Tues- 
day morning, but checked 
into the clubhouse in the 
early afternoon. 

Canseco said he was de- 
layed by a charity golf 
•tournament in west Palm 
Beach on Monday. He said 
he arrived in Fort Myers 
around 4 a.m. 

“I had a long drive. I had a 
lot of things to take care of,” 
he said. “I was sick with 
allergies. I just could not get 
up this morning." 

Red Sox general manager 
Dan Duquette said Canseco 
should have been on time 
“out of respect for his team- 
mates" and should have cal- 
led to say he’d be late “as a 
professional courtesy." 


☆ Cardinals 


☆Padres 


☆ Yankees 


No surprise. Rickey Hen- 
derson hasn't shown up at 


From Lou Gehrig to Don 
Mattingly, greatness has 


Ozzie Smith says he’s con- 
cerned only with how well he 
plays, not about anyone else 
who plays shortstop for St. 
Louis. 

The Cardinals traded for 
San Francisco shortstop 
Royce Clayton in the 
offseason, leading to specula- 
tion that Smith’s career was 
near an end. But Smith, 41 
and a 14-time all-star, said he 
isn't thinking about Clayton. 

“The only pressure you 
have is the pressure you put 
on yourself," Smith said after 
the team's first full-squad 
workout in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. "I'm going to do 
what I've always done. If 
that’s good enough to im- 
press people, then so be it.” 

“I don’t have anything to 
prove. I've had a great 18- 
year career,” he said. 


PSG 

face 

Auxerre 

today 


PARIS (R) — Troubled 
French Soccer League lead- 
ers Paris St. Germain face a 
hard task against nearest riv- 
als AuxerTe for a place in the 

Q uarterfinals of the French 
!up on Saturday. 

The wealthy Paris dub, 
who have lost their last three 
league matches, are now 
under threat from both Au- 
xerre and Metz in the race for 
the championship and will 
find second-placed Auxerre a 
tough nut to crack in the cup. 

PSG travel without injured 
midfielder Vincent Guerin 
and suspended defender 
Oumar Dieng and another 
defeat would place Paris 
trainer ' Luis Fernandez, 
whose relationship With chib 
chairman Michel Densiot has 
deteriotated in the last few 
weeks, in an uncomfortable 
situation. 

“The players must take 
their responsibilities,” he 
said. "They must not lose and 
they know it.” 

The cup programme fea- 
tures another clash between 
first division sides with Lille 
hosting Monaco, recovering 
after a slow start to the sea- 
son. 

The team from the princi- 
pality are fourth in the league 
while Lille are fighting to 
avoid relegation and are pin- 
ning all their hopes on the 
cup to save their season. 

“The players think they 
can win," said Lille trainer 
Jean-Michel Cavalli, whose 
team lost 4-1 at Le Havre last 
Saturday. “They lost because 
they didn’t give it all they 
had," he said. “They already 
had Monaco in mind/' 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Nomo signs 3-year deal 


VERO BEACH (AFP) — The Los Angeles Dodgers have 
agreed to a three-year contract with pitcher Hideo Nomo of 
Japan, the 1995 National League Rookie of the Year. 
Terms of the deal were not disclosed, the Dodgers had 
reportedly offered him a three-year contract worth about 
$4 million. Nomo, who joined the Dodgers last season after 
starring in the Japanese League, was 13-6 with a 2.54 
earned run average and a league-high 235 strikeouts. The 
27-year-old became the fourth consecutive Dodger to win 
the rookie award, following Erick Karros, Mike Piazza and 
Raul Mondesi. He also started the All-Star game for the 
National League. Nomo joined the Dodgers training camp 
here earlier this month, and is working on a curveball to 
complement the blistering fastball and forward-spinning 
forkball confounded opposing batters last season. 


earlier this month but was delayed because of the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan. 


Villa land England prospect 

BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — Aston Villa boss Brian Little 
swooped on his former dub Leicester to land highly-rated 
England Under-21 striker Julian Joachim. Little confirmed 
the League Cup finalists have agreed a free with Leicester 
and that Joachim has accepted personal terms and will sign 
subject to a medical. Little said: “He will give us extra 
competition for places and if he gets in the side, it's a 
question of his trying to stay there. "He is the right age and 
calibre and I think he will do very well for us." 


Uzbekistan leads in Davis Cup 


MANAMA (AP) — Uzbekistan surged to a 2-0 lead 
against Bahrain as play began Friday in a delayed Group 2 
Asia -Oceania Davis Cup tennis series. Dimitri Tomaso- 
vitch defeated Issam Abdul-aal, 6-3. 7-5. 6-3 while Oleg 
Ogorodov downed Shehab Rashid Shehab, 6-0, 6-1, 6-2. 
The three-day, best-of-five-matches encounter continues 
Saturday with doubles play. It had been scheduled for 


Helmut Schoen dies 

WIESBADEN (AFP) — Helmut Schoen, who coached 
Germany to the 1974 World Cup title, has died, it was 
announced here on Friday. The 80-year-old Schoen, who 
managed the German team from 1964 to 1978, also won the 
European championship in 1972. Schoen’s international 
record speaks for itself — 87 victories, 31 draws, and just 21 
defeats. And Schoen was no slouch on the field and won 
German titles with Dresden — the league in 194-3 and 1944. 
and" the cup in 1940 and 1941. He also scored 17 goals in 
just 16 appearances for the German national side between 
1937 and 1941. 



Houston Rockets Tim Breaux (left) attempts to 
drive past Cleveland Cavaliers Bob Sura 
daring second quarter NBA action at Gund 


Arena on Thursday Houston won 86-80 (Ren- 
ters photo) 


Bulls, Rockets, Jazz win 

Phoenix move up in standings 


ATLANTA (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 34 points as 
the Chicago Bulls overcame a 
17-point deficit to post their 
seventh straight win, a 96-91 
victory over the new-look 
Atlanta Hawks on Thursday. 

Scottie Pippen had 16 
points and 10 assists. Luc 
Lbngley scored 20 points and 
Dennis Rodman grabbed 20 
rebounds for Chicaner"* 

Ron Harper added 12 
points for the Bulls, who 
improved to 48-5 this season 
in their drive to become the 
first team in NBA history to 
win 70 games. 

“I just wanted to relax and 
let the game come to me. 
especially in the last mo- 
ments," Jordan said. “I 
needed to play veteran ball 
and use my head.” 

In Cleveland. Robert Hor- 
ry scored 27 points and 
Hakeem Olajuwon and Sam 
Cassel added 13 apiece as the 
Houston Rockets defeated 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 86- 
80. 

Terrell Brandon had 24 
points for the Cavaliers, who 
have dropped two straight 
after a season-high eight- 
game winning streak. Danny 
Ferry added 17 and Bobby 
Phills 14 as Cleveland had a 
six-game home winning 
streak snapped. 

At Utah. Karl Malone 
scored 26 points and Jeff 
Homacek added 22 as the 
Utah Jazz cruised to their 
.fourth consecutive victory, a 
102-86 win over the Toronto 
Raprors. 

John Stockton had 14 
points and 12 assists, and 
Chris Morris added 10 points 
for Utah, which won for the 
14th time in 17 games. 

In Portland. Aaron Mckie 
scored 21 points and Rumeal 
Robinson, playing for the 
suspended Rod Strickland, 
added 18 as the Portland 
Trail Blazers routed rhe De- 
nver Nuggets. 107-78. snap- 
ping their five-game losing 
streak. 

Robinson scored II points 
in the first quarter as the 
Trail Blazers raced to a 28-12 
lead and never trailed in 
coasting to their largest mar- 
gin of victory this season. 

Antonio McDyess led De- 
nver with 21. 

Strickland, who was sus- 
pended prior to rhe game for 


disciplinary reasons. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 19 points and Shawn 
Kemp added 18 as the Seattle 
Supersonics cruised to their 
eighth consecutive victory, a 
106-90 triumph over the Gol- 
den State Warriors. 


Hersey Hawkins scored 
eight of his 16 points in a 
second-quarter ran, Ervin 
Johnson nad 11 points and 11 
rebounds and Sam Perkins 
added 13 points for Seattle. 

B.J. Armstrong scored 27 
points for Golden State. 
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■RESULTS 



Chicago 

96 

Atlanta 


91 

Houston 

86 

Cleveland 

80 

Utah 

102 

Toronto 

86 

Portland 

107 

Denver 


78 

Seattle 

106 

Golden State 

90 


STANDINGS 




EASTERN CONFERENCE 



Atlantic Division 



W 

1 

FCT 

GB 

Orlando 

39 

14 

.736 

— 

New York 

32 

19 

.627 

6 

Miami 

24 

29 

.453 

15 

Washington 

23 

29 

.442 

1516 

New Jersey 

23 

29 

.442 

15 Vi 

Boston 

19 

34 

.358 

20 

Philadelphia 

10 


.196 

28 


Central Divison 



Chicago 

48 

5 

.906 


Indiana 

32 

20 

.615 

15'6 

Cleveland 

30 

22 

ST7 

17 Vi 

Atlanta 

28 

24 

.538 

19Vi 

Detroit 

26 

24 

.520 

2016 

Charlotte 

26 

25 

.510 

21 

Milwaukee 

20 

31 

.392 

27 

Toronto 

14 

37 

.275 

33 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 



Midwest Division 


Utah 

36 

16 

.692 


San Antonio 

34 

17 

.667 

Vh 

Houston 

35 

20 

.636 

216 

Denver 

21 

31 

.404 

15 

Dallas 

17 

34 

.333 

1816 

Minnesota 

15 

36 

.294 

20 Vi 

Vancouver 

11 

40 

.216 

24 Vi 


Pacific 

Division 



Seattle 

40 

12 

.769 


LA Lakers 

32 

19 

.627 

716 

Phoenix 

25 

26 

.490 

1416 

Sacramento 

24 

25 

.490 

1416 

Golden State 

25 

28 

.472 

1516 

Portland 

25 

29 

.463 

16 

LA Clippers 

17 

35 

327 

23 


Washington! 
Bullets 
will be 
Washington! 
Wizards : 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The NBA Washington Bul- 
lets will become .'the 
Washington Wizards start- 
ing next season, team own- 
er Abe Pollin said Thurs- 
day. - y 

Pollin decided last year 
to drop the Bullets;- logo 
because it connotes . vio- 
lence in a dry wbere^guns 
and shootings had become, 
commonplace. i -• 
Fans voted oti the name 
Wizards after Pollin con- 
ducted a public campaign 
suggesting new names. 


+ i 


Batty 
on way to 
Newcastle 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Title-chasing Newcastle took 
their spending over the last ^ 

12 months to 25 million 
punds (about $40 million) af- .7 
ter agreeing a fee for Black- 
burn's unsettled midfielder* 
David Batty on Friday. 

Speculation had intensified 
over recent weeks that the 
former England midfielder, 
who has constantly denied a 
bust-up with Rovers manager 
Ray Harford, was on his way 
to the Premiership leaders. 

Newcastle! chief executive 
Freddie Fletcher confirmed 
the two clubs had agreed a 
price for Batty — believed to 
be 3.75 million pounds — and 
that they would hold talks 
with the player over the 
weekend. 

Fletcher said: “We agreed 
a fee with Blackburn last 
night for the transfer of — 
David Batty. David will re- 
ceive a medical and discuss 
personal terms with us over 
tiie weekend. 

Batty , 27, joined Rovers 
for $2.75 million pounds from 
Leeds in October 1993 after 
winning a championship 
medal with the Yorkshire 
club the previous year. 

' He suffered a series of in- 
ijtijuries last term ibuGSliiL pick- 
ed up another titie medal as 
Blackburn lifted the Pre- , 
miership crown. 

If his move to St. James' 

Park goes ahead, it would put 
him in line for a third cham- 
pionship medal, with New- 
castle six points clear of Man- 
chester United at the top of 
the Premiership with a game 
in hand. 

His arrival would come not 
long after Newcastle splashed 
out 7.5 million pounds on 
Parma’s Colombian striker 
Faustino Asprilla. 
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Barcelona 

beat 

Espanyol 


1^. . 

iv 
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BARCELONA (R) — A 
penalty from Romanian in- 
ternational Gheorghe Popes- 
cu gave Barcelona a 1-0 vic- 
tory over neighbours Espany- 
ol in thier Spanish semifinal 
first leg game on Thursday. 


W. M l<; v. 

•i'll I; 7. ■_ ’ ' 

in i:'0 c • 


'.he 

’Vs. r , 


A lacklustre match came 
alive in the 51st minute when 
Popescu converted a penalty 
after Abelardo Fernandez 
was brought down at a corner 
by Espanyol’s Argentine de- 
fender Maurido Pochettino. 


Jfcn and 

J* •< 

after : 
the sec 


Javi Garcia and Jordi Lar- 
din, who hit the post with a 
left-foot effort, had several 
chances to put Espanyol back 
in the game, as Jose Antonio 
Camacho's side took advan- 
tage of the wide open spaces 
in the Camp Nou stadium to 
find room on the wings.. 

But the best opportunity 
fell to Barcelona's Bosnian 
forward Meho Kodro, who 
was put through beautifully 
by Ivan de La Pena but 
waited too long to shoot and 
found his route to goal block- 
ed by Espanyol reserve keep- 
er Raul Arribas. 

The return leg will be play- 
ed next week at Espanyol ’s 
Sarria ground. 
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CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA L 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMM0UN THEATRE & 

C 1 N E M A/tel 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre I 

TEL 625155 

i 

Jean Claude Van Damm 
in 

SUPPEN 

PEATH 

Shows: 12:30, 330. 6:15. 8-JO. 10:30 pan. 

Adel Emam/Dalal Abdel 
Azeez/ Shereen Saaf AINaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 .6:30. 8:30, 10:30 ^ 

CONCORD “1” 

Adel Emam/Dalal Abdel Azeez/ 
Shereen Saaf AINaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Van Dam/Roger Moore 

THE QUEST 

Shows: ‘12, 1:45. 3:30. 5:15, 6:45 — 

Ahmad Zaki / Ragdah 
In 

ESTAKOZA 

(Arabic) J 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

“Ahlan Tatbie”piay . 
Welcome Normalisation! 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 

; j 
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Boris Becker 


No Atlanta Olympics for Becker 


ANTWERP (R) — Boris 
Becker said on Thursday he 
,' would skip this year’s Olym- 
pic Games in Atlanta for 
family reasons. 

“I’m not alone any more in 
this world, I have a family — 

3 wife and a son. (The Olym- 
pics) are between Wimble- 
don and rhe U-S. Open and 1 
cannot be gone for eight 
weeks In a row. I'm not 18 
any more," said Becker who 
won a gold medal at the 1992 
Barcelona Games in the dou- 
bles with Michael Stich. 

“It was a great experience 
but I’ve done it." said Beck- 
er, who played down the 
importance of Olympics for 
tennis. 

“To tell you the truth, for 
ail other sports, the Olympics 
is the pinnacle. For tennis I 
don't think it is," he said. 

Tomba 
wins 1st 
gold 
in world 
championships 

■ SigRRA (NEVADA (AP) r 
; rr Italian 1 Alberto Tomba i 
ended a decade of frustra- 
tion Friday with a victory 
in giant slalom in the 
World Alpine Skiing 
Championships, bringing 
him his first gold medal in 
the worlds in his fifth 
appearance. 

Tomba, the three-time 
Olympic gold medallist, 
finished in a combined 
time of 1 minute 58.63 
seconds for two runs, giv- 
ing him a sizeable victory 
margin over Urs Kaelin of 
Switzerland in 1:59.07 and 
fellow Swiss Michael Von 
Gruenigen in 1:59.45. 
Lasse Kjus of Norway was 
fourth in 1:59.51. 

Tomba, who led by .03 
seconds after the first run 
over Kjus, .47 over Von 
Gruenigen and .65 over 
Kaelin, almost let victroy 
slip away after about 15 
seconds of the second run. 

The muscular Italian 
went down on his side 
around a gate at the top of 
the course and, as it 
seemed he would crash 
out, used his strength and 
ability to right himself. 

Taking advantage of the 
relatively short layout of 
1,077 metres (3,533 feet) 
that ran almost like a sla- 
lom course, Tomba 
finished his second run in 
1:01.09. It was still the 
second quickest of the run 
behind Kaelin who came 
across in 1 : 00 . 88 . 

‘ “I did not sleep all night 
through because I was 
tense,” Tomba said. “And 
now I feel extremely tired. 

I may go to bed early 
tonight ... I deserved this 
title.” 

“I deserved it last year 
when I was in top condi- 
tion, and the cham- 
pionships were post- 
poned,” he added. “Most 
people thought I could 
win a medal in giant sla- 
lom, but not gold. I gave 
up some World Cup giant 
slalom races earlier this 
season but I recovered the 
giant slalom form in due 
time.” 

Tomba will be after his 
setfjnd gold in Sunday’s 
slalom, the final event of 
.the two-week cham- 
pionships. 

“I run again Sunday — 


Becker beats 
Russian qualifier 

Australian Open champion 
Boris Becker was forced to 
come from a set down to beat 
Russian qualifier Andrei 
Olhovskiy in the second 
round of the European Com- 
munity championship on 
Thursday. 

Top seed Becker, who mis- 
sed Germany's recent Davis 
Cup match against Switzer- 
land and the Dubai Open last 
week because of inflamed leg 
ligaments and a back prob- 
lem. appeared sluggish in the 
First set. 

But he raised his game in 
the second and went on to 
win 3-6. 6-4. 6-1. 

The German produced 
some flawless serve-and- 
volley work against Olhovs- 
kiy. ranked "92nd in the 


world, to set up a quarter- 
final tie with Spaniard Fran- 
cisco Gavec. 

“Andrei had an excellent 
start, he's very fast and 1 
couldn'r get into the match 
but then 1 started to read his 
game.’' said Becker, who has 
his sights set on regaining the 
world number one ranking, 
which he first held in 1991. 

“It's not an obsession like 
the first lime but it's a dream 
1 have," said Becker, who 
added he was not obsessed 
either by the French Open, 
the only Grand Slam event 
which he has never won. 

Earlier. Olympic champion 
Marc Rossct of Switzerland 
reached the quarter-finals 
with an emphatic 6-3. 6-3 win 
over Russian Alexander Vol- 
kov. 

It was only eight-seeded 


Rosset’s fourth maich of the 
year after his freak accident 
during an exhibition event in 
January. 

Rosset broke his hand 
when he punched it through 
an advertising panel in frus- 
tration but said he now suf- 
fered enough for his stupid- 
,Iy ' 

“There is no use looking 
back. What's done is done. 1 
regret it because it was stu- 
pid. I couldn't play the Au- 
stralian Open and we lost our 
Davis Cup match (against 
Germany) because of it.” 

Sixth-seeded German 
Michael Stich beat Belgian 
Johan Van Herck 7-c. 6-4 in 
other second-round action. 

“I’m strong, fit and happy 
to be in the quarter-finals but 
1 still have to get used to 
playing again." said Stich. 



Italian skiing Alberto Tomba kisses tbe snow in Olympic history, captured his first Alpine 

after winning the men’s grant slalom race in Sknng World Championship gold medal on 

the Alpine Skiing World Championships Fri- Friday (Renters photo) 
day. Tomba, the most successful Alpine skier 


maybe I shouldn't sleep 
tomorrow,” joked Tom- 
ba, who dedicated tbe win 
to his late grandfather. 

The win gives Tomba 
every laurel in skiing. He 
has three Olympic golds, 
two silvers and has won 47 
rimes on the World Cup 
circuit — No. 2 on the 
all-time list for men. 

He becomes the third 
Italian man to win a world 
title in giant slalom joining 
Zeno Colo in 1950 and 
Gustavo Thoeni — Tom- 
ba’s present coach — in 
1974. 

Tomba promised all 
season to win gold at these 
championship and break 
his jinx in the worlds. Iro- 


nically, the win came in 
Spain in this southern re- 
sort, which he criticised 
earlier this year and 
likened to “skiing in 
Morocco." 

Tomba apologised for 
his remarks when he ar- 
rived in Spain earlier this 
week and was warmly ap- 
plauded after winning his 
gold medal. 

The 29-year-old won a 
bronze in giant slalom in 
the 1987 championships 
but failed in the next three 
worlds to place in the top 
three. In '93 in Morioka, 
Japan, he skipped the 
giant slalom with illness 
and crashed out of the 
slalom. 


The gold medal was the 
third in eight events for 
the Italian team and their 
fourth overall to lead the 
medal table. The other 
golds were for Isolde 
Kostner in Super-G and 
Deborah Gompagnoni in 
giant slalom. 

Kaelin, the ’94 Olympic 
silver medallist in giant 
slalom and silver medallist 
in the ’91 worlds, was not 
tickled to win silver again. 
He ranks third in this sea- 
son's World Cup giant sla- 
lom standings. 

“I didn’t want the silver 
again, I really wanted to 
win gold ... but I got the 
silver and I accept it,” he 
said. 


Tim Hardaway moves to Miami 
on NBA trading day 


NEW YORK (AP) — Tun Hardaway, Christian Laettner 
and Billy Owens were the biggest names to move Thursday 
on one of tbe busier NBA trading deadline days in recent 
years. 

Six deals involving 19 players were completed, with the 
Miami Heat making three trades. 

The Heat added forward Walt Williams, forward-center 
Chris Gatling and guards Hardaway and Tony Smith. 

The Atlanta Hawks acquired Laettner from tbe Minne- 
sota Timberwolves and the Toronto Raptors picked up 
Sharone Wright from Philadelphia. 

The biggest non-trade involved the Portland Trail 
Blazers, who failed to deal disgruntled guard Rod Strick- 
land or forward Gifford Robinson. Strickland was sus- 
pended for one game by the Trail Blazers after he stormed 
off the court during warmups Thursday night. 

“It did seem busier than usual,” said NBA attorney Joel 
Litvin, one of the lawyers in charge of approving deals. 

“It's a frenetic day and always is. Whether or not you 
have a lot of trades that take place, you have a lot of teams 
running trades by you. We’re on phone all day with GMS.” 

Miami made all three of its trades within two hours of the 
9 p.m. esr deadline. The Heat picked up Hardaway and 
Gatling from Golden State for power forward Kerin Willis 
and guard Bimbo Coles, then acquired Williams and 
Tyrone Corbin from Sacramento for Owens and Kerin 
Gamble. Miami also added Smith from Phoenix for rookie 
Terrence Rensher. 

Today obviously was a day that I felt was coming all 
along if we had the opportunity to improve the position of 
this team,” Miami coach Pat Riley said. “It was a very 
difficult day for me personally.” 

The Hawks and Timberwolves beat the deadline by 


several hours. Atlanta picked up Centres Laettner and 
Sean Rooks for center Andrew Lang and point guard Spud 
Webb. 

Kevin McHale, Minnesota’s vice president of basketball 
operations, said he was hoping to improve the team’s 
chemistry. 

“Everybody’s got to understand there are roles that need 
to be played in the context of the team,” McHale said. “If 
people don't accept that or don't understand that, it ends 
up being (conflict) all the time.” 

The 76ers sent wright to the raptors for forwards Ed 
Pinckney and Tony Massenburg. The Sixers also acquired 
tbe right to swap first-round draft picks with Toronto this 
year or in 1997. 

“This was also done to free up money so that we could go 
after a quality group of free agents," said Sixers coach and 
general manager John Lucas, who signed Wright to a 
six-year, S21 million contract which stQI has four years to 
ran. 

Pinckney and Massenburg will be free agents at the end 
of the season. 

The Orlando Magic acquired Kenny Gattison and a 
second-round draft pick from the Vancouver Grizzlies for 
Jeff Turner. Gattison is expected to back up Shaquiile 
O'Neal at center and Horace Grant at forward during the 
playoffs. 

The Grizzlies had three second-round picks in the 1996 
draft, haring earlier obtained selections from Washington 
and the New York Knicks. Orlando will get the worst of the 
thre. 

Gattison is out with a pinched nerve in his neck and 
Turner is rehabilitating a knee injury. Both must pass 
physicals before the trade is completed. 


Dominique Wilkins paid 
$100,000 for cocaine 

NASSAU (AP) — Former basketball star Dominique Wilkins 
allegedly paid 5100,000 for cocaine to a man whose body was 
later found burned beyond recognition, according ro testi- 
mony during a coroner's inquest. 

A Bahamas police constable, testifying in a Nassau cour- 
troom this week, said the man who allegedly received the 
money told him Wilkins was cheated and never received the 
drugs. 

“That’s the craziest thing I've heard in my life,” Wilkins, 
who once starred for the Atlanta Hawks and now plays for a 
team in Greece, said Thursday by telephone. “I never gave 
$100,000 to anyone in my life, other than my mother." 

A coroner’s jury started hearing testimony into the deaths of 
Philip Collie, 37. and a girlfriend, Bianca Evans, 26. Their 
burned bodies were found in Collie's car Dec. 20, 1991. 

The woman had disappeared a day earlier, her mother 
testified. Collie had been seen a few days earlier. 

Testimony in the inquest put Wilkins in the Bahamas for 
short period in July 1991. 

“I’ve been there 12. 13 times." he told the Associated Press 
from his home in Athens, Greece. "I may have been there in 
1991. I don’t know if that (year) was one of them.” 

Constable Raynard Woods, Collie's nephew, testified about 
a report he filed with police in 1991 that his uncle told him he. 
received the money from Wilkins and never intended to 
•deliver the drugs. 

The constable said his nephew told him he and a man who 
was running a basketball camp. Jeff Rodgers, teamed to cheat 
Wilkins out of thq money, the number listed fqr.RQdge' 1 ? w.the 
. Nassau phone director was not in “sendee late 'Thursday." 

“Did he tell you who supplied the 5100,000?" prosecutor 
Geopatra Christie asked Woods. 

“From Mr. Wilkins,” the constable replied. 

“This is the most bogus story I have ever heard,” Wilkins 
said. "I’m shocked, stunned. I don’t even know how to 
respond. This is totally ridiculous." 

Woods testified that Collie confided he and Rodgers had 
concocted a story that the men who were going to deliver the 
cocaine had been caught and collie had to use the 5100,000 to 
bail them out. 

Wilkins said he and other NBA playes participated in the 
basketball camp run by Rodgers. 

“He would pay NBA guys to appear at the camp,” Wilkins 
said. “Half the guy's in the NBA know Jeff.” i 

Woods said Collie was unemployed in 1991. He said at 
various times. Collie owned a Jaguar, a Rolls Royce and a 
Cadillac. 

the bodies of collie and his girlfriend were found in Collie's I 
Cadillac near a pier in Nassau. Missing were collie's feet, 
hands penis and testicles. . 

In the Bahamas, a coroner’s inquest declares if there is a 
crime. The attorney general's office then decides if there' 
should be a criminal investigation. 


FOR SALE • 

Complete furniture of three bedroom apartment, 
electrical items and kitchen utensils, wide range of 
living accessories all in a very good condition. 

Call Tel. 823020 between 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. 



THE ITALIAN 
EMBASSY 


Announces the opening of new classes 
on March 2, 1996 at “Terr Sancta 
College." Jabal Lweibdeh, fees JD 40, 
two-month classes, Saturday-Mon'day- 
Wednesday 4/5.30 & 6/7.30 p.m. Reg- 
istration at the Italian Embassy each 
Sunday, Tuesday,- Thursday (Tel. 
638185). 

(Closing date Feb. 27, 1996). 




International Communi 



in m : n M n n *irri “ i>y. ■ m .i r* rw.ii,:-,: :• 


Are you reflective, caring, highly motivated and 
British qualified with a working knowledge of the 
National Curriculum ? 

The ICS requires the following staff 
from September 1996 
Key Stage 2 Primary class teacher 
Music teacher - this could be either a part-time post 
or combined with class teaching for a full time position 
Excellent salary & working conditions. Interested ? 
Contact the School Office for an application form, 
and to arrange a visit by Sunday, 3rd March, 1996. 

Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


Bayern Munich try 
to shake off 
winter hibernation 


BONN (R) — Bayern 
Munich need to regain 
their pride and momentum 
to end a two-match losing 
streak when they face 
Bayer Uerdingen in the 
Bu'ndesliga this weekend. 

Still shaking off their 
winter hibernation, the 
Bavarians, billed early this 
season as the “Dream 
Team” are banting not just 
opponents on the pirch, but 
themselves as well. 

Captain Lothar Matth- 
aeus said the squad's highly 
paid players had to start 
working as a team and not 
let jealousies sour their 
chnaces for success. 

“We have to be hard as 
nails on ourselves,” he told 
Kicker magazine in an in- 
terview. “We cannot find 
fault with others, as.we did 
after the .Karlsruhe match. 
Only after each of us ex- 
amines his own perform- 
ance can we lay into - 
others." 

He was referring to last 
weekend's humiliating 4-1 
loss at home to Karlsruhe, 
Bayern's second ina row 
since coming out of the 
winter break. 

Bayern remain three 
points behind Borussia 
Dortmund, who take on 
Hansa Rostock on Satur- 
day. 

“A few people at Bayern 
have it too good," the 34- 
year-old skipper com- 
plained. “First come the 
demands, then comes the 
performance, it has to be 
the other way round." 

Even star Juergen Klins- 


mann has to snap out of a 
funk and spur the team to 
victories, he said. 

Klinsmann “has to get a 
grip on himself. He cannot 
put himself under such 
pressure.” 

Klinsmann, with only six 
league goals this season, 
s&M after Germany's 2-1 
win over Portugal on 
Wednesday that it was time 
to <‘-&r the air. 

*'We have to address ev- 
erything so that we can 
look one another in the 
eye,” the Bild daily quoted 
him as saying after the in- 
vigorating win in Port. 

Trainer Otto Rehhagel, 
under attack in the media 
for failing to galvanise his 
players into playing with 
conviction, played down 
the importance of the 
match. 

“We have to win every- 
where, on Sunday in Uerd- 
ingen as well," he said, 
dismissing any suggestion 
that a crisis was looming. 

Meanwhile Dortmund 
striker Hieko Herriich is 
expected to miss the league 
leaders' match against 
Hansa Rostock with a torn 
ankle ligament. 

Trainer Ottmar Hitzfeld' 
also defended Uruguayan, 
striker Ruben Sosa.a who 
has scored only three goals 
sine ehe was acquired from 
Inter Milan at the start of 
the campaign. 

“He was shown what we ' 
expected," he said, "it was 
not a mistake to sign him 
up.” 


JOB OFFER 

A Jordanian firm is seeking to 
hire someone with good 
knowledge of aquaculture and or 
fish farming, any level of 
education is welcomed. 

Interested parties should contact 
Mr. Samir at 691301 or 691035 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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WHERE'S THE LOSER? 


East-West vulnerable. South 


deals. 

NORTH 

*Q8 

0762 



0A98 
* A K 10 72 

WEST 


EAST 

* J95 


*76 

VKQ5 


*7 A 10 8 4 

OQ4 


v 10 763 2 

A Q J 8 6 3 

*95 


SOUTH 
* AK 104 3 2 
OJ93 
0RJ5 

*4 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 * Put 2 * Pan 

2* Pan 3* Pan 

4a Pan Pan Pan 


Opening lead: King of X* 

Take a good look at the diagram. 
It might seem that your sit-year-old 
daughter would be able to make 10 
incks AL a spade contract, and you 
probably would be right. However, 
a world-class player managed to go 
down! This ia what happened. 

Four spades was a norm/ Vxi- 


traet to reach, and the auction 
shown is typical for partnerships 
who play five-card majors and that 
a cwo-evar-ane response ia a game 
force. The spade rebid in this 
sequence tends to promise a six- 
card suit, hence North's raise. 

West led the king of hearts, on 
which East signaled enthusiastical- 
ly. The queen of hearts was contin- 
ued. followed by a third heart to the 
. ace. with declarer contributing tbe 
jack. 

From East's point of view it 
seemed unlikely that the contract 
could be defeated legitimately. 
Declarer could hardly have lees 
that she spades headed by the see- 
king and the king of diamonds, so 
declarer had no more apparent 
loeerc. Tbe only chance was to con- 
vince declarer that the opponents 
were locking for a trump promo- 
tion. 

Suiting the deed to the thought,- , 
East led the 13th heart. Declarer 
discarded a diamond and West 1 
ruffed with the nine, forcing the 
queen from dummy. Declarer decid- 
ed that East had to have three 
trumps headed by the jack to adopt' 
this defense, so continued by lead- 
ing the oigfct of trumps and finess- 
ing the 10. Doom one. 
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Russia suspends sanctions 


against Bosnia’s Serbs 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia on Friday pulied out 
of U.N. -imposed sanctions 
against Bosnian Serbs follow- 
ing a decree signed by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, his office 
said. * 

Mr. Yeltsin made the deri- 
sion after the Bosnian Serbs 
complied with conditions out- 
lined by U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution 1022, the de- 
cree said. 

Resolution 1022. which 
was adopted by the council 
on Nov. 22, provides for the 
suspension of sanctions 
against Bosnian Serbs after 
3n announcement by the 
commander of the Peace Im- 
plementation. Force (IFOR) 
that Serbs had withdrawn 
from separation zones estab- 
lished by the Dayton peace 
accord. 

In New York, Russia's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations announced the effec- 
tive unilateral suspension of 
U.N. sanctions against Bos- 
nian Serbs, breaking ranks 
with the other members of 
the Security Council. 

Russian Ambassador 
Sergei Lavro told reporters 


that Moscow was simply 
observing the terms of the 
U.N. resolution which pro- 
vides for the sanctions sus- 
pension if certain conditions 
are met. 


dearly a wider political in- 
terest” in ensuring that the 
Bosnian Serbs were com- 
plying in general with the 
peace accords. 


On Thursday, Russian di- 
plomats at the United Na- 
tions denounced the request 
by IFOR commander Admir- 
al Leighton Smith to delay 
suspension of the sanction by 
two days. 

The Russian diplomats said 
the Security Council had no 
decision to take regarding the 
suspension of sanctions 
against Bosnian Serbs which 
should have been removed 
days ago. 


They referred to two let- 
ters from North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation chief 
Javier Solana who informed 
the United Nations that the 
Serbs had complied with the 
peace accords by moving be- 
hind separation lines. 

Western diplomats said 
Thursday that although the 
issue of suspending the Bos- 
nian Serb sanctions was a 
“technical" matter in terms 
nf rh>» resolution, “there is 


In another development 
Friday, the U.N. refugee 
agency said Muslim-Croat 
federation police were fright- 
ening Serbs in a Sarajevo 
suburb they have just taken 
over by conducting unsuper- 
vzsed patrols and searches. 

Their actions, breaking 
agreed rules on their con- 
duct, would make a further 
exodus from Serb-held dis- 
tricts likely, said Kris Janows- 
ki, spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCRJ. 

“They are doing things 
which they are not supposed 
to be doing, p atrol ling 
around without any IPTF (In- 
ternational Police Task 
Fdree) ‘ supervision . ” 


though they said the police 
were polite.” 

Vogosca is one of the five 
Sarajevo suburbs being trans- 
ferred from Bosnia's Serb re- 
public to its Muslim-Croat 
federation on March 20. In 
anticipation of the handover, 
federation police assumed 
jurisdiction in Vogosca on 
Friday morning. 


‘They started a checkpoint 
on the road between Vogosca 
and Hijas and they were stop- 
ping cars and checking identi- 
ty cards, inspecting the boots. 
Serbs complained to us that 
they were frightened even 


Most of- Vogosca’s Serb 
population of 27,000 fled be- 
fore the federation police ar- 
rived, fearful of reprisals for 
the 43-month Serb siege of 
Sarajevo. 

But ground rules worked 
out with the IPTF included 
restrictions on federation 
police activ ity unless un- 
armed IPTF monitors were 
present. Unaccompanied pat- 
rols and searches were speci- 
fically ruled out 

“This kind of unauthorised 
activity simply frightens the 
remaining Serbs and makes 
those who were still wavering 
in their decision about 
whether to stay or to leave 
less likely to remain in their 
homes," Mr. Janowski com- 
plained. 


Israel, Hizbollah exchange 
artillery duels in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — The Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah rained 
shells and mortars on three 
Israeli and militia positions 
Friday a day after two of their 
guerrillas were killed in 
southern Lebanon. Siscurity 
officials said. 

The attacks were “in reply 
for Israeli air attacks against 
our village*; in sr ■ cm ? eba- 
non.” a HizboILiii pokesman 
in Beirut said, but Israel's 
proxy South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) said there had been no 
casualties. 

Two Hizbollah fighters 
were killed Thursday when 
four Israeli fighters fired 
more than 10 air-to-ground 
missiles at positions in the 
Iqlim A1 Tuffah heights 
bordering' Israel's self- 
declared "security zone” in 
southern Lebanon, Lebanese 
security sources announced. 


They were the first guerril- 
las to be killed this year in the 
region. The Hizbollah spear- 
heads resistance to Israel's 
occupation of the border strip 
in southern Lebanon. 

Israeli artillery bombarded 
Hizbollah strongholds in the 
heights in repiy on Friday, 
Lebanese police said without 
giving details of any casual- 
ties. 

The tit-for-tat artillery 
attacks followed two days of 
tension in the region, sparked 
by Israeli accusations that the 
Hizbollah on Tuesday dis- 
patched an explosives- packed 
motorised hang-glider on a 
suicide mission to attack 
Israeli targets. 

Hizbollah denied responsi- 
bility for the operation which 
failed when the light aircraft 
exploded in mid-air north of 
the security zone, but Israeli 
fighters raided guerrilla 


strongholds on Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

The Israeli fighters main 
target was “a Hizbollah train- 
ing camp from which opera- 
tions had been launched 
against Israel.” a military 
spokesman said. 


Meanwhile in Jerusalem an 
Israeli army spokesman said 
soldiers had shot and wound- 
ed three anti-Israel fighters in 
the zone on Friday, but they 
had managed to flee the 
scene. 

A Hizbollah leader Sheikh 
Nabil Qauk warned “Israel 
against continuing its aggres- 
sions.” 


“Our response will be very 
violent and very painful and. 
we will deal them an un- 
forgettable lesson if they are 
thinking "af starting a new 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel, Syria making effort to 


understand each other — Ross 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Two key figures in the Mid- 
dle East peace process, De- 
nnis Ross and Itamar Rabi- 
novich, met with a group of 
Arab, Israeli and American 
students at the Israeli embas- 
sy Feb. 20 to discuss the 
region's political transforma- 
tion. 

Mr. Ross, the State De- 
partment's special coordina- 
tor for the Middle East peace 
process, began by noting the 
change in Syria’s approach as 
the process begun in Madrid 
and Oslo bore fruit over the 
past few years. 

Now. with the redeploy- 
ment of Israeli forces from 
much' of the West Bank and 
completion of Palestinian 
elections, “there is a different 
kind of dialogue.” Mr. Ross 


said. For the first time 
Israelis and Syrians are mak- 
ing an effort to understand 
each other. 

While there will continue 
to be “fits and starts” in their 
negotiations, a peace agree- 
ment between Syria and 
Israel is likely, an event 
which would “dose the circle 
of conflict” between Israel 
and the Arab states, he said. 
For the first time, there is “a 
real prospect of transforming 
the region.” 

The reason for this is re- 
latively simple. Mr. Ross 
added. “Basically, the peo- 
ples in the area do not see a 
realistic alternative to 


May. would upset the Israeli- 
•Syrian negotiations. They arc 
scheduled to resume next 
week at the Wye Plantation 
on Maryland’s eastern shore. 


“We made good headway" 
at the two previous rounds at 
Wye and will “try to build on 
what we’ve done,” Mr. Ross 
said. “Our basic approach is 
not going to change.” 


peace. 

Mr. Ross made clear that 
he did not think that the 
Israeli elections, set for late 


Mr. Rabinovich, the Israeli 
ambassador to the U.S. be- 
gan by noting that the 
periodic tensions which had 
previously cropped up in 
U.S.-Israel relations had vir- 
tually disappeared over the 
past three and a half years. 
The peace process also 
helped U.S. relations with 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli 


army, 

Palestinian 


gunmen 

exchange. 

fire 


GAZA (R) — Israeli troops 
and Palestinian gunmen ex- 
changed fire in the 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip 
on Friday, the Israeli army 
said. 

Palestinian sources said 
they did not know of any 
casualties. An Israeli army 
spokeswoman said no Israelis 
were hurt. 


“The incident happened 
after a number of shots Were 
fired from the autonomous 
area at an Israeli patrol,” the 
spokeswoman said. She said 
the gunmen escaped into the 
Palestinian-ruled area. 

The spokeswoman said one 
Palestinian gunman might 
have been injured but none 
of Gaza's hospitals had re- 
ceived such a casualty. 


A Palestinian border guard 
officer told Reuters there was 
heavy shooting from both 
sides at 4 a.m. (0200 GMT). 
He said police were not in- 
volved in the shooting and 
were still searching for the 
gunmen hours later. 


The guard, Shafiq Abu 
Leileh, said: “Our check- 
points is 600 metres from 
where the Palestinians 
opened fire on the Israelis. 
Tire Israelis opened fire indis- 
criminately. They shot to- 
wards us.” 

He said the police at the 
checkpoint could not report 
the shooting to the Israeli- 1 
Palestinian district coordinat- 
ing office because they lacked 
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A JORDANIAN WOMAN BUYS A TOY: A Jordanian woman buys a toy for her 
child on the third day of Eld A1 Fitr from Iraqis displaying their goods at a street 
bazaar in the centre of Amman Thursday. Thousands of Iraqis fled to Jordan from 
economic hardship in Iraq, after the United Nations imposed sanctions on Baghdad 
following Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait (Reuters photo) 


Mrs. Clinton hosts celebration 


to mark end of Ramadan 


(Continued on page 7) 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — 
This year in the United 
States.’ the completion of the 
Ramadan fast on February 
20. was marked by a very 
special event. First Lady Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton hosted a 
celebration of Eid A1 Fitr at 
the White House, marking 
the first time an Islamic holi- 
day was ever celebrated 
there. 

Approximately one hun- 
dred Muslims from around 
the country and their families 
were welcomed by the First 
Lady at a reception in the 
Indian Treaty Room of the 
Old Executive Office Build- 
ing. which is part of the 
White House. 

Mrs. Clinton called all 
Americans to learn to 
appreciate and understand 
the faiths of one another and 
said that she had learned 
much about Islam from her 
daughter. Chelsea, who has 
studied Islamic history at 
school. Mrs. Clinton also re- 
vealed that she had gained a 
greater appreciation of Islam 
during her trip with her 
daughter to several Islamic 
countries in South Asia last 


seen what tragedies can hap- 
pen when religion, whether it 
is Christianity. Judaism or 
Islam, is exploited for politic- 
al gain. If we employ religion 
as an excuse for intolerance, 
divisions or violence, we bet- 


ity. 


Also present at the White 
House reception was Imam 
Abdul Rasheed Mohammad. 


the first Muslim chaplain of 
the U.S. Army, who was 


ray its purpose. 


The Eid reception was 
sponsored the by American 
Muslim Council (AMC) 
which during Ramadan 
hosted the first-ever iftar 


(breaking of the daily fast) 
dinner celebration on Capitol 


year. 

"No matter what religion 
we follow,” Mrs. Clinton 
warned. “We must not allow 
extremists of any faith to 
manipulate the priorities and 
values of the majority of that 
religion's followers. We have 


Hill for members of the U.S. 
Congress, representatives 
from government agencies, 
the Clinton administration 
and Muslim. Christian and 
Juwish leaders from the local 
community and from across 
the nation. 

Khaled Saffuri, assistant 
executive director of the 
American Muslim Council, 
presented Mrs. Clinton with 
a copy of Holy Koran and 
told the first lady: “We are 
proud to participate in the 
growing recognition of the 
mainstream Muslim com- 
munity and to encourage its 
role in American political 
life,” Mr. Saffuri acknow- 
ledged the Eid Al-Fitr recep- 
tion and President Clinton's 
remarks to Muslims around 
the world delivered earlier 
that day “as an example of 
the Clinton administration’s 
efforts to reach out to the 
American Muslim commun- 


commissioned as an army 
chaplain with the rank of 
Captain in 1993. ;J / 

Imam Mohammad, who 
travelled to Washington 
especially to attend the re- 
ception, recited verses from 
the Koran and then pre- 
sented Mrs. Clinton with a 
copy of the Muslim holy 
book. 

Earlier, in a taped Eid 
greetings to Muslims around 
the world. President Clinton 
extended “my personal greet- 
ings to the entire Muslim 
community, here in the Un- 
ited States and around the 
world, as it celebrates the Eid 
A1 Fitr. It is a time for 
rejoicing and celebration, but 
it is also a time for reflection 
and rededication. On this 
occasion, let us rekindle our 
commitment to the cause of 
peace among all of the people 
of the earth." 

In the United Sra tes today 
there are more than 1.000 
mosques, of which more than 
three-fourths opened since 
1980, and an estimated five 
million Muslims. Through 
immigration, births and con- 
versions, Islam is one of the' 
fastest-growing religions in 
the United States. 


Saudi dissident appeals 


British deportation order 


LONDON ( AFP) — A Saudi 
dissident ordered by Britain 
to leave because his presence 
is endangering lucrative arms 
contracts with Riyadh Friday 
told an appeals hearing he 
had been tortured in a Saudi 


pnson. 

Mohammad A I Masaari. a 
vocal critic of the Saudi gov- 
ernment. was ordered to 
leave last year by the home 
office. 

Mr. A1 Masaari. who heads 
the fundamentalist Commit- 
tee for Defence of Legitimate 
Rights, has been a thorn in 
Riyadh's side since coming 
to Britain a year ago. 

From a house in north 
Lebanon, he has peppared 
Saudi Arabia with a deluge of 
daily faxed opposition tracts 
attacking the Saudi govern- 
ment. and the Saudis have 
threatened *.o review their 
huge defence contracts with 
British firms. ■ 

Mr. Ai Masaari is -appeal- 
ing the government's efforts 
to deport him to the Carib- 
bean island state of Domini-, 
ca. which has agreed to give 
him asylum. He claims he 
would not be safe there. 

On the second day of his 
hearing, he told of being de- 
tained in Saudi Arabia in 
1993 and spent six months : 
prison after helping to estab- 


lish his political opposition 
group. 

During his detention, he 
said, he was regularly tor- 
tured. kept in isolation, dep* 
rived of sleep and kept under 
24-hour video surveillance. 

"I was beaten with a bam- 
boo cane on my back several 
times, also on the soles of my 
feet.” he said. 

“Four officers will come, 
two will lift the feet, the soles 
were exposed and a third 
officer would beat on both 
soles, usually stopping before 
bleeding. The fourth officer 
stands there urging them 
on.” 

He said he was also beaten 
by security staff with their 
fists, on one occasion so bad- 
ly that he could not sleep on 
his side for two months. 

Mr. Al Masaari's lawyer. 
Andrew Nicoi, submitted a 
list of assassination and 
abductions around the world 
in which. Mr. Al Masaari 
alleges, the Saudi authorities 
were implicated. He con- 
tends they would come for 
him in Dominica. 

Home Office ministers 
have acknowledged that the 
deportation order was influ- 
enced by the need to main- 


tiuns' between Britain and 
Saudi Arabia. 


Isolation prompted Iraqi defector’s return home 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — Deserted by 
his friends and under press- 
ure from his homesick wife, 
Iraq's highest-ranking de- 
fector was back in Baghdad 
Wednesday with a reported 
pardon from his father-in- 
law. Saddam Hussein. 


which Saddam heads. Mon- 
day “decided to approve 
his appeal and allow him to 
return to Iraq and deal with 
him as an ordinary citizen.” 
the TV said. 


But for Lt. Gen. Hussein 
Kamel, who is married to 
Saddam’s eldest daughter 
Raghad, the future still 
looks uncertain after his 
ill-fated mutiny against the 
unpredictable and usually 
unforgiving Iraqi leader. 

The state-run Iraqi tele- 
vision network reported 
late Tuesday that Gen. 
Kamel and his brother Col. 
Saddam Kamel — who is 
married to another Sad- 
dam's daughters Rana — 
and their entourage arrived 
in Baghdad after a 12-hour 
drive across the desert from 
Amman. 


It gave no details of how 
they were welcomed. Bui it 
said that Saddam had 
agreed to allow them to 
return after the defector 
pleaded for a pardon Satur- 
day. 


An official at the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman, speak- 
ing on condition of anony- 
mity. said Tuesday after 
Gen. Kamel set off for 
Baghdad that he '’will be 
safe and welcomed in his 
country and will not be 
punished for his misde- 
meanor.” 

Others who crossed Sad- 
dam. even members of his 
family, have not been so 
lucky. 

But whatever the future 
holds for Gen. Kamel, who 
for year’s directed Sad- 
dam's clandestine weapons 
programmes, by ail 
accounts his life in Jordan 
was pretty miserable fol- 
lowing his dramatic defec- 
tion Aug. 8 and vow to 
bring down the Baghdad 
regime. 


Kamel became moody and 
morose, often violent, curs- 
ing his fate. 

Nayef Tawarrah. editor 
of Ai-Bilad newspapers, 
said Sunday he took legal 
action against Gen. Kamel 
last week after the defector 
threatened to sent “his 
bodyguards after me to 'li- 
quidate' me” because he 
was angry over how the 
weekly ran an interview 
with him. 


The warm welcome he 
received from Jordanian 
officials in August soon 
palled as they found that 
Gen. Kamel was not going 
to rally Iraqi dissidents be- 
hind him. 

The dissidents felt that 
since he had been a mem- 
ber of Saddam's inner cir- 
cle. he was much to blame 
for the atrocities carried 
out by the Baghdad regime 
as Saddam and wanted no- 
thing to do with him. 


arv 


Iraq's ruling Revolution- 
Command Council. 


Aides told the Associ- 
ated Press that once it be- 
came clear thar Iraqi 
opposition groups, as well 
as Arab and Western gov- 
ernments. were giving the 
cold-shoulder rather than 
hailing him as a hero. Gen. 


Jordanians who were in 
contact with Gen. Kamel in 
Amman said that through- 
out his six-month sojourn 
here he was a virtual re- 
cluse in the hilltop Hashe- 
miyeh palace, a white- 
stoned mansion on the out- 
skirts of the city which the 
government made available 


to him. 

The information said 
Gen. Kamel spent most of 
his time away from his wife 
and three children, sitting 
alone in a rocking chair in 
the palace's main chamber 
staring at the West Bank 
mountains across the Jor- 
dan River. 

He refused to allow his 
family to mingle with 
Jordanians and they rarely, 
went outside the palace 
compound, the informants 
told the Associated Press. 

One of his aides, who 
returned to Iraq Tuesday, 
said before he left that 
Gen. Kamel hurled an 
ashtray at another defec- 
tor. Iraqi journalist Maad 
Fayyad. because he did not 
like the questions he was 
asking. 

"He’d become difficult 
and hot-tempered lately 
because he was rejected, 
deserted by everybody, in- 
cluding his cousins and 
other relatives who had 
fled Iraq with him.” said 
the aide, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Last November. Gen. 
Kamel; frustrated and bit- 
ter. had a nervous break- 
down. the sources re- 
ported. That seems io have 
spurred the effort for a 


his 


reconciliation with 
feared father-in-law. 

Gen. Kamel's compan- 
ions said that he had been 
in contact with Saddam 
Hussein for some time 
through intermediaries in 


>ugh 

effoi 


his efforts to be allowed 
back to Iraq. 

One aide disclosed that 
Gen. Kamel had asked his 
unde. Abed Hassan Al 
Majid who is close to Sad- 
dam's inner cirde, to inter- 
cede with the Iraqi leader. 

Raghad. who had been 
Saddam's favourite daugh- 
ter, "played a big role in 
the contacts,” he said. 
“She used to call her 
father, often pleading re- 
pentance and begging him 
to allow her to return 
home. 

“Recently, Abed Al Ma- 
jid gathered the familv. in- 
cluding Saddam, his ^ sons 
and his wife, and told them 
that Hussein Kamel wanted 
to return and was pleading 
for clemency." he said. 

He said that it took Sad- 
dam. who had been 
seriously embarrassed and 
humiliated by the defec- 
tions of people so close to 
him. “some time to decide 
because his sous had initial- 
ly rejected clemency 
Gen. Kamel.” 
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Diana’s interview 

rn' 1 ;- 


gets top 

awards - il,; 6 " M 

. ' isSsr- 

LONDON (Ajfy: 

Martin Bashir, tbeiej** 
who persuaded Prh^¥. 

Diana to give, tte.c^ 

BBC Television th^ivt 
which sent shock 
through Britain. 
year, scooped 
media 'awards 1 7 5 ^ 

Thursday. Mr. Bashir^ 
the Interview of the Ye 
and Journalist of the' 
prizes at the Royal __ 
vision Society’s Awaids - . c+aac- 
the London Hflton 
His BBC Panorama 
gramme — . in- w 

Princess Diana spoke : r aut 
her husband 


■bask 


Charles’ adultery, her 

extra- marital affair, :n 




i: i 


self-mutilation and bulizr - 
— was watched by mo % ) 

than 23 million Britons lsVjf- ' T,t . 
November and. mUho.'-f-r- 
more around the world."? i"-' 1 “ * . L 
Channel 4 programme, 

Dying Rooms a docum^ .1 

tary on orphanages 
China which caused -V^" 

minor international 
dent took the International. ' 
Award. The BBC recorde^ ^'Tlie i - ' 
an emphatic victory al fr'b '-Hr.r.ess 
ceremony, winning a njl, j’^qi pec 
cord 11 of the 19 m 

and one of the two speciijt--. ;:*ards ? 
commendations. , zi : 


Women admitted m t 


to university club 


•.-•-rin-jC 
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LONDON (AFP) 

Nearly 200 years of clot. ■; ^c.e ::: 
land tradition has endor.- r: “urns 
after male members of 
United Oxford and C&n - - 

bridge University Cldhr ;v; 
voted to admit women 
equal terms, the Times-*-' 
reported Friday. The papa ’ ^ 
said the result of a posta- ' ^ 

ballot declared Thursday-^ 
was in favour of opening . y ^ _ 
the oak-panelled doos of~“ 5r 

I Mlt 

1 ,::s‘ 


the club on London's 
mall 1 to \yomen by 2,012 
votes to 545. Club Chair ..... 
man Bryan Nicholson tcf;." *“ 
the daily that the result p u " ” ' 

overwhelming and said 

hoped the club would pro* J 
ress into the next cenmi|(lj |J ^ j 




with “renewed vigour 
The last ballot, in 199: 
was also in favour of equa ^ 
ity but was declared voi “ Jj4 
under cltib rules becau: r * 

only 49 per cent of m£B l > - , 

bers voted. This tin*'- 1 *-, a 
round, 71 per cent of fly- jms 
3,333 fall members vote r - \-v,a 
.There are currently 5C.V - - i: a 
women associate mendJa;.’.^ r 

who are banned from ’tL 
members bar. " L -"•■i 

- •«-70:« 

Policeman speaks 
for second day >:■ 


since surgery 


? S 


-urn,j 


CHATTANOOGA, Ten* 

(R) — Gary Dockery,? 
brain-damaged form '* -a- e , ;; ^ _. 

policeman who woke : lt - r - j7- 
.last week for the first tu.^'n.? H 
in seven years, spoke tc ;> r ' 
nurse Thursday, the sectf; or, ; ie ' n . or ’ 
day he has spokeu sir vi:i ^ -niy,,- e 
lung surgery last wei, T 
hospital officials said V-l^ - 
Dockery said “yes, - k- UnS4f 

to a nurse, said Lai 

Watkins, spokeswoman 

Columbia Partridge Mel 
cal Centre in Chattanoo:,.. 
where he was listed in ^jlQjJ i 
ble condition. She said ?, ^ll 
Dockery, 42, was m0 Vp* r7 » , * 

Thursday to a private rtxtiyjc k 
from intensive care, wh< *1 
he had been since 
surgery. According foiling 
hospital statement, P * 
Dockery also spoke 
nesday. He said his ‘ i-AFp. _ 
and last name twice wr?^ ^ 
asked by a nurse 

’about th^ti-L. ••'J'#’) 

‘ l, Ci n . 



responded 
o'clock” when his oenrcr^Q.^^sr^ ; nv 
gist. Dr. Bruce SiX 


Bruce s 

asked him what fane 


at 12:30 pm 
tremendous tush. 


a; 


o e 


statement quoted ev 8 - J!j e 

saying. “I -glowed. J* ^ 


was a tremendous gamy^be^ f 
a person who is se vei Vf' J '^" ; J 
disabled.” Dr. Kaplan ^ 


Mr. Dockery’s, speech ift 
be “something more r 


no 


It is very encouraging, 


de taik 


an isolated one-time eySia n . 

s Ul 

gesting more speech sai<j 

1 « ft' .{Ml I > 


sur,- ( 


5 .” Hospital w e .- e 

cials said Mi. .Dockfe^<iii lv 


be to come. 


lung tubes were a ^ic e ; 



Wednesday and be T}^ Pubs, 
only nasal oxygea. ' JJ1 a n( f ' *i!! 

^ed l nej r f. 



